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Anctpakr: CucmemamcKume pekocHOCYUPArsa Ha
NOBPUUHCKUME KEPAMUYKU HAOOU HA JIOKAIUMEMOm
Buoun I'pao 00 2013 200una 3aeamuaa HekoaKy 3Hauaj-
HU Npauiarsa 60 0OHOC HA MONOPAPCKUOM PA360j HA
osaa anmuyxa Hacenba. Eouncmeenuom mavun oa ce
002080pU HA 08Ue NPaULarba beute 0a ce Hanpasy Y8uo
60 cmpamuzpagujama Ha 000elHUme HACeIOUHCKU
mepacu. Llenma na osaa cmyouja e oa eu npemcmasu
pesyimamume 00 CMpamuepagcKume UCKONyéarba Ha
060j nokanumem, npegzemeru 60 2019 u 2020 coouna.
00 onwima mMemooonowKa 21edHa modKa, 08ue UCKONy-
8arbA OMKPUBAAM B0 KOJIKABA MEPA HAOOUME 00 NOGP-
WUHCKUOM C0J ja omcauxyeaam cmpamuepagujama
Ha odpeden Oen 00 Hacenbama. Ilocpeono, mue ce
nooamIuey U 3a 8epojamHocma HAoou 00 Hajcma-
pume HacenbuHcKku emanu 0a 6udam 3acmanenu no-
mery nosputunckuom mamepujan. Osue ucmpagicy-
8ara 0adoa u 3HauaeH NpUOOHec KOH OCO3HABAFEMO
Ha monoepagckuom paszeoj Ha aHmuukama Haceioa
Ha aokanumemom Buoun I pad. Hosume cosnanuja 3a
HACeNOUHCKama OUHAMUKA HA 080] JOKAIUMEM HAKYCO
ce npocnedenu 60 KOHMEKCM HA PecUOHATHUME THeH-
OdeHyuu 80 ypoOaHuom paseoj u aOMUHUCHPAMUBHUIE
nooenou 60 MeKom Ha puUMcKama enoxa.

Boseg

Bo 2013 roaguna Ha nokanureror Buaun [pay kaj
ceno BomoBpatu Oea u3BeNeHM OETATHU PEKOTHO-
ClMpama Ha MPOCTOPOT Ha Hace0ara u HemocpegHa-
ta okojiuHa. [Ipuroa 6ea cobpanun Han 10 000 ¢par-
MEHTHU KepaMHKa 10 IIPABUIIHU MPEXHU SIUHULM OJf
pedrcy CUTe MapLein Bp3 KOU ce MPpoTera JIOKaInuTe-
TOT. Merfy apyroro, o6paboTkara Ha OBOj MaTepHjal
3araTHa HEKOW WHTEPECHHU Ipallama 3a UCTopHujara
M pa3BojoT Ha oBaa Hacesnba.! [luctpuOyumjara Ha

! 3a MecTononox6ara Ha JIOKAIUTETOT U IETAJICH H3-
BEIIITaj OJ] OBa HCTpaxyBame, Buan Jones 2019.
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Abstract: The systematic ceramic survey at the
site of Vidin Grad carried out in 2013 opened a num-
ber of interesting questions about the history of this
ancient settlement. Some of these issues could only
be responded to by understanding the stratigraphy of
individual settlement terraces. This paper reports on
the results of the stratigraphic excavations at Vidin
Grad, undertaken in 2019 and 2020. From a meth-
odological point of view, these excavations have shed
light on the extent to which the ceramic finds in the
top-soil horizon are representative of the underlying
stratigraphy. This also has bearing on the chances
of finding evidence of early occupation horizons on
the surface of multiperiod sites. From a substantive
point of view, the data gathered in the course of these
excavations are an important contribution to our un-
derstanding of the evolution of the topography of this
settlement. This is briefly discussed against the back-
ground of the known regional developments in the ur-
ban geography and administrative divisions during
the Roman period.

Introduction

In 2013, the site of Vidin Grad and its immedi-
ate surroundings were surveyed systematically and
in great details. Approximately 10 000 ceramic frag-
ments were collected by regular grid units that cov-
ered nearly all land parcels within the area of this site.
The processing and preliminary studies of this mate-
rial raised many interesting problems surrounding the
ancient settlement at Vidin Grad, including a few that
are directly relevant to its history and topography.!
The distribution of certain fabric groups or broader
ceramic categories, which can be dated to broad but
discrete chronological periods (e.g., Hellenistic, but

! For the location of this site and a detailed report of the
on-site survey, see Donev 2019.



OZlpelieHH THIIOBH KepaMuKka 1 (akTypHH IPyIH, KOU
MOKE J]a C€ CMeCTaT BO IMOTECHH XPOHOJIOIIKU pam-
KM, yKa)KyBallle JieKka Hacenbara JOCTUTHANIA Hajro-
JeM o0eM BO paHHTe (pa3u Of CBOETO IOCTOCH-E,
Jo7ieka BO TOAOIHUTE a3y HEj3UHATA TOBPIIHHA
ce Hamajuia, 3a MOBTOPHO Ja IO JOCTUTHE CTApUOT
o0eM BO mocieqHara ¢asa o CBOETO kuBeewme. On-
PEeACHU TMEPUOAN, KAKO AOIMHOXCIICHUCTUYKHUOT WJIN
PaHOIIAPCKHOT, C€ MOIITHE cJIabo 3acTarieHd BO KOp-
MyCOT COOpaHK HAOMM, IIITO MaK MOCOYYBa KOH MOX-
HOCTa 0Baa Hacesba Jja Hemana KOHTHHYHPaH pa3Bo)j
07l paHaTa 10 AOIHaTa AHTHKa, KaKO LITO MPBUYHO
ce MpeTNnocTaByBalle.

OBa ce HECOMHEHO JIParoleH! MOJaToLH 3a UCTO-
pHjara u TororpadcKHOT pa3Boj Ha OBaa Hacenba, HO
HHUBHOTO TOJIKYBamh€ € JaJIeKy o7 eiHocTaBHO. Cenax
ce paboTH 3a MOBPIIMHCKH MaTepHjajl 32 KOj MOXKe
caMo J1a ce MPETIOCTaByBa KOJIKY peajiHO ja onpa-
3yBa cTparurpadujara Ha oBaa Hacenba. Brpouem,
€JICH OJ1 HajIIOBTOPYBaHUTE MPUTOBOPH BO OJHOC HA
BpEIHOCTA Ha TOBPITHHCKUOT MaTepHjaj Kako rpara
€ JIeKa TOj PETKO TH CONPIKHM OCTaTOIUTE Off HajcTa-
pute HacenOuHCKH XOpu30oHTH. KoKy Moxe na cme
CHT'YPHH BO JJaTHPAKETO Ha MMOYETOIMTE HA OBaa Ha-
cenda Bp3 OcHOBa Ha oBaa rpara? U namm oTcycTBOTO
Ha HAOJH OJ mocTapute Ga3u momery NOBPIIUHCKH-
TE HAOIW € CUTYpEH TOKa3aren 3a OTCyCTBO Ha Ha-
CeNOMHCKN XOPHU30HTH Ha JQ/ICHUTE JIOKAIMU HIIH
MaK HAOJHUTE OJ OBHE €MOXM OCTaHaje 3aleyaTeHU
MO/l TIOIOLIHUTE T'pafexHU Xopu3oHTH? Kako moce-
OceH Tpo0ieM ce HaMeTHa MayOpojHOCTa Ha HAOIM-
T€ KOM MOXe Jia ce Jgatupaar O0apeMm co MpHOIMKHA
TOYHOCT, OTHOCHO BO JHCKPETHH XPOHOJIONIKH ITEPH-
onu. Hajromemuor nexn ox HaoauTe MOXe Ja ce MpH-
MUIIAT Ha JIOKaJHATa KepaMH4Ka MPOIYyKIHja, Koja
nocra 0aBHO €BOJyMpaia HU3 BEKOBUTE U MOXE Ja
ce JaThpaar caMoO BO MHOTY IpyOH BPEMEHCKHU pam-
KU, Ha TpUMep oJ KpajoT Ha JKene3HoTo Bpeme 10
KpajoT Ha XeJIeHu3MOT. KapakTrepoT Ha JIOKaTHHUTE
IJIMHM ¥ TEXHOJIOTHjaTa Ha MPOM3BOJCTBO — INIABHHU-
TE OJPECAHUIIM HA OUIMKHTE Ha KepaMHUukuTe (ak-
TYpH — HE C€ MEHYBaJie BO YEKOP CO apXCOJIOIIKUTE
U UCTOPUCKUTE Tepronu3anuu. OTTyKa HE MOXE CO
CUTYpPHOCT Jia c€ YTBP/IU Jaju ciabara 3acTarneHoCT
Ha OfIPEJCHH €TOXH BO MOBPIIMHCKHOT MaTepHjai e
pesyiaTar Ha IPEeKHHU BO MOCTOHKETO Ha Haceibara
WX TO Ofipa3yBa OTEKHATHOT MPHUCTAN 0 OAPEICHU
KaTeropuu KepamHKa IITO HUE JIECHO T'M Mperno3Ha-
BaMe KaKko KapaKTePUCTUYHU 33 OPEICHH TIEPUOIH.

Beke npu oOpaboTkara Ha coOpaHUTE HAaOMUu U
aHAJIM3UTEC HAa HHUBHATA PACIPOCTPAHETOCT CTaHA
jacHo Aexa OM OMIIO MOIIHE KOPHCHO JIa ce HallpaBu
YBHJI BO CTparurpadujaTa BO pa3iiiHU JEJIOBH OJf

2 Millett 1991.
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not Hellenistic to Roman) suggested that the settle-
ment had reached its maximum extent in its early
phases and declined afterwards, before experiencing
another expansion towards the end of its existence.
Some periods, like the Late Hellenistic or the Early
Imperial (Augustan to Severan) are poorly represent-
ed in the surface record, which made us question the
initial assumption that this settlement was continu-
ously occupied from the end of the Iron Age until the
end of Antiquity.>

These are doubtless precious data about the histo-
ry and topographic development of this settlement,
but their interpretation is not as straightforward as it
seems.’ It is all too easy to forget that these obser-
vations are made on surface collections that do not
necessarily reflect the local stratigraphy accurately.
Afterall, the most common objection against the va-
lidity of systematic surveys raised by scholars that
work in this region is that material from lower strata
is rarely, if ever, represented in the top-soil. How
certain is the dating of the earliest phase of this site,
based on the surface collections? Can the absence of
early material on the surface be taken as unequivo-
cal evidence of decline or abandonment or is this
perhaps the result of local taphonomic factors? An-
other cause for concern is the low number of finds
that can be assigned to discrete time periods. The
great majority of the ceramic finds collected from
Vidin Grad were produced locally. Because the lo-
cal ceramic production evolved at a very slow pace,
the great majority of finds can only be dated to very
broad chronological periods, e.g., [ron Age to Hel-
lenistic or Roman to Late Roman. The properties of
local clay do not change, and changes in the firing
technology or the recipe for the paste — the principle
determinants of the physical appearance of ceram-
ics — do not coincide with conventional archaeolog-
ical and historical periodization. Because of these
circumstances, it is impossible to decide if the ab-
sence of categories readily associated with certain
time-periods marks episodes of abandonment or di-
minished supply of these products. *

By the time the study of the surface collections
was nearing its end, it became clear that the only way

2The end of the Iron Age in the Vardar Valley is dated to
the late 6% century BC and coincides with the Late Archaic
period in the Aegean. The period between the end of the
Iron Age and the Hellenistic period is referred to as Early
Antiquity or the proto-historic period; Mitrevski 2003.

3 The difficulties of interpreting survey results have
been debated ever since the introduction of this method of
fieldwork in the Mediterranean, see Keller, Rupp 1983; for
a synthesis of the problems surrounding the interpretation
of surveys of complex, multiperiod sites, see Bintliff 2012.

4 Millett 1991.



HacenbOata. Ce HaJieBaBMe JeKa CO BAKBUOT MPHCTAI,
HE caMo ITO Ke ycreeMe 1a JlojaeMe J0 MopeaiHa
MpOIIEHKa 32 PENpe3eHTaTUBHOCTa Ha COOpPaHHOT
TTOBPIIMHCKY MaTepHjall, TyKy | JieKa ke ja pasjac-
HUME pejlaTUBHATa XPOHOJIOTHja Ha OOpeAeHH (ak-
TYpPHHU TPYIH 32 KOM HE MOKEBME Jia HajlleMe jaCHU
napaneny. Bo taa Hacoka, Bo TexkoT Ha 2019 u 2020
roguHa 6ea OTBOpEHU BKYMHO 16 COHAM CO TUMEH-
3uM 071 2 Ha 2 Win 2 Ha 4 METpH, Ha pa3INYHU JeIOBH
ox HacenOara.’ [{enta Ha OBOj TPYJ € Ja TH IIPETCTa-
BH PE3y/ITaTHTE Ol OBHE MCKOITyBama Mpe]] CTpyydHa-
Ta jaBHOCT W J]a HallpaBU KyC OCBPT BP3 HEKOH OI
Mpalamara mWTo MPOU3JIeroa O MHTEH3UBHOTO pe-
KOTHOCIIMpame Ha TepeHoT Bo 2013 roguna.

Bo npBuort nen ox Tpyaot ke Ouje HarpaBeH npu-
Ka3 Ha pa3MECTEHOCTa Ha COHAMTE, METOAOIOIHjaTa
Ha paboTa M KapaKTepoT Ha JIOKATHUTE CEIMMEHTH.
Bo cnexHoTO MOTNIaBje ke OMaaT MpuKaKaHU pe3yl-
TaTUTE Ol HCKOITyBambara 1o COHJIH, CO MOCEeOCH aK-
LIEHT Ha pacrpenieindaTa Ha KePaMUUYKUTE HAOAU IO
CIIOEBH. 3a J]a HE ce MPEONTOBapyBa TEKCTOT CO CY-
BOIIAPHHU IMOJATOIM, BUCHHCKUTE BPEIHOCTH Ha OfI-
JIEJTHU CJIO€BYU W T10jaBU WJIM HUBHUTE JMMEH3HH, Ke
OulaT HaBeJACHW CaMO OHAMY KaJie IITO € HEeOIXO-
HO 3a I10jacHO Jia Ce J0JIOBU OTKpUEHATa CHTYalldja.
BuuMaHueTo ke Oujie IIaBHO HACOUEHO KOH pacrpe-
Jenbara Ha rpyny HaOAM 1O COHJU U cioeBu. Kara-
JIOT Ha MMOeANHEYHH HAoaH ke Ome 00jaBeH BO Ipyra
npuroga. Bo mocnenHoTo mornagje, Kako 3aKIIydoK,
Ke HalpaBUMe CHHTE3a Ha CO3HAHHWjaTa JOOUEHH Off
COHJJA)KHUTE HCKONYBama U ke ce obuaeme na e
MOBP3EME CO PE3YNITATUTE OJI PEKOTHOCIIUPamaTa o]
2013 roxmHa. Ke BHAmMe [eKa CO MOCTaByBamETO
Ha OBHE J[BE Tpard HE € TaKa eTHOCTABHO, Ol TOBEKe
npuunHM. [la cenak, KOMOWHUPAaHUTE PE3yATaTH O
OBHE HCTpaXKyBama JiaBaaT COJHJHA OCHOBAa 3a HO-
CeHhE MOCUTYPHU U TOKATCTOPUYHHU 3aKITYYOIU 3a
HCTOpHjaTa U TOMOrpad)CKUOT pa3Boj HA aHTHYKATA
HacenOa Kaj JIokanuTeToT Bumun ['pa.

3 OBHe MCKOTTyBarba 6ea M3BEICHH BO CKIIOT Ha ITPOEK-
tuTe “Mukporonorpaduja Ha Bugual pag — crparurpad-
CKH HcKomyBama 19“ m “Mukporomnorpaduja Ha Bumun
I'pag — crparurpadckn uckomyBama 20, TOAIpKaHA O
MunucteperBoTo 3a Kyntypa Bo ckjon Ha HallMOHAJIHATa
nporpama. [IpoexToT € Ha3.r. UHCTUTYT 3a ApXEO0JIOIKHU
HctpaxysBama — Ckorje, a CoO HUB paKOBOJCIIIE aBTOPOT Ha
0BOj TeKCT. Bo mckomyBamara 3em0a ydecTBo: M-p Ilepo
CunannHoBcku, AHToHno Kurtanos, JoBuia Pucros, nu-
niaoMupanu apxeonosu, Ilanue HameB u Kupun MBaHoB,
¢dororpad. Ha oBa mecto HajcpaeuHo My Onaromapam Ha
MUHHCTEPCTBOTO 3a (PMHAHCHCKATA MO PIIKa, KAKO U Ha
YUECHHIIUTE BO MCTPaKyBamEeTO 3a HWBHATa HeceOWdHa
TIOMOIII ¥ 3aJI0k0a.
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to check the validity of the results of the systematic
survey is to look into the stratigraphy at different parts
of the settlement. The gains of this approach were
supposed to be twofold. It was going to contribute to
the validation and interpretation of the surface record
and its representativeness of the subsurface layers in
particular, and it was going to help in clarifying the
relative chronology of the fabric groups for which
parallels were lacking. To this end, in 2019 and 2020,
16 trenches of 2 by 2 or 2 by 4 meters were opened
in different parts of the settlement.” The aim of this
study is to present the results of these excavations
and revisit some of the questions that arose from the
intensive ceramic survey of Vidin Grad.

The first part of this paper describes the distri-
bution of the trenches, the excavation method and
the general characteristics of the local sediments.
The main section deals with the results of the exca-
vations by trenches, with a special emphasis on the
stratigraphy and the distribution of ceramic groups
and fabrics by layers. I shall refrain from frequent
references to elevation values and coordinates. These
shall be referred to only insofar as they illuminate
the relationships between layers and their associat-
ed features. A catalogue of finds shall be published
separately. This paper is mostly concerned with the
distribution of various groups of finds and ceramic
assemblages by layers and across the excavated area.
The concluding section includes a synthesis of the re-
sults of these two campaigns of excavations and their
implications for the interpretations of the settlement
topography, based on the intensive survey in 2013.
We shall see that, for various reasons, it is not east
to combine the survey and excavation results. Nev-
ertheless, taken together, these data permit us to ad-
vance more confident conclusions about the history
and topographic evolution of this settlement. In con-
clusion, I shall also call attention to the trends in the
settlement geography of the wider region of the con-
tinental Balkans during Antiquity and compare them
to those observed at Vidin Grad.

5 These excavations were carried out within the frames
of the projects, “ The Microtopography of Vidin Grad
- test-pit excavations 19” and “The Microtopography
of Vidin Grad - test-pit excavations 20”. Both projects
were supported by the Ministry of Culture as part of
the annual national program. These were projects of the
civic organization, Institute for Archaeological Research-
Skopje and were directed by the author of this report. The
following people took part in the excavations: MA Pero
Sinadinovski, BA Antonio Kitanov, BA Jovica Ristov,
Panche Daljev and the photographer Kiril Ivanov. I would
like to express here my gratitude to the Ministry of Culture
for the financial support and to the participants in these
excavations, for their unwavering help and endeavors.



Pasmecmenocm na conoume, memoo na paboma
U OCHOBHU OONUKU HA CeOUMEHMUMe

Bunejku emna on IIAaBHUTE IEJIM HA HCTPaXKYy-
Bamara o 2019 n 2020 rogunHa Germre ga ce mpoBepar
pe3yATaTuTe Ol MHTEH3UWBHOTO PEKOTHOCIIMPAme Ha
TEPEHOT, HajJIOTHYHO ke Oellle COHJUTE Jla Ce IMOCTa-
BaT BO paMKHTE Ha KBaJlpaTHaTa MpeXa IMOCTaBeHa
B0 2013 roauna. Toa ke HU OBO3MOKEIIIE HEMOCPEI-
Ha criope0a Ha MarepHjajioT COOpaH OJ] MOBPIIUH-
CKHOT CJIOj CO OHOj JOOWEH OJ MOTHOBPITUHCKHUTE
cinoeBu. MefyToa, pedrcH Iejara MOBpIIHHA Koja
Oemie BKIydeHa BO PEKOTHOCHIHPAMmATA MO MPEKHH
eIMHUI TEKOBHO ce 00paboTyBa. BakBure ycnoBu
Ha TIOBPIIIMHATA CE [TOBOJHM 32 MHTECH3UBHU PEKOT-
HOCLIMpama, HO HE W 32 COHJAKHU HCKOMyBama. 3a
na m30eraeMe MCKOITyBambe Ha MCIIPETYPEHH apXeo-
JIOITKA CJIOEBH, Oelle OUTy4eHO COHAWTE Ja Ce TO-
CTaBar Ha TepPEeH IITO He ce 00paboTyBa BO OOIHC-
KOTO MHHATO, a KOj € CelaK BO HerocpeaHa Ou3nHa
Ha MPEKHHUTE eIUHMIN TocTaBenud Bo 2013 roguna.’
Ce mokaxa Jieka HUTY OBOj MPHUCTAIl HE € CEeKOTall
MIPUMEHJINB, OWJIO TIOpaay Toa IITO HeoOpaboTyBa-
HUTE JIEJIOBH O]l TEPEHOT C€ BO TOJIeM JIeIN MOJI TyCcTa
BereTalyja v ce TeIIKO IPUCTAITHA, OWIIO TTOpaan Toa
IITO COCTOj0AaTa Ha TEPEHOT CE CMEHMIIA OTKAKO OHITO
nofHeceHo OapameTo 3a Ao3Bona. Cenak ycrieaBme
Jla T MOCTAaBUME MOBEKETO COHIU BO HEMOCPEIHA
OJM31HA Ha PEKOTHOCLMPAHUTE MOBPIIMHHU U, IITO €
MOXKeOH MOBa)KHO, Ja 00e30earMe TTOKPUEHOCT BP3
Pa3IMYHU IEJIOBU O] IOKATUTETOT.

Conpure 1 u II, ucrpakenu Bo 2019 ronguna, 6ea
MOCTaBEHH BP3 jyXKHAaTa, OOHOCHO IIEHTpajHa Tepa-
ca oz yokanuretoT. (Mama 1) Conpa 1 Gemre mocra-
BeHa Bo ceBeporcTouHroT aroi Ha K.II. 96, nemo-
CpemHo o KBaxpaTtHuTe Mpexu 1 u 1, ox kaze mro
Oermre coOpaH IOTOJIEMO KOJIMYECTBO MPEIPUMCKH
Mmarepujan. Conna Il Geme orBopena na K.II. 91,
Kpaj MCTOYHHUOT pad of IIeHTpajHaTa Tepaca — IpeT-
MOCTaBEHHOT IuIOmTaA. Tyka, momery MOBPIIWH-
CKHOT Marepujaj JOMHHHpPAaT HAOAW OJI pUMCKara
u porHopuMckara enoxa. Coumute III u IV, XV n
XVI 0Oea moctaBeHM BO IEJIOT O MCTOYHOTO IIOJ-
rpaaue Ha Hacenbara.Ha oBoj mpocTop BO TEKOT Ha
peKorHOCUMpamara Oellle PerucTpUpaHa MpoceyHa
KOHIIEHTpalyja Ha HAOM, Na OCTaHa HEjaCHO JajH
¥ OBOj I OJf TEPEHOT OWII el OX Hacembara Win
T1aK OBOj MaTepHjall IOTEKHYBA O OTIAIHH jaMH WITH
Mokebu, pactypenu rpodosu. Conmgute 11l u IV Gea
noctaBenu Ha K.I1. 133, mokpaj XUMOTETUUKHUOT Nat

4 Kako mTo ke BHAWME IIOAONY, OBA € CIHA Of MpPH-
YHHATE IITO ja YCIOXKHYBa cropendara moMery HaOAWTe
cOOpaHH BO TEKOT Ha COHIAXHUTE HCKOIyBama CO OHHUE
coOpaHM OJ1 TIOBPIITHATA.
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The distribution of trenches, the method of exca-
vation and the basic properties of local sediments

Because one of the immediate goals of the test-
pit excavations of 2019 and 2020 was to validate or,
rather, complement the results of the intensive ce-
ramic survey, the most logical way to proceed would
have been to excavate within the frames of the survey
grids. Thus, a direct comparison between the finds
contained in the surface and subsurface layers would
have been possible. However, because the entire area
covered by the grid survey is ploughed every year, it
was necessary to modify the initial strategy. Whereas
cultivated fields provide ideal conditions for survey
archaeology, they are often ill-suited for excavations,
especially excavations in which the goal is to record
and collect material from undisturbed subsurface
reservoirs.® In order to avoid the risk of excavating
overturned layers with mixed contents, it was de-
cided to place the trenches on land that has not been
ploughed recently, but keep close proximity to the
survey grids.” Even this compromised approach was
not easily put in practice, either because of the very
dense vegetation outside the plough-zone or changes
in land-use that have taken place after the permit had
been obtained. Nevertheless, in the end it was possi-
ble to open most trenches close to the survey grids
and, more importantly, to secure coverage of differ-
ent parts of this site.

Test-pits I and 11, excavated in 2019, are located
on the southern and central terraces of the hill. (Map
1) Test-pit I is located in the northeast corner of cadas-
tral parcel 96, a few meters east of survey grids 1 and
2, both of which yielded large quantity of pre-Roman
material. At the time of the survey, this parcel was
overgrown with tall grasses and young scrubs, but by
the start of the excavations, it had been ploughed, but
not sown. Test-pit II was opened on cadastral parcel
91, by the eastern edge of the central terrace — the
supposed public square of this settlement. The sur-
face material collected from the neighbouring parcels
is dominated by finds datable to the Late Roman or
broadly to the Roman imperial period, but the mate-
rial from grid 4 included large collections of Hellen-
istic-Roman and pre-Roman finds. Test-pits 11, 1V,
XV and XVl are placed in the hypothetical settlement
extramuros, just outside the eastern outer wall of Vi-

6 Of course, from a methodological point of view,
the effect of the plough is surely worth exploring, see
Ammerman 1985; we sincerely hope to explore the
relationships between surface and subsurface material
more systematically in the coming years.

7 Surely, this was one of the factors that thwarted the
dialogue between these two data-sets.



LITO BOJEJI HU3 MCTOYHATa MOPTa Ha Hacendara, Ha
20 mo 30 merpu oxm uctounuoT sua.’ Couante XV
n XVI 6ea orBopeHu Ha MOHKCKaTa Tepaca, Ha K.II.
132, Ha 50-THA METpH O JeCHUOT Oper Ha Bumnu
Jon. Llenta Ha oBUe coHau Oelie 1a ce UCIHUTA 1Al
HacenbaTta ce mpoterana c¢ Ao Operor Ha Buamn
Hon. OctatokoT o coHauTe Oea OTBOpEHH Ha Haj-
BUCOKHUTE TepacH Ha HacenOara.Conaure V u VI Gea
nocTtaBeHu Bo jy:kHuoT aen ox K.I1. 102, va mectoto
KaJIe IITO TePaCHUOT SHJ JIAYHO 3aBHUBA KOH BHATpE.
Ha moBpmiHara o1 0BOj 1€ 0f JIOKAJTUTETOT JJOMH-
HUpa JOLHOPUMCKHOT Marepujall, Hako Of OApene-
HU MPEXHHU eIUHHLM O0ea cOOpaHH M PaHOAHTHYKU
nnu xeneuuctuuk Haoau. CoumureVII no XIV Gea
OTBOPEHM Ha Haj3araaHaTa Tepaca oj] Hacenbara, Ha
K.I1. 103, Opanera ox 3amamHuoT Oexem. Toa miTo
PEYHMCH TOJIOBUHA OJ1 BKYITHHOT Opoj COHM Oea KOH-
LEHTPUPAHH Ha OBaa Taplelsa ce JOJDKA Ha Kapak-
TEPOT Ha OTKPHEHATAa CUTYyallMja, 3a IITO ce 300pyBa
MOJI0JTY BO TEKCTOT.

Co BakBaTa pa3MeCTCHOCT Ha COHAUTE Oea Hampa-
BEHH IPECENH Ha cTparurpadujara Ha ONHM3Y IMOJIO-
BHHA OJ] TEPACUTE BP3 KOM CE MpoTerayia Hacenodara.
OcTaHyBaaT HENMOKPHUEHU JBETE CEBEPHU TepacH,
KaKO Y TOTEroT MoMery BHATPEITHOTO ¥ HAJABOPEIII-
HOTO KCTOYHO 00suue. [ToBekeTo o mapienuTe mrTo
r'0 MOKPHUBAaT OBOj MPOCTOP CE€ BO ITPUBATHA COTICTBE-
HOCT M HUBHOTO HCTpakyBambe Ke 3aBUCH o7 JoOpara
BOJIja HA COTNICTBEHHIIUTE HA 3eMjuIITeTO. MeryToa,
BeKe O] OBaa IVieJ{Ha TOYKA CTaHyBa M3BECHO JICKa 3a
Jla C€ COCTaBU KOMIUIECTHA CJIMKA 332 TONOrpadCcKUOT
pa3Boj Ha HacenOara Ha “Buamn I'pag ke Oune He-
OIXOJIHO J1a C€ MU3BEAAT COHIaKHU UCKOIyBamba U Ha
W30CTABEHUTE JICTIOBH O] JIOKATTHUTETOT.

OcCHOBHa I1eJT Ha TIPE3EMEHUTE COHJTAKHH HCKOITY -
Bama Oerre 1a ce codepe JABIKEH MaTepHujai of 3a-
CCOHHU apXCOJIONIKHA XOPU30HTH U LEIUHH, OJHOCHO
KOHTEKCTH. KOHTEKCTHTE IITO COApIKea HEIABUKHU
OCTaTOIM, KaKoO jaMH WM SHIOBH, Oea pa3oTKpHBa-
HU BO IIEJIOCT caMo BO ojipesieHu ciry4dau. [IpumapHo
Oerlie IeNOCHO Jia Ce UCTPAXKAT aPXCONOUTKUTE CIIOe-
BH, OJIHOCHO J1a ce Jompe a0 crepuieH cioj. Co uen
na ce 00e30equ morosieMa KOHTpoOJa MPH MCKOIHUTE,
BO MpBara Ce30Ha O]l UCTpaKyBamara,paborute Oeca
HAQjTIPBUH KOHIIGHTPUPAHU Ha elIHa TOJOBHHA Off
cornurte.Ha 0BOj HaYWMH ce 3M00MBaBME CO MPECeK Ha
cTparurpadujaTa BO OCTaHAaTaTa MOJOBHUHA OJ COH-
nara. IlItoM ce Haupaenie Ha KOHKPETHA CHTyallja,
HCKOMyBamara ce MPONIUpyBaa Bp3 IejiaTa MOBp-
[IMHA OJf COH/AaTa, a HEMCTpPa)keHara IOJIOBHHA C€
HCKOITyBaIlle M0 CII0EBH. BakBMOT MpHCTaI MOMOT-
Ha MOCIUHEYHUTE OTKOIM JIa OCTaHAT BO PAMKHUTE

5 3a MIaHOT Ha MOBPIIMHCKUTE apXUTEKTOHCKH OCTa-
touu Ha Bunun I'pax, B. ones 2020.
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din Grad. The density of surface material on these
parcels was close to the district average and it proved
impossible to decide in a nonarbitrary way if the sur-
face finds are derived from subsurface reservoirs, be
it house-floors, rubbish pits or graves, or from mate-
rial originally discarded beyond the limits of the set-
tlement. Test-pits III and IV are located on cadastral
parcel 133, by the hypothetical road that entered the
settlement through the eastern gate and 20 to 30 me-
ters from the line of the eastern outer wall.® Test-pits
XV and XVI are positioned on the terrace below, at
cadastral parcel 132, about 50 meters from the right
bank of the Vidin Dol. The last couple of trenches
are located away from the area surveyed in 2013, but
their aim was to check if the settlement spread to the
banks of the Vidin Dol. The rest of the test-pits are
located on the highest, western hill terraces. Test-pits
V and VI were placed in the southern end of cadas-
tral parcel 102, at the point at which the terrace wall
makes a peculiar u-shaped turn. The great majority of
the surface finds in this area, covered by grids 8 and
9, date to the Late Roman period, but there are also
clusters of Late Iron Age to Early Hellenistic materi-
al. Test-pits VII to XIV were opened up on the high-
est terrace of the settlement, cadastral parcel 103, de-
fended by the western wall. The large concentration
of trenches on this terrace is related to the character
of the situation discovered in test-pit VIII, discussed
later in this report.

This series of test-pits probed the stratigraphy on
nearly one half of the terraces occupied by the an-
cient settlement at Vidin Grad. Only the two northern
terraces and the area between the inner and the out-
er eastern wall were left out. Most of the cadastral
parcels that fall in this area are private property and
they cannot be excavated without the consent of their
owners. Of course, until stratigraphic excavations
are carried out on these terraces, the picture of the
topographic evolution of this settlement will stay in-
complete. However, the data collected during the last
two seasons of excavations is sufficient to answer the
questions posed in the introduction to this paper.

The primary goal of these test-pit excavations
was the collection of material from discrete archae-
ological contexts or layers. Contexts that contained
non-movable features, like walls or pits, were fully
unearthed only in certain cases. Our main concern
was to excavate the cultural layers down to bedrock.
In order to secure greater control during the excava-
tions, at the beginning, work was limited to the east-
ern halves of the trenches. The resulting cross-sec-
tions gave us a clear idea of the stratigraphy in the

8 For the plan of the architectural surface remains, see
Donev 2020a.



Ha 1moceOHM CIIOEBH, HO ja YCIOKHYyBa oOpaboTkara
Ha HAOJUTE, OJTHOCHO CIIOjyBamETO HA MATEPHjaIOT
W KOHTEKCTHTE IITO UM TpHIAraaT Ha MCTU CIOEBU
W Ha Pa3IMYHU MOJOBHHU of coHnara. Co ornen Ha
IUTMTKATa ¥ PEJIaTHBHO BOEIHA4YeHa cTparurpadwuja,
ClIeIHATa Ce30Ha MCKOITyBamara Oea HaeJHAIl H3Be-
JICHU Ha 1eylaTa TOBPILIIHA O COHNTE.

OTtkpueHnTe mpouiId WM OCHOBH 0Oea JOKY-
MEHTHUpPaHU (HOTOTPAMETPUCKH H CO TIOMOII Ha OBHE
opro-oTorpaduu H6ea UCUpPTaHU CKUIIA BO pa3Mep.
Texanukara mOKyMeHTaluja Oemie HampaBeHa BO
I'MC nporpama, xane opto-dortorpaduurte Oea pe-
THCTPUPaHU BO Ap)KaBeH KoopanHareH cucreM. Do-
Torpadunte of npoduianTe Oca PEerucTpUpaHd BO
penaTuBHAa KOOpAWHATHA MpPEXa, CO HYJITa TOYKa BO
monauot jieB aroi. ' UC mporpamara 0BO3MOXKyBa HE
camMO e(eKTUBEH BU3YyEJIEH NpHKa3 HAa OTKPUEHHUTE
10jaBH, TYKy U HUBHA KBaHTUTaTuBHa aHanu3a. Cure
MIPOHAjACHN HAOAW MOXKE Ja Ce MOBP3aT CO OIpeAeH
KOHTEKCT WJIH CJI0j CO MMPELU3HU KOOPAUHATH, AUMEH-
3UM W BUCHHCKU BPETHOCTH, IITO ITAaK OBO3MOXKYBa
TUPEKTHA Criopenoa moMery OIIeTHUTE KOHTCKCTH.
Co oBa, 'IC nporpamMara ce HAMETHYBa KaKO MOIIIHE
KOPHCHO CPEACTBO 32 JIOKYMEHTAllMja U aHaJln3a Ha
pe3yiTaTuTe OJ] apXeOoJIOIIKH MCKOIMyBama, 0e3 pas-
JIMKa 1aji ce paboTH 3a COHIAYKHU MIIH CUCTEMATCKH
HCTPaXyBama Ha IMOTOJIEMHU TMOBPIIUHM. ©

OmnmITo renaHo MoXe J1a ce Kaxke JeKa CUTyaluja-
Ta CO MOTMOBPIIMHCKUTE c0eBU HA “Buaun ['pax’ He
'l HCIIOJIHY BO LIEJIOCT OYEKyBambara Ofl OBa HCTPAXKYy-
Bame. Bo Hajronem nien ox coHANTE, TOPHUTE CIOEBU
ce UCIIpeTypaHu off 00paboTkara Ha 3eMjUIITETO WK
MaK ce pa3BIeueHU M NeQOpMHUPaHU IO AEjCTBO Ha
MPUpPOJHATA epo3Hja. PenaTnBHO 3aTBOPEHU KOHTEK-
cTH 0ea KOHCTaTHPaHU CaMO BO JIOJIHUTE CIIOCBU BO
IBe WM TpU COHIU.DparMeHTUTEe KepaMHKa CE CHUT-
HH U HE C€ COCTaByBaaT, M 110 KBAIMUTETOT O/IBaj /1a CE
pasnuKyBaaT o MOBPLIMHCKHOT MaTtepujai. Hajuecto
MOHUCKUTE XOPU30HTH OWJIe WM MPECEYCHHU TPH T10-
JIOITHY UHTEPBEHIIMH WIIM ICKOPUCTEHH 32 HUBEAIH]ja
Ha TI0YBara Npu HOBUTE TpanexkHu ¢azu. Co HCKITy-
YOK Ha /IB€ jaMH, PEYHCH U 1a HE CE HAauJIe Ha LIEJIOCHO
3aTBOpEHU KOHTEKCTH. CaMo BO HEKOJIKY CITy4yau Oerie
MOXHO Jla C€ W3/IBOM HHMBO Ha CyOCTpyKLHja, HO HE
ce HauJie Ha COYyBaHO MOAHO HUBO. BakBara coctojba
BO roJjieMa Mepa ja JOBelyBa BO IMpallambe HETUCXO-
HOCTa Ha IIPUMEHETUOT METOX Ha paboTa, Ol IPUUUHU
LITO MaTepHjajioT O OJJIENIHU CI0eBH € n3Meniad. Ce-
TaK, JieTainHara o0paboTka Ha HAOIUTE MOKaXKa JeKa,

¢ 3a ouekyBame e neka pasBuBamero Ha 3] TUC mo-
Oy/Id YIITE MOBEKe Ke ro yHalpeau 3HAaueEmheTO Ha OBaa
TEXHOJIOTHja 3a apXeoNoIlKaTa Hayka. 3a IpUMEHa Ha
I'IC Bo apxeonomIKM WCKOMyBama, BUAW NPUMEPH Kaj
Tripchevich, Wernke 2010; Roosevelt et al. 2015.
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unexcavated half of the trenches. Once a fixed feature
was discovered that continued beyond the cross-sec-
tion, the excavations were extended over the unex-
cavated halves. This preview of the stratigraphy in
the unexcavated halves of the trenches ensured that
the finds from different deposits were kept in sepa-
rate baskets, even if it was not possible to recognize
every deposit visible on cross-sections in the course
of the excavations. The downside of this approach is
that it complicates the merging of finds and contexts
that belong to same layers but to different halves of
the trenches. Because it was soon realized that the
stratigraphy in the majority of the trenches is fairly
shallow and uniform, in the second season, the entire
surface was excavated at once.

Rectified photographs were made of the plans and
cross-sections and these were later used to produce
scaled drawings. This operation was carried out in
GIS. The orthophotographs of plans were registered
in the national coordinate system, whereas the pho-
tographs of cross-sections were registered using a
non-Earth projection, with point zero in the lower left
corner. GIS does not only guarantee effective data
visualization, but offers a wide range of possibilities
for quantitative analysis. All finds discovered in the
course of the excavations can be assigned to a spe-
cific context or layer defined by coordinates and el-
evation values and these can be readily compared to
each other. The experience of these excavations has
underscored the utility of GIS as a tool for data-man-
agement and analysis in archaeological excavations,
irrespective of their scope and character.’

In general, the condition of the subsurface depos-
its at Vidin Grad did not entirely fulfil our expecta-
tions from this project. In the majority of the trench-
es, the layers that lie close to the surface are either
heavily disturbed by ploughing or degraded and part-
ly washed away by land erosion. The ceramic ma-
terial is tiny and worn, and hardly differs from the
surface finds. Only in the lower horizons in two or
three trenches did we come across intact, secondary
deposits. In most of the trenches, the early building
horizons have either been cut by the foundations of
later buildings or levelled to prepare the ground for
the new building phase. With the exception of one or
two pits, there were no other closed deposits. Only in
a few cases was it possible to observe substruction
levels, but the associated floors were missing. Obvi-
ously, the poor state of preservation of the subsurface

? Predictably, the development of 3D modules for GIS
will further increase the usefulness of this technology
for archaeological excavations, Van Leusen, Nobles
2018; for examples of GIS applications in archacological
excavations, see Tripcevich, Wernke 2010; Roosevelt et al.
2015.



M MOKPaj TOA LITO CO PETKU MCKIIyYOLH He Oele mpo-
HajJIeH XPOHOJIOIIKH €JHOPO/ICH MaTepHjai, OpojHara
3aCTaleHOCT Ha OJIPE/ICHH KaTeTOPHH MPABUITHO BapH-
pa ox c¢ioj Ao cioj. Hakyco, HaomuTe o TOJOITHUTE
€MOXH CE BHTHO [T03aCTANICHH BO TOPHUTE XOPU3OHTH,
J0[ieka OHUE O] TIOPAHUTE ETIOXH, MPETEIKHYBAAT BO
noAnaboKuTe cloeBH. brmaromapenne Ha oBaa OKOJI-
HOCT, ¥ CO rojieMa IIOMOIIl Ha MarepujajioT coOpaH
OJ1 MaJIKyTe HEJIONPEHU CIIOEBH, TIOBEKETO M3JBOCHU
(hakTypHU TpynH Oea JaTHpaHd BO TPYOH BPEMEHCKH
paMKH.

Osgaa pacripezenba Ha HAOIUTE IO CIIOEBU MMa U
MOLITMPOKO METONOJIOMIKO 3Hauewe. [lofeka HaomuTe
Kou Owiie JENOHMUpPaHH BO TOPHUTE XOPH3OHTH HC-
KIIYYUTEITHO PETKO CE CPETHYBAaT BO JOJIHHUTE CIIOE-
BH, MaTEPHjaJIOT JCTTOHUPAH BO HAjCTApUTE TICPHOIH
Ha 0Baa Hacesba peJOBHO € 3aCTalleH BO MMOBPIIHH-
CKHTE CIIOEBH, MaKap CO MaJl OpOj CUTHH U U3JIKaHH
¢parmenTu. (Tabena 1) Ce pazbupa, oBa ce MpOTUBU
Ha TBpJIEHara JieKa MOBPIIMHCKUOT CJI0j HE TH COAp-
KM OCTaTOIUTE O] HAjCTAPUTE KYITypHH XOPH30H-
TH. He e jacHO BO KoJKaBa Mepa 0Baa 3aKOHHUTOCT €
crieru)uIHA CaMo 32 OBOj JIOKAJIHUTET WIIH BaKH U 32
OCTaHAaTUTE MOBEKECIIOjHH JOKAIUTETH CMECTEHH Ha
00paboTiuBa nospiirHa. [IpBUUeH BHeYaTok € aeka
TEIIKO MOXE Jla ce TeHepalnu3upa, Aypyu U Ha HUBO
Ha MMOCMHEYHH JIoKanuTeTH. JJoOpo couyBaHo moj-
HO WJIM CYOCTPYKIIICKO HHBO CEKaKO JeKa MOXe Jia
O 3ale4aTH MaTepHjaloT O TOCTAPUTE XOPH30HTH
U 0BOj Aa He OmJe 3acTaleH MoMery MOBPIIMHCKAOT
Marepujan. Ho Bo ciyuajor Ha Bunun [paa, yecro-
TO TPHUCYCTBO HA MOCTap Marepujan BO MMOYBEHUOT
XOPHU30HT JIO OJIPEJICH CTEIEH ja MOTBPIyBa BaJIH/I-
HOCTa Ha pe3y/TaTuTe JOOWUEHU NP MHTEH3WBHOTO
pEeKOrHOCIMpame Ha TepeHOT. Man Opoj Ha mocTa-
P HAOAM Ha MOBPIIMHATA € CUTYPEH MHIUKATOpP 3a
MOCTOCHETO Ha MocTapa (asza Ha KuBeewe, TypH U
aKo HCTara He € COuyBaHa Kako 3aceOeH apXeosolI-
K1 Xopu3oHT. Ox 1pyra cTpaHa, HUBHOTO OTCYCTBO
romery MOBPIIMHCKUTE HAOAW MOXe, HO M HEe Mopa
Jla 3HA4YM JIeKa Ha J1aJIeHaTa JIoKalyja HeMa [ocTapu
HAceNOMHCKU XOpU30HTH. EKcliepuMeHTanHuTe uc-
TpaxyBama Bo KanaOpuja nzBenenu npen peuncu 40
TOJIMHHM, MOKaXkalle JeKa MOBPIIMHCKHUOT Marepujall
coapxu camo niomery 5 u 10% ox HaoxuTe comprka-
HH BO PELEHTHUOT X0pu30HT.” Toa 3HauM Jeka InaH-
CHTE Ja Ce Hau/e Ha HAOIU OJ MOCTapH XOPHU3OHTH
Ha TIOBpIIMHATA HA TTOBEKECIOJHU JIOKAJIUTETH BO
KO0j OMJIO JasileH MOMEHT M Of1 Koja OuIlo Jiokanuja ce
MOIITHE Maji. EMMHCTBEH HaYMH J1a ce HaJMHUHE OBOj
npobieM e a ce codupa rojaeMo KOIUIecTBO MOBP-
IIMHCKW HAOJM O] TOTOJIEMH MOBPIIMHU BO PaMKH-
Te Ha JokaiuTerure.® Bo oBaa cmucina, COHIaXHHUTE

7 Ammerman 1985.
8 Bintliff 2013.
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record poses a formidable obstacle to the underlying
aim of this project and questions the adequacy of the
chosen method of fieldwork. Afterall, it was hoped
that stratigraphic excavations would bring to light
uncontaminated ceramic assemblages. Nevertheless,
although chronologically homogenous deposits were
rare, the preliminary study of the excavated material
revealed a repetitive pattern in the distribution of in-
dividual ceramic categories across layers. Finds that
are contemporary to the period of formation of the
deposits represent at least two thirds of all material
contained in these deposits. On the other hand, re-
sidual finds and intrusions rarely represent more than
the 10-15% of the total ceramic corpus contained in
one layer. Although disturbed, most of the horizons
have retained their chronological imprint. This has at
least helped in dating individual layers to concrete
time periods. Finally, the few relatively intact depos-
its found in the lower strata, have proven invaluable
to our efforts to define the typical ceramic assem-
blage of the earliest phases of this settlement.

The variable frequencies of individual ceramic
categories across cultural layers also have a broad-
er, methodological relevance. Whereas the ceramic
categories that predominate in the upper horizons
are almost completely absent from the lower strata,
given that these are undisturbed, the early material is
regularly represented in the surface layer, even if by
a few worn fragments. (Table 1) Usually, intrusions
are more ubiquitous than residuals, but they are not
as dispersed as the latter. Obviously, these observa-
tions speak against the widespread belief that the top-
soil does not contain remains from the lower cultural
strata. This regularity is based on a small number of
observations and it is unclear if it is specific to this
particular site or it can apply to most multiperiod set-
tlements located in the modern ploughzone. In view
of the large number of factors involved in the shaping
of the archaeological record, it is impossible to gener-
alize even at the level of individual sites. It is readily
conceivable that a well-preserved floor or substruc-
ture can seal off finds from earlier phases of occupa-
tion and render them underrepresented or even absent
from the surface layer. However, leaving aside a few
exceptional cases — for example, sites at which the
earlier phases have been buried under thick fluvial or
loess deposits — this scenario is unlikely to affect the
entire surface of the site. In the case of Vidin Grad at
least, the presence of a small number of early finds on
the surface can be taken as solid evidence of the ex-
istence of a contemporary phase of occupation at that
spot, even if it is not preserved as a discrete layer on
the trench profile. On the other hand, the absence of
early material among the surface collections does not
necessarily mean that the location was uninhabited
in the corresponding time-period. Experiments with



e s I_e I_w IV.sw |V.s V_n Vii XI_s XIl Xill
% BKYNHWOT 6poj | 9.75% | 10.15% | 17.85% | 8.65% | 7.80% |13.50% | 5.80% |28.40% |6.90% |17.65% |54.15%
Ha Haoaun

% npegpumckn | 12.50% | 23.07% |[8.00% |2.30% |50.00% | 14.80% | 12.50% | 56.00% |0.00% |16.65% | 15.38%
Haogu

Tabena 1: npoyenm 00 exynuuom Opoj HA HAOOU COOPHCAHU B0 PEYEHMHUOM CILOj U NPOYEeHm 00 cume

npeopuUMCKU HA0OU COOPAHCAHU B0 PeYyeHmMHUOM CNLOj

Ie s Il_e w [IVsw [vs V.n Vil Xs | xu XIll
% of total 9.75% | 10.15% |17.85% |[8.65% [ 7.80% |13.50% |5.80% |[28.40% |6.90% |17.65% |54.15%
% of pre-Roman | 12.50% | 23.07% | 8.00% | 2.30% | 50.00% |14.80% |12.50% |56.00% [ 0.00% | 16.65% | 15.38%

Table 1: the percentage of the total ceramic record contained in the top-soil and the percentage of pre-Ro-

man finds in the top-soil

HCTpaXKyBama IEJOCHO ja WCMOMHHja 3aMuciiara Ja
MPETCTaByBaaT CBOEBUJCH TECT 32 CUCTEMATCKHUTE
peKorHocIupama Ha Jokanutetot ox 2013.

[MagHCKMOT KapakTep Ha TEPECHOT, JIOKAIHUTE
KJIMMAaTCKM OJUIMKM W MHTEH3WBHaTa 00pa0OTKa Ha
3eMJUIITETO YCIOBHIIE yMEpeHa JI0 3acHJICHa epo-
3Mja Ha 3€MjHUINTETO BO OKOJIMHATA HA JIOKAIUTETOT
M BOOIIIITO, BO CEBEPHUOT Kpaj on THKBemIkara
Kotiuua.” Ha oHue jokaiuu Kou He Ouiie HaceaeH!
WK HEe ce O(OPMIII apXCOJONIKU CJI0j, TOYBEHHOT
XOPU30HT CO MOKHOCT 071 15-20 cM e TupeKTHO HaT-
CIIOCH BP3 TEOJIOMIKHOT CYOCTpaT, KOj MaK € MIIaBHO
MPETCTaBEH CO IPBEHH IIHHITH WK CO CJIa00 KOHCO-
JMUIUpaHu KoHTIoMepatn u Opeun. Ha oHue mecra
Bp3 KOW IOCTOENE Tpaadu, moMery OBHE JBa Clioja
ce oopMuI KYNITYypeH CII0j Ydja MOKHOCT Bapupa
o 20-THHA CM JI0 PEYHCH 2 METPa, BO 3aBUCHOCT OJI
JIOJITOTPAJHOCTA HA TPaj0UTe U HUBHHOT KapakTep.
3emjeHara MaTpuIa HajuecTo € (uHa U MPaBIuBa, U
COJPXKM MaJKy mpupozeH kameH. Hej3nHata 60ja Ba-
pupa of] CBeTIoKa(eHa WM CUBKACTa BO TOPHUTE JI0
CBETJIOLPBEHA WMJIM TOPTOKAJIOBa BO JIOJHUTE CIIOE-
BH, O3 pa3iinka Ha KOHKpeTHaTa crparurpaduja. bes
CHELUjaTN3UPaHU CEIMMEHTOJIONIKH HCITUTYBambha HE
MOXKe /a ce 00jacHM BakBaTra 3aKOHHTOCT. Bo cexoj
CJIy4aj, U3BECHO € JieKa I[pBeHnKaBaTa 0o0ja moara of
00raTrCcTBOTO Ha JIOKAJTHUTE TIIMHU CO JKEJIC3HU OKCH-
1 ik co ¢enacnap. Co ories Ha Toa mTo 0ojaTa Ha
CEIMMEHTHUTE O]l JOJIHUTE XOPU30HTH TEIIKO CE pa3-
JTKyBa ox 0ojaTra Ha JOKaJIHaTa KapIia, BO TOBEKETO
coH/iM Oellle HEOMXOIHO JIa Ce HamapaBH YIITE eACH
JI0 JIBa OTKOIIa Ha JIeJT O] TIOBPIIIMHATA, 32 J1a MOXKE CO
CUTYPHOCT Jia C€ KOHCTAaTHUpa BHCHHATA HA CTEPHII-
HUOT c10j. BakBHOT mpucTan cTana yure moHeomnxo-
JIEH OTKaKO CTaHa jaCHO JIeKa HajCTapuTe HACEIONH-
CKH XOPH30HTH BO TojieM Opoj Ha CITydJaHl ce COIyBa-
HU €JIMHCTBEHO BO jaMH WJIM MPHUPOJHU JYMKH, O
HUBOTO Ha CTEPIITHUOT cJioj. Ha mpB mornex ce unHM

° PagoBa"oBuk 1924.
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plough-soil assemblages have demonstrated that the
surface record includes only between 5 and 10% of
the corpus of finds in the top-soil.'® Thus, the chanc-
es of coming across surface evidence of early phases
of occupation at any given time are indeed low and
the only way of mitigating this problem is to collect
large quantities of surface finds, over large areas of
the site."

Because of the hilly terrain, the local climate and
intensive cultivation, the surroundings of Vidin Grad
and the wider Tikve$ Basin are prone to soil ero-
sion.'? On locations that were not occupied in the past
or at which cultural layers have not formed, an under-
developed, 15-20 cm-thick soil horizon overlies the
local bedrock, represented by reddish clay or poorly
consolidated sedimentary rocks, conglomerates and
breccias. At occupied locations, these two layers are
separated by archaeological deposits, the thickness
of which ranges from 20 cm to 2 meters, depending
on the character and the longevity of occupation. The
archaeological sediments have a fine, clayey texture.
Their colour varies from bright, greyish-brown in the
upper horizons, to pale red or orange in the lower,
irrespective of the concrete stratigraphic sequence.
This regularity cannot be explained without special-
ized sedimentological studies. It can merely be ob-
served that the reddish colour of the sediments from
the lower strata is related to the composition of the lo-
cal clays and, more precisely, the presence of iron ox-
ides or feldspar. Because of their colour and texture,
the lowest cultural layers are not easily distinguished
from the local geological substrate. Therefore, it was
often necessary to cut into the sterile surface to en-
sure that the excavations have reached bedrock. This

1 Ammerman 1985.

' Bintliff 2013.

12 Radovanovi¢ 1924; it proved impossible to find a
more recent synthesis of the environmental conditions in
this micro-region.



JieKa JIOKaJHaTa 3eMjeHa MaTpuia 100po ' KOH3ep-
BHpa KOCKEHUTE U METAJTHU HAOJH, HaKO COCeMa Ma-
TMOT Opoj Ha IPOHAjJICHN MeTalHu apTedakTu dpia
COMHEIX Bp3 0Baa KOHCTaTaIuja.

H3BemTaj o1 HCTPAXKYBAHETO 1O COHAU
Hemouno nooepaoue, conou I, XV u XVI

Bo HuTy enHa ox oBue coHIU He Oelie KOHCTa-
TUPAaH KyJATYPEH XOpU30HT. Bo cute Tpu coHau
CJI0jOT CUTHO3PHECTH WJIH C1a00 KOHCOTUINPAHH Ce-
JTUMEHTHHU KapmH c€ I0jaBHd Beke Ha TPETHOT OTKOII
Wi Ha penatuBHa anaboumHa ox 20 mo 25 cm. Bo
c1ab0 Pa3BUCHHUOT MOYBEH XOPU3OHT PETKO CE€ jaBy-
BaaT IOroJieMH OJIOKOBH KaM€H, MOXeOHM JOHECEHH
CEKYHJIaPHO Ha OBHE JIOKAIUH, a apTe(hakTH PEUUCH
M J1a HeMa.

Hcmouno nooepaoue, conoa IV

Bo conna IV, cmecTena Ha camo Okoity 25 METpH
jyroucrouno oz conna Il u 28 meTpu jy>kHO 01 COH-
ma XV, ce oTkpu MHOry moborarta crparurpaduja.
BeymHocT, Bo ceBepoucToyHAaTa MOJIOBUHA Of OBaa
COHJIa, CUTYyaIlfjara of[Baj ce pa3JIMKyBallle Of OHaa
Ha Koja ce Haujie BO MPETXOJHO CIIOMECHATHUTE COH-
mu. Tyka, XyMyCHHOT TOKpHBa4Y MMa jeOennHa of
camMo 15 cM W € MPWIMYHO CHpPOMAIIEH CO HAO[U.
CrienHuoT cioj € ymre MOTeHOK W MepH okoiry 10
cMm. CennMeHTUTE UMaaT MOKOMIIAKTHA TEKCTypa U
Ce HEIITO MOCBEeTIH, a OPOjHOCTA Ha HaoauTe OJia-
ro ce nokadyea. bpojor Ha KepaMHU4KH (parMeHTH
JIBOJHO C€ 3TOJIEMH BO HapemHuoT ciioj — [V 2 — xoj
ce OJUTMKYBa CO IPBEHUKaBa 00ja U CO MOIIIHE HU3pa-
3€Ha KOMIIAKTHOCT, U KOj IIOCTENEHO C€ MPETOITyBa
BO CTEPHJIHHOT XOPH3OHT LIPBEHHWKaBa MEKa Kapra.
Bo cnopen6a co coraute III, XV u XVI, auBoTo Ha
3IpaBUIla BO OBOj ned of coHma IV e onBaj HEmTo
O/ITa00KO.

MeryToa, Ha HICTOBO HABO, BO jYTO3aIafHAOT KPaj
07l COHJIaTa, HAa TIOBPIIMHA CO HEMPaBUIIHA KPY)KHA
(hopma ce jaBu cioj 10Opo TpoceaHa 3eMja co CBET-
smocuBa 00ja, pelaTUBHO OOraT CO CUTHH HAOAU U
rpy0o oopadoTen kameH. (Cnuka 1) OBaa mojasa mmpo-
JIOJIKYBa TIOJT jyro3arafHAoT POt Ha COHIaTa, ma
3aroa coaa [V Oermre mpommpeHa KOH jyro3armaj co
YIITE eTHA COH/A CO UJCHTUYHH JUMEH3UH 07 2 Ha 2
MeTpu. TokMy BO IpomupyBameTo Ha conpa IV cu-
Tyallgjara IpacTUYHO Ce MEHYyBa a crparurpadujara
Harmo ce mpojyiadouysa. Jlomeka ceBepo3anajiHuoT
aroJI Ha COHJIaTa MMa BHCHHCKA BpemHOCT ox 315.56
M. H.B., CHPOTHBHHOT jyTro3amnajeH aroi € Ha 315.86
MeTpu Haa mopeto. O Apyra cTpaHa, BUCHHCKAra
pasnuka rmoMmery MOBPIIMHATA HA CTCPUIHHUOT CIIO]
BO OBHME JIBa arjia oJ coHaaTa ¢ MuHuManHa. Oa
CEKaKO Ce€ JIOJDKM Ha WHTEH3WBHOTO HAIUIACTYBAaHE
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practice became especially warranted, once it was re-
alized that the earliest horizons are often preserved in
negative phenomena, below the level of bedrock. The
first impression is that bone and metal artefacts are
well-preserved in the local sediment matrix, although
it has to be stressed that the number of metal finds
retrieved is suspiciously low in comparison to other
contemporary sites of similar status.

The results of the excavations by trenches
The eastern “suburb”; test-pits I1l, XV and XVI

All three trenches are sterile. In all three trenches
the layer of fine-grained or poorly consolidated sed-
imentary rocks appears at a depth of 20-25 cm. The
thin soil horizon contains a few redeposited stone
blocks and hardly any ceramics. These three trenches
are located next to field blocks with average district
densities, suggesting that the surface material in this
area of the site is derived from localized deposits.

The eastern “suburb”; test-pit IV

This trench located 25 meters southeast of test-
pit III and 28 meters south of test-pit XV had a
much deeper stratigraphy than the previous group of
trenches. More precisely, in its northeast half, the sit-
uation hardly differed from that encountered in the
other three trenches. Here, the soil horizon is only
15 cm thick and, unlike the neighbouring trenches, it
contains a small number of pottery fragments. How-
ever, it does not overlie bedrock, but a 10 cm-thick
horizon, characterized by fine clayey sediments of
bright brown colour, IV_7. The slight increase in the
number of finds was a sign that these are not sterile
layers. In fact, in the next layer, IV_2, the number
of finds is doubled. The sediment in this layer is a
compact reddish clay that gradually merges with the
sterile rock, distinguished by its more intensive col-
our, greater solidity and absence of artefacts. In com-
parison to the previous group of trenches, bedrock
was revealed at a slightly greater depth.

However, in the southwest half of the trench, the
stratigraphy changes. A roughly round area was dis-
covered at bedrock level, covered with fine, loose
sediment with a bright-greyish colour. (Figure 1) It
contained a relatively large number of ceramic frag-
ments and roughly cut stone. This feature continues
under the southwest profile, so it was decided to ex-
tend trench IV in this direction, with another trench
of identical dimensions. In the extension of trench
IV, the stratigraphy grows rapidly thicker. Whereas
the northwest corner of the trench stands at 315.56
meters above the sea, the opposite southwest corner
is at 315.86 meters above the sea. At the same time,
the bedrock level in both corners of the trench has



Ha apXeoJIOIIKK CEIUMEHTH BO jyrosamnajHara I0J10-
BHHA Ol coHzIara. MIMeHo, Kpaj ceBepHUOT MPOduiT
07l COHJaTa, BeTHAII O] MOYBEHHOT XOPHU3OHT Ce
jaByBa TeMHocuB cnoj — [V_8 — penaruBHo Gorar co
OpraHCKH OCTaToIH, apTeakTu U 0COOEHO cOo rpy0o
MpUACIIKaH KaMeH U TpajckHa kepamuka. Ce jaByBa
BO Tojac mupok momery 60 u 70 cM, a ce HaTaI0KIIT
HaJl WIN AETyMHO OWJI BKOIIAaH BO BTOPHOT XOPU30HT
cuBo-kadeHna 3emja — IV_7. Ha ceBepHHOT mpodun
jacHo ce mieda Jeka ce paboTH 3a pad o pyIICBUH-
CKa 30Ha, K0ja CEKaKo MPOIOJKYyBa BO CEBEPEH U ce-
Bepo3zamnazeH npasen. (Crnuka 2) [lox oBoj pymieBuH-
CKH CJIOj, CTIEW XOPHU30HTOT Ha CHBO-KaeHa 3eMja,
IV _7, xoHCTaTHpaH U HA CEBEPOMCTOYHHOT MTPOMUIT
Ha coHjata. Bo jyrozamagHuoT Jen o coHIara OBOj
CJI0j € JaJieKy MOMOKEH, co AeOeirHa MITO Bapupa
nomery 15 u 20 cm. (Cnuka 3) JlonHara rpaHuna Ha
OBOj €J10j ja (hopMHpa Mojac CoO HEUITO OTeMHa 00ja
1 JocTa cuTeH kameH i yakan, [V_6. Toj e Bo ro-
JilemMa Mepa pa3BieueH U JeopMHUpaH, a HeroBara Jie-
OenmHa perko HaamuHyBa 10 cM. [lonHaTta rpanuna
Ha OBOj XOpH30HT € Ha 315.42 MeTpu Hal MOpETO.
Ha ceBepHuoTr kpaj ox jyrozanagHuoT npoduia Toj
JUPEKTHO HaJIeTHYBa BP3 XOPU3OHTOT L[PBEHHKABa
mHa — [V_2 — mrTo ce jaByBa 1 Ha CIPOTHBHHUOT Ce-
BepoucroueH npoduia. Ho Ha octanaroTo of jyrosa-
naaHuoT npodui, IV_2 mocteneHo nmoyHyBa 1a TOHE,
1 IToMery OBOj U IIPETXOAHUOT YaKaJeCT XOPU30HT ce
W3IIBOjyBa HOB CJI0j CHBa IMpoceaHa 3emja, IV _5. Toj
€ J0CTa MOTEHOK BO OJHOC Ha IPBUOT XOPU3OHT CH-
BO-Ka(eHa 3eMja U Heropara MOKHOCT HE HaJJMUHYBa
10 cM. OBOj XOPU30HT C€ IIMPHU HU3 HAJrOJIEM JET O
MOBpIIMHATA HA jyro3amnajgHara IMOJOBHHA Ol COHAA
4 ¥ IenyMHO HaBlieTyBa BO HEj3MHATa CEBEPOUCTOYU-
HaTa MOJIOBUHA, IIITO U HE HaBeJIE J1a TH MPOIIPUME
HCKOITyBamara Bo oBaa coHza. [lox oBoj cioj, a Haf
XOPHU30HTOT LPBEHHMKaBa IVIMHA, OJHOBO CE jaByBa
anTepHalMja Off TIECOKIIMB CII0j U CJI0j MpoceaHa, CH-
Bo-kadena 3emja, IV _4 u IV_3. Obara ce co mocra
roMaJia MOKHOCT BO OJJHOC Ha MPBHOT Map, U PETKO
HagMUHyBaar nedennHa o 5 cM. OTTyKa, pa3oupiu-
BO € ILITO BO TEKOT Ha MCKOITyBamara OBa paciiojy-
Bame He Oeme 3a0enexaHo. He Tpeba na ce nuckimyyu
MOXXHOCTA JIeKa OBUE I10jaBU Cce MPOTETane Bp3 MOII-
HE MaJl Jie Off COH/ATa MOKpaj jyrozanajiHuoT Mpo-
(hun, ma He Omte 3abenekaHu MPU UCKOITyBamkaTa.

[MocnemHOT XOPHU30HT CUBO-Kad)eHA MOTHETHIIA,
IV_3, moumBa Bp3 CII0jOT IPBEHUKABA TJIMHA, KOj €
JI0CTa MMOMOKEH W COYYBaH HU3 I[eJaTa MOBPIIHHA OJT
coHpara. 11 Ha ceBEepOMCTOUYHHOT U Ha jyro3anagHuoT
npodui 0Boj ¢i10j uMa MokHocT of Hax 10 cMm. JlecHo
ce JBOM O] IOBUCOKHTE XOPH3OHTH, OlarojapeHue
Ha 0ojaTta ¥ rojemMara KOMITaKTHOCT, HO He3a0eexu-
TEJTHO CE CTOITyBa CO CTEPHIHHOT CJIOj, KOj € OIBaj
HEINTO MOUBPCT W COAPXKU TPYTKH Oeia IIHHA CO
pasnuuHu AuMensud. He Gea mpoHajaeHn CTpYKTyp-
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the same absolute height. This difference is entirely
due to the sudden rise in the number and thickness
of cultural horizons in the extension of this trench.
Immediately underneath the soil horizon, we reached
a dark-grey layer — IV_8 — rich with organic residue
and artifacts, especially stone rubble and building ce-
ramics. It is confined to a 60-70 cm-narrow strip by
the northwest profile of the trench. It overlays and
partly cuts through a layer of bright-brownish colour,
IV_7. On the northwest cross-section, it is evident
that IV_8 belongs to a zone of building debris that
spreads north and northwest of trench IV. (Figure 2)
On the other hand, the layer below, IV_7, extends
over the entire surface of this trench and is also visi-
ble on its northeast cross-section. In the extension of
test-pit IV, its thickness grows to about 20 cm. (Fig-
ure 3) The lower margin of this layer is a band of sed-
iment of a slightly darker colour and much coarser
texture than the layer above. It is a mixture of clay
and large amounts of sand and small-sized pebbles,
IV_6. Its thickness is variable, but does not exceed 10
cm. Its jagged contours are a likely sign of post-dep-
ositional disturbance. The lower limit of this horizon
lies at 315.42 meters above the sea. On the northern
end of the southwest cross-section, it overlies [V_2,
the layer of reddish clay, also observed on the oppo-
site northeast profile. To the south, the latter horizon
begins to sink and it is separated from IV_6, by a
short sequence of discrete layers, visible only in the
southern half of the southwest profile. In this corner
of the trench, IV_6 rests on a layer of finely sorted
and loose sediment of greyish colour, IV_5. Like the
superimposing layer, its thickness does not exceed 10
cm. This horizon spreads over most of trench IV and
it includes the irregularly shaped feature that induced
us to extend test-pit IV. Between this layer and IV_2,
there is another alternation of a layer of greyish,
loose sediment and a thin layer of sand and pebbles,
IV_4 and IV_3. Both are confined to the southeast
corner of the trench and their thickness does not ex-
ceed 5 cm. This goes a long way in explaining why
these strata went unnoticed in the course of the exca-
vations.

The last horizon of greyish-brown fill, IV_3, rests
on the layer of reddish clay, IV_2 much thicker than
the previous horizons and preserved over the entire
surface of the trench. On both the northeast and south-
west profiles, it is over 10 cm thick. Thanks to its
colour and compactness, it clearly stands apart from
the upper horizons. It is somewhat more difficult to
determine its lower limit, but the increased solidity
and the increased frequency of clods of white clay
are sure indicators that the excavations have reached
sterile surface. IV_2 does not contain any built re-
mains, but it can be associated with three features,
visible on the plan of the trench. One of these is a



HU OCTaToIl BO PAMKHUTE Ha OBOj XOopu30HT. Cenak,
BO jyroszarajgHara 4YeTBPTHHA O] MPOIIUpPEHaTa COH-
na, Oelre TpoHajaeHa rpymnanyja GparMeHT rpyoa,
CKJIQIMIITHA WJIM OTHHITHA KepaMHKa M3MEIIaHU CO
CJTabu Tparu oJ] rapex 1 MOJI0KEeH! BP3 CTEPHITHA OC-
HoBa. (Cnuka 4) Co ronema BepojaTHOCT MOXKE Ja Ce
MPETIIOCTABY JICKa U JIBETC jaMU OTKPHUCHU BO COH-
na IV My mpunarane Ha HCTHOB XOpu30HT. HuBHUTE
ropHHU paboBU ce OTKpHja Ha HAJAMOPCKA BHCOYHHA
O]l peurcH TOYHO 315 MeTpH, LITO Ce MOKJIOMyBa CO
JIOJTHATa TPAaHUIA HA OBOj XOPU30HT BO jyXKHAaTa I10-
noBuHA on coHpara. OOere jaMu Owiie BKOTIAHH BO
3apaBuia. Toa mTO rpynanujaTa KepamMuyku ¢par-
MeHTH ¢ 3a 10 cM moBHCOKa 0J1 TOPHUOT pad Ha ja-
MHUTE C€ JOJDKM Ha MPHUPOJHHOT Haja Ha HUBOTO Ha
3[IpaBHIIaTa O CEBEP KOH jyT.

Jama IV_1 Gemre oTkpreHa BO IEHTPATHUOT A€
o7l mpomupeHara conaa. Mma oamnHa dopma co
numensun ox 83 Ha 64.5 cm. (Cimka 5) Kon gHOTO
MOCTEINEHO ce cTecHyBa. OBaa jama Oellle UCIoJIHETa
co ¢uHa mpoceaHa 3eMja CO CBETJIOCHBO 00ja, a Ha
caMOTO JHO Oerie OTCTpaHeT AeOeN ClI0j YrcTa Ie-
nen. O oBaa 1einuHa Oerie coOpaHo MOroIeMo KO-
JIMYECTBO CaJlOBHA KepaMUKa, HO He Oea IPpOoHajIeH!
HUTY )KUBOTHHCKH KOCKH, HUTY TPary OJl ropeme. Ja-
Mara e Jyiaboka oKony 25 cM.M0oXHO € IPBUYHO HEj-
3UHUTE SHI0BH Ja Ouie o0JIoKeH! co (pparMeHTH o
CKIIQJUINTEH CaJl FUTM TIaK jaMaTa Ja Omira KopucTeHa
Kako JIOKUINTE 3a mutoc. ExeH moronem ¢parMeHt
Oellie MPOHAjICH MMOKPaj CEBEPOUCTOYHUOT SH].

Jama IV_2 ce naora Bo jyrosamagHuOT aroil Ha
conpara. Taa mpoOOKYBa MOJ jyro3amajHUOT U
JYTOMCTOYHHOT MpoQUII o1 coHpaTa u Oemie camo
JIETyMHO HcurcTeHa. Hej3mHMOoT O0IMK M TUMEH3UH
He Oea yTBpAEHH, I1a CeTlakK, CIiopel OTKPUEHHOT CeT-
MEHT, Taa OWJla CO MHOTY IOTOJIEeMH JHMEH3HU Of
jama IV_1. Bo otkpuenuot gen e mmadoka oxoiy 40
cm. [omHernnara e mo0Opo mpoceana 3eMja co CBET-
J1a, CuBO-KaeHa 00ja M COAPKU MHOTY MajKy Hao-
I, TIIABHO )KMBOTHHCKHU KOCKH M CUTHH (hparMeHTH
Ha KepaMuka. MoxeOu ce paboTw 3a OTIagHa jaMa.

Criopen oBa, Ha jyrozanafHuoT PO O COHAA
IV moxe na ce u3aBojar 3 wim 4 rpage’KHu XOPU30H-
Td. Tue ce oTHpTyBaar Ha nMpoUIOT OnaronapeHue
Ha 3aCHJICHOTO TMPHCYCTBO HEOOpabOTEeH WM MpH-
JlelTkaH KaMeH W 4akall, HO He C€ COYYBaHH OCTaTo-
LY OA MOJOBU WM TeMeIHM naptuu. OBuE ClI0eBU
Ce CO pa3IMYHa MOKHOCT, a Pa3ABOEHH CE€ CO CIIoe-
BU IOJIHETHUIIA, KOW TM OAJHMKYBa MajlOTO KOJHYe-
CTBO CKeJIETHA Maca W CBeTjaTa, cuBo-KadeHa 0oja
Ha ceauMeHTOT. CII0jOT MOJHETUIa eIUHCTBEHO OT-
CYCTBYBa HaJI ITOCIIETHUOT IPaJICKESH XOPHU3OHT, a Ha
HEr0BO MECTO C€ jaByBa IOYBEHHOT IOKpPHUBAY, IITO
€ YIITE eJieH [TOKa3aTell 3a UHTeH3UBHATA €po3Hja Ha
3eMjuiuTeTo. [lanexky momoOpo € couyBaH HpeETIo-
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concentration of large fragments of cooking vessels
or storage jars, mixed with burned organic debris and
ashes, and deposited on bedrock in the southwest cor-
ner of the trench. (Figure 4) It is highly probable that
the two pits discovered in this trench, IV_P_1 and 2
belong to the same building horizon. Their rims lie at
315 meters above the sea, which matches the eleva-
tion value of the base of this horizon in the southern
half of trench IV. The cluster of coarse pottery in the
southwest corner is 10 cm higher, but this merely re-
flects the variable height of the bedrock surface in
this trench.

Pit IV_P_1 was uncovered in the central part of
the extended trench. (Figure 5) It has an oval shape
and measures 83 by 64.5 cm, but it gets visibly nar-
rower towards the bottom. The infill is a fine and
loose sediment of bright greyish colour, IV_1a, that
is underlain by a thin layer of pure ashes at the bot-
tom of the pit. This deposit contains large quantities
of ceramic fragments, but surprisingly, it did not yield
any bones or burning remains. The bottom of the pit
lies at a depth of 25 cm. It is possible that, originally,
the walls were lined with ceramic fragments or that
a large storage jar was fixed in it. One fragment of a
large storage jar was found lining its northeast wall.
In that case, this is not a closed deposit, even though
the material recovered is chronologically homoge-
nous.

IV_P_ 2 is in the southeast corner of trench IV, the
area with the thickest stratigraphy in this trench. It
continues beyond the southeast and southwest pro-
file and it was cleared only partly. Its dimensions and
shape could not be determined, but it is obviously
much larger than IV_P 1. The maximum depth in
the excavated portion is 40 cm. It is filled with bright,
greyish-brown earth, IV_1b, that contains few ce-
ramic fragments and bones.

In sharp contrast to the rest of the trenches opened
in this part of Vidin Grad, there are no less than three,
possibly four, occupation layers in test-pit IV. These
are preserved on the southwest cross-section and they
are defined by layers of uncut or roughly cut stone,
or sand and pebbles of variable thickness. The floors
associated with these building phases have not been
preserved. We suspect these are substruction levels
alternating with infill layers of bright brown or grey-
ish sediments of fine texture. Only the last building
horizon, IV_8, lacks the associated infill. It is cov-
ered by the soil horizon instead, which is another
testimony to the agency of soil erosion at this site.
The underlying horizon encompassing layers IV _7
and IV_6 is preserved much better. A small group
of roughly worked stone blocks that cut through the
layer of reddish clay, IV_2, probably belong to this
building phase. IV_2 represents the remains of the



CIIeIHUOT WK (OpOCHO 0f] TOpe) BTOPUOT I'PafeKeH
XOPHU30HT, KOj JTYMHO C€ OTCIIMKAal M Ha CeBepo3a-
magauoT npodui. Tyka ce 3abenexyBa mana Trpy-
ranyja Ha KaMema BKOTAHM BO CJIOjOT IPBEHHUKaBa
minHa. [TOCNIeHUOB C€J0j TO MPEeTCTaByBa TPETHUOT
WM HajCTapuoOT TPajie’keH XOpu30HT. IHTeH3uBHAaTa
CBETIIO-1IpBeHa 00ja 1 c1ab0TO MPHUCYCTBO HA KaMEH,
YKa)KyBaar Jieka ce padOTH 3a pacTOleHa IJIMTapHa
Maca, ITIaBHO eKCTpaxupaHa oJf JIOKaITHATa 3/[paBuIla.
Mo:xHO € moMery OBOj M MPETXOAHUOT TPAJEiKeH XO-
PH30HT JIa UMAJIo YIITE ¢Ha HACCIOMHCKA eMHU30/1a,
HO Taa CeKako OWiIa WM MOIIHE KPaTKOTpajHa WU
rpajoara Ouia o1 eeMepeH KapakTep.

Crparurpadujara orkpueHa Bo conna IV e uspcr
JIOKa3 JieKa UCTOYHOTO MOATpaje Ha oBaa HacenoOa
OMJIO HaceleHO M Toa BO HEKONKY (a3u. Hemro mox
5 TIpOIIeHTH O KEpaMUIKUTe (hparMeHTH MpOHajIe-
HU BO jyrosamajHara MmojoBuHa of coHaa IV, Moxe
Jla ce JaTupaar paMKOBHO BO JiolHarta AHTUKa. Tue
C€ UCKIIY4YUBO 3aCTall€HU BO XYMYCHHOT IIOKPUBaY U,
nocna0o, BO MOJTHETHUIIATA IIITO MY PUITara Ha BTOPH-
OT, OTHOCHO TIPETIOCIEIHUOT TPAJICKEH XOPU3OHT.
(I'padpa 1) Co ormen Ha TOa MWTO AYpPH IBE-TPETHHH
O] HAOJTUTE BO OBOj CJIOj MOXKE JIa Ce JaThpaar BO Xe-
JICHUCTUYKATA €10Xa, CMETaMe JIeKa CaMo MOCIICAHA-
Ta rpagexHa ¢aza, 3acTarneHa okKpaj ceBepHUOT pad
OJl COHJIaTa, JIaTHpa BO JOIHOpUMcKaTa eroxa. Oc-
TaHATUTE TpanekHu (azu ce mpeapuMcku. [lomery
MaTepujaioT JOMUHHpA CHBO IeueHaTa KepaMHKa,
paboTeHa Ha KoJIe, Cropen KJIACHYHH erejcKH 00-
pacuu ¥ padyHo paboTeHa KepaMHKa, CO IPBEHO-Ka-
(hera 60ja u rpy6 cocras Ha uHara.'® OBre THIIOBU
KepaMHUKa MOXKE J]a ce JaTHpaaT BO MOIIHE IIUPOK
BPEMEHCKHU UHTEpBaJ 0] KpajoT Ha JKene3HoTo Bpe-
Me JI0 KpajoT Ha XeNeHU3MOT, a IITO CEe OJHEeCyBa
J0 payHo paboTeHara rpyba KepamHKa, Ha HEKOU
JIOKAJIMTETH CE CPEeTHYBa W BO pUMcCKara emoxa. [la
cemnak, OTCyCTBOTO Ha KepamuKa paboTeHa BO AyXOT
Ha JKEJIE3HOAONCKaTa TPaJWlUja KapaKTepUCTUYHA
3a [loBapaapuero, Kako U pEeTKUTE (parMeHTH Ke-
paMuKa TIpecBiIedeHa CO KBATUTETEH IIpH HHUPHA)3 U
yKpaceHa cO TEXHHKa Ha OTCTPaHYBamE Ha JIAKOT, ja
CTaBaar JIOJIHATa TpaHuIla Ha oBaa ¢a3a HajpaHO BO
paHOaHTHUYKAaTa WA PAHOXCIICHUCTUYKATA €I10Xa. Bo
MOMEHTOB TEIIKO MOXeE TONPEIH3HO A3 C€ YTBPAH
ropHara rpaHuiia Ha oBaa aza. OTCycTBOTO Ha Kepa-
MHKa IpecBiieueHa co cliad, MoceH npH QUpHaj3, Ka-
PaKTEepPUCTHYHA 32 TOIHO-XEICHHUCTUYKATA e1oXa, He
MOpa J1a 3HauH JIeKa UCTOYHOTO NoArpaaue Ha Buaun
I'pax 3ampernio mpen puMCKHTE OCBOjyBamba Ha OBHE
kpanmTa. OBa MOXeE J]a € pe3yaTar Ha OTEKHATHOT
MPUCTAIl JI0 OBaa KepaMHYKa Kareropuja BO TEKOT

10 Cm. co pemeproapor KepamuKa MPOHAjICH BO Xe-
neHuctHakuTe cioesn Ha Ctobm, Stojanovié-Anderson
1992.
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earliest building phase. Its bright reddish colour and
the scarcity of stone point to the possibility that these
sediments are derived from disintegrated mudbrick,
extracted from the local bedrock. It is likely that there
is another phase of occupation — layers IV_4 and 3
—, between this and the succeeding building horizon,
but it was either highly localized or short-lived.

The thick and complex stratigraphy revealed in
test-pit IV demonstrates that the area outside the
outer eastern wall of the settlement was occupied
on multiple occasions. The substantial quantities of
surface finds recorded on cadastral parcels 132 and
133 are not offsite material, but come from disturbed
subsurface layers. The dense vegetation in the area
north of these parcels precludes a systematic survey,
but the results of the excavations in test-pits III, XV
and XVI have shown that, the area beyond the east-
ern wall was inhabited, albeit intermittently.

Less than 5% of all finds recovered from test-pit
IV date to Late Antiquity. Most of these finds were
found in the soil horizon and a small percentage in
the infill accumulated during the preceding phase of
occupation, IV_7. (Graph 1) Because over two-thirds
of the finds from IV_7 can be dated to the Hellenistic
period, it is certain that only the last building hori-
zon, represented by the rubble layer I[V_8 belongs to
the period of Late Antiquity. The rest of the building
phases identified in this trench are pre-Roman. The
ceramic material consists of two major categories:
grey-fired, wheel-made pottery that imitates Clas-
sical and Hellenistic Aegean forms and hand-made
pottery, characterized by coarse fabrics and surface
colour that ranges from reddish to dark brown.!* In
theory, these broad ceramic categories can date any-
where between the end of the Iron Age and the end of
the Hellenistic period and, at some sites, the group of
hand-made coarse pottery continues into the Roman
period. Nevertheless, the absence of pottery made in
the Iron Age tradition characteristic for the Middle
Vardar Valley, as well as the small number of Black-
Gloss fragments decorated with patterns made by re-
moval or partial application of the gloss, place the
lower limit of this horizon at the end of the Classical
or the beginning of the Hellenistic period.

At present, it is much more difficult to determine
the end of the settlement extramuros. The absence of
finds covered with poor black gloss, typical for the
Late Hellenistic or Hellenistic-Roman period does
not necessarily indicate that this area was abandoned
at the time of the Roman conquest. Black-gloss pot-
tery is in general rare at this site and the absence of
this late variant could reflect limited access to these

3 Cf. with the ceramic assemblages retrieved from
pre-Roman layers at Stobi, Stojanovi¢-Anderson 1992.



Ha TMPBUOT BEK /0 BEK W IOJ IO PUMCKOTO OCBOjY-
Bame Ha Makenonuja. U penaruBHo nedenara u KOM-
IJIEKCHA cTpaTurpaduja OTKpUEeHA Ha jyro3amnagHiuoT
npodmr ox couaa IV, 30opyBa Bo mpujor Ha €IHA
nofonroTpajHa (aza Ha xuBeewme. Bo cekoj ciryuaj,
LIEJIOCHOTO OTCYCTBO Ha MaTepujall LITO MOXeE Ja ce
JaTUpa BO PaHOLAPCKUOT MEpUO[, ymaTyBa Ha Toa
JieKka Haces0ara Kaj MCTOYHOTO MmoArpaaue Ha Buaun
I'pan Owira HamymTeHa HajAOIHA JO MOYETOKOT HA
paHormapckara emnoxa. Ciemnara u mocieana ¢asza Ha
KHUBECHE HAa OBOj JIeN ONl HacenbaTa M mpumara Ha
JOITHOAHTHYKATA eroXa.

Jvarcna mepaca, conoa 1

Kako mTo Oeme o0jacHETO BO MPETXOIHOTO
nornasje, conga | Oemre mocraBeHa Ha Jies Of Te-
PEHOT Kajie IITO Ha MOBPLIMHATA JOMHHHpa Mare-
pHjan on mpenpuMmckara emnoxa. MckomyBamara ja
MTOTBP/IMja BEPOIOCTOJHOCTA HA CIMKATA IIITO ja Jaje
MTOBPITMHCKUOT MaTepHjai. HajropHHOT XOpH30HT BO
oBaa coH/a,l 6, mpeTcTaBeH CO MOYBCHUOT IOKPUBAY
€ J1aJieKy TIOMOKEH BO OIHOC Ha OHOj KOHCTAaTHPaH BO
JIeTIOT Ha UCTOYHOTO TOATpajAne, ITO Mopa Aa € pe-
3yJATaT Ha HAMAaJIeHOTO JIejCTBO Ha epo3ujara. Hero-
Bara acOenmHa mocTUTHYBa 1 10 30 cM, a peTKo mara
mox 25 cMm. (Ciuka 6) Ce ommuKyBa CO CEIMMEHT
co TemHOKadeHa 00ja, co c1abo MPHUCYCTBO HA CKe-
netHa maca u apredakru. Ilox oBoj cioj, Ha nenara
MOBPIIMHA OJI COHJIATa CE MOjaBU CJIOj CBETJIO-CHUBA
u nocHa 3eMja, I 5. CkeneTHaTa Maca € 0/iBaj HEIITO
MOM3Pa3eHa BO OTHOC HA XyMYCHHOT XOPHU30HT, HO Ce
3a0enexyBa ci1abo HAClIOjyBamke, 0COOEHO Ha UCTOU-
HHUOT npoduia ox connara. He tpeba na ce uckiryun
MOXKHOCTA JIeKa CTaHyBa 300p 3a ocTaTouy o ciada
cyoctpykiuja. MiMeHo, 0Baa KOHIIGHTpaIja KPyIeH
Yyakajl ¥ CUTEH KaMeH, C€ jaByBa Ha CaMOTO JHO O]l
CJI0jOT CHBKAcTa 3eMja W IO MPETCTaByBa HEKOTAIll-
HOTO HUBO Ha cyOcTpykuja. OBa HUBO C€ MOKJIOMY-
Ba CO JJOJIHUTE KPACBU OJ TPH I10jaBU BHUTUBH CaMO
Ha UCTOYHHOT npoduit on oBaa conna. (Cnuka 7) Ce
paboTH 3a TeCHU Mojacu OJICHOKOJITCHUKABA TJIMHA,
nebenu He noBeke o1 3-4 ¢M, a BUCOKH U JI0 ITOJIOBH-
Ha MeTap. HuBHHTE MONMHU KpaeBu ce 3a0enexyBaar
Ha penaTHBHA JIa0ounHa o oKomy 60 cM, mTO ce
MOKJIOIYBa CO CJI0jOT Yakai. Tue ce mocTaBeHH Ia-
paJIeTHO elIeH Ha APYT, U To MPeceKyBaar CJI0joT CHB-
KacTa 3eMja |, JelyMHO, IPOJOJKYBaaT HU3 XyMyC-
HHUOT XOPH30HT, a Imo4YnBaar Bp3 CICIHHUOT XOPU30HT
cBeTIonpBeHNKaBa 3eMja, | 4. IlpBute nmBa mojaca,
OZIJICCHO HAaJIEBO, TIOCTABEHH Ce Ha pacTojanue ox 20
CM, a ce Haoraar Ha OKOJy 25 CM O JyTOMCTOYHHOT
aroJl Ha coHjara. TPeTHOT mojac ce jaByBa Ha pac-
TojaHue of okony 115 cM o BTOproT, OJIM3y CeBEpO-
HCTOYHHUOT aroy Ha COHJIATa.
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products during the unstable period that followed the
Roman conquest of Macedon. The thick stratigraphy
revealed in test-pit IV reflects the longevity of the
pre-Roman phase in this part of the settlement. In any
case, the complete absence of finds that can be dated
to the Roman imperial period is a more convincing
proof that, by the time of the High Empire, the set-
tlement had retreated from this area. The subsequent
and last phase of occupation in this part of the settle-
ment dates to Late Antiquity.

The southern terrace; test-pit [

As mentioned in the previous section, test-pit [ is
located in a district in which pre-Roman pottery pre-
dominates in the surface record. It represents near-
ly three-quarters of all surface finds on grid 2. The
stratigraphy revealed in this trench does not contra-
dict this observation. The top horizon, I 6, is visibly
thicker than the soil horizon revealed in the area east
of the outer wall and this can be related to the varia-
ble effects of soil-erosion in different parts of this site.
On average, its depth ranges between 25 and 30 cm.
(Figure 6) The soil is dark-brown, and finely-grained
and it includes a small number of stone and arte-
facts. The next layer, characterized by fine and loose,
bright-grey sediment, 1 5, covers the entire surface
of this trench. Coarse sediments are as rare as in the
top layer, but they form an alignment, most clearly
visible on the east cross-section. We suspect that this
band of large pebbles marks the foundation level of
the last building phase at this spot. This layer follows
the lower limit of I 5 and coincides with the low-
er ends of three vertical features, visible only on the
east profile. (Figure 7) These are stripes of light-yel-
lowish clay, 3-4 cm wide and up to half a meter tall.
Like the supposed substructure level, their ends lie
50 to 60 cm below the surface.'* The stripes run par-
allel to each other. They cut through the layer of fine,
greyish sediment, [ 5, and partly continue into the
top-soil horizon. The first two stripes, counting from
the south profile are 20 cm apart. The southernmost
stripe is nearly 30 cm away from the southeast corner
of trench I. The third stripe was discovered about 115
cm from the second one, close to the northeast corner
of this trench. Compared to the other pair, it is poorly
preserved.

These features are not easily explained. It is pos-
sible that they are the remains of walls constructed of
perishable material, their face covered with a thick
coating of clay. The outer side of the northern wall
probably lurks behind the northern wall of the trench.
If this interpretation is accurate, it implies that the

4 On Figure 7, it is apparent that the elevation of this
level rises from north to south.



He e necHo na ce ob6jacHar oBue 1mojaBu. MOXHO
e J1a ce paboTH 3a SUIOBU 011 c1abo rpajieH 00jeKT, co
MaJid TUMEH3HH, KOU OJ1 JIBETE CTPaHH Ouiie mpeMady-
KaHU cO J1e0en coj mpoyucTeHa rmHa. Haasoper-
HaTa CTpaHa OJ CEBEPHHUOT SHJ HajBepOjaTHO OCTa-
Haja 3aJ]] CeBEpHHUOT npodui Ha coHmara. Tpeba ma
ce HarloMeHe JicKa OBHE IT0jaBH He Oea 3abenekanu
BO TEKOT Ha HCKOIMYyBameTO. JOKOIKY MOCTOEeN, SH-
JIOT TIITO ja 3aTBOpaj rpamdaea o 3amaji, cocema Jie-
3UHTETPUPAJI, HO HE CMEE JIa C€ UCKIIYYH MOKHOCTA
JieKa 00jeKTOT CTOEN OTBOPEH O 3alaHara CTpaHa.
Ha BakBOTO TONKYBame My mpoTHBpedr (HaKTOT IITO
CEIMMEHTOT TIOMeTly JIBa COCEIHHU T0jaca, BOOIIIITO
HE CE PA3IUKYBa O] CJIOjOT CBETIOCHBA 3¢Mja, Ha KOj
OBHE I10jaBU My npunaraar. [lypu u na ce pabotu 3a
SUJIOBH O]l TPOIIICH MaTepHjali, cenak ou tpebdasio aa
Ce OYeKyBa THE Jla MMaaT Makap 3a HHjaHCa TIOTEMHa
00ja 011 OKOITHHOT CJIO].

Bo ncrounara monoBuHa o1 coHmaTa, AedennHaTa
Ha XOPU30HTOT CUBKACTa 3€Mja M3HECYBa HEIITO HaJ
25 cm. Ho Bo 3amagHara mojoBUHA, HErOBaTa MOK-
HOCT Hag/Hall c€ HaMmallyBa W Ha 3alaJHUOT MpPO-
¢un Toj Mepu He noBeke ox 10-12 cm. OBOj mpeKuH
HAajJIECHO C€ CJIEJN HAa CEBEPHHUOT U jYKHHOT ITPODUIT
on couma . (Cruka 8) Ilox crmojor cuBKacTa 3eMja,
IO TIeJIaTa MOBPIITMHA Ha COHJIaTa Ce jaByBa KOMIIaK-
TEH CEJUMEHT CO CBETJOLPBEHHKaBa 00ja M ci1abo
MPUCYCTBO HA CHUTCH 4YaKaJ, KOCKU M KepaMUYKH
(¢parmentu, I 4. Toj e MoIIIHE CIMYEH CO HAjCTAPUOT
XOpPHU3OHT KOHcTatupaH Bo coHja IV. Bo ucrounara
TIOJIOBMHA O COH/Ia |, HeroBara ropHa rpaHuIia € Ha
okorry 60 cM ToJ] MOBpIIMHATA WM Ha arCONyTHA
BucounHa o 327.05 merpu H.B. Bo 3amannara mo-
JIOBMHA, UCTHOB CJI0j C€ jaByBa Beke Ha Jy1abounHa
01 OKOJIy 45 CM WM arcoJlyTHa BUCHUHA O]l OKOJIY
327.23 metpu H.M. Kako pe3ynrar Ha oBaa BUCHHCKA
pasmuKa, BO 3ama/iHaTa MOJIOBUHA O COHJATa, Ha HU-
BOTO Ha CBETIIOI[PBEHUKAaBa 3e€Mja C€ OTIPTa HUCKA
mwiatgopma, yija GpyHKIMja U HAYMH Ha opMHpambe
OCTaHyBaar Hermo3HaTH. MOXHO € Taa ja ouia odop-
MeHa MPY TOIUTAKkETO HA 00jEKTOT IITO MY IpHIIara
Ha XOPU30HTOT CUBKACTa 3eMja.

Bo 3amagnara rmoioBuHa 07 COHJaTa, Ha peJIaTHB-
Ha Jutabo4YMHa Ol OKOIy 65 CM, BKOTIaHa BO CJIOjOT
CBETJIOLIPBEHHKABa 3eMja Oelle MpoHajaeHa Maia
rpymnamnuja Ha HeoOpabOTeHH KaMemwa CO CPelHU U
rogemu quMens3uu. Co oriex Ha Toa IITO BaKOB Ka-
MEH He ce cpekaBa MPUPOIHO Ha OBOj JIOKAIUTET, THE
OYHTIICTHO OWiIe CeKyHJApHO IETIOHMpPAHW Ha OBa
MECTO, HO HE MOXKE Ja ce Kake Koja Omia HHBHara
MpBOOMTHA HAMEHA, HUTY Ha KOj IPajie’kKeH XOPU30HT
My NpHnarane.

XOpU30HTOT CBETJIOLPBEHUKABA TJIMHA € CO MPO-
MEHJIMBa MOKHOCT. Bo HCTOUHaTa MoJiOBHHA Of COH-
JaTa, Heropara aedernHa He HaAMHUHYBa 25 €M, HO BO
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building in question was small, because its ruins are
not projected on the west profile. These features went
unnoticed during excavation and it is unclear if the
western wall of this building is completely disinte-
grated or if it was open on the west. However, the
problem with this interpretation is that there are no
real differences between the sediments trapped in-be-
tween the faces of the supposed wall and the rest of
the sediment in this horizon. Were these walls built of
organic materials, they should have been preserved
as patches of shade darker than the surrounding
bright-greyish sediment.

In the eastern half of trench I, I_5 has a thickness
of over 25 cm, but in the western half, its thickness is
visibly reduced and it measures no more than 10-12
cm on the west cross-section. This change is most ap-
parent on the south and north cross-sections. (Figure
8) The layer below, I 4, is a compact, bright-reddish
sediment that contains small quantities of pebbles,
bone and ceramics. It is very similar to the oldest
horizon in trench IV. In the eastern half of trench
I, its surface was revealed 60 cm below the surface
or 327.05 meters above the sea. In its western half,
it was reached only 45 cm below the surface or at
327.23 meters above the sea. This height differential
follows a straight line that runs north-south and splits
trench I into two equal halves. It forms a low plat-
form in the western half of this trench, but the size
of the area uncovered is too small to understand its
original purpose. In any case, it must have been built
prior to the last construction phase on this spot.

A small concentration of uncut stone was discov-
ered in this layer, in the western half of the trench.
These blocks do not form a recognizable pattern. The
upper surface of this cluster was found 65 cm below
the surface, deeply embedded in I 4. This stone is not
derived from the local bedrock and it must have been
deposited secondarily at this findspot, but its previ-
ous use is unknowable.

The layer of bright-reddish clay is of variable
depth. Whereas in the eastern half of this trench its
thickness measures between 20 and 25 cm, it is up
to 40 cm thick in the western half. It is difficult to
ascertain its exact thickness, because I 4 has a fuzzy
upper limit. A number of intrusions from the layer
above are visible, especially on the south and west
cross-sections. There is a large patch of loose, bright-
grey sediment in the eastern half of the southern
cross-section, I 3, the colour and texture of which
are indistinguishable from those of I 5.

With the exception of the pile of stones found in
the western half of this trench — that could be later
intrusions —, layer I 4 does not include any structural
remains. The only unmovable find that is unambigu-
ously linked to this phase of occupation is a roughly



3arajHaTa MoJOBHHA, TOj NOCTUTHYBa MOKHOCT M OI
Hax 40 cM. Mopa fa ce HaroMeHe Jieka OBHE MEPKH ce
MIPUONVKHY, Of TIPHYHMHH IITO BO COHOa I 0BOj Xopu-
30HT ja HEMa UCTaTa XOMOTEHOCT Kako Bo coHma [V. Ha
npodunmte ce 3a0eneKyBa Jeka BO HETO ce cpekaBaar
TPYTKU CHBKAacTa 3eMja, MOXeOM MHTPY3UH Ofl TOPHU-
OT Xopu30HT. OBa € 0COOCHO BIIEUATIIMBO HA jY)KHHOT
npodui, Ha YMja MCTOYHA TOJOBHHA ce 3alenexysa
30Ha Ha CEJIMMEHT MPOCceaHa 3eMja Co MHTCH3UBHA CHBA
00ja,l 3, xoj copen 60jara ¥ COCTaBOT HE CE Pa3IUKY-
Ba 071 OHOj BO BTOPHOT XOPU30HT OPOEHO OATOpE.

CIojoT CBETIIOLPBEHUKABA 3e€Mja COIPKU CUTHH
KepaMH4YKd (parMeHTH, HO OTCYCTBYyBaar CTPYKTYp-
HU ocTaroru. C¢ IITO € COYYBAHO O/ OBOj XOPU30HT €
e/IHa Kpy>KHa jama — jama |1 — BkomaHa BO 3paBuIia,
Ha peJaTuBHa JyradounHa ox Hax 90 ¢M WITH aricoIryT-
Ha BUcounHa of 326.60 meTpu Hag Moperto. (Cirka
9) Taa Geme poHajAeHA TOYHO IO/ 30HATa CUBKAC-
Ta 3eMja, | 3, mTo ymagHana moji rOpHOTO HUBO Ha
xopu3oHTOT I 4. JlenyMHO HaBieryBa TOJ jyKHH-
oT mpodwi, a TOYHUTE TUMEH3WU HE CE TO3HATH.
[IpedHHUKOT Ha OTBOPOT M3HECYBa HemTo Hax 50 cMm,
HO Ha IpodMIIOT ce 3a0eTexyBa JIeka Taa ce MPOIIH-
pyBa M MaKCUMAJIHHOT JIHjaMeTap BO BHATPEIIHOCTA
Mepu okoity 75 cMm. KoH THOTO, MpeuHUKOT He3abere-
JKUTEITHO CE HAMAITyBa, [1a OTTYKA jaMaTa uMa peUUCH
yetupHuarojieH nmpodui. Jnadoka e okony 40 cm. Uc-
moyTHeTa € co pUHO mpoceaHa 3eMja, I 2, rpyTkwu ra-
peX, KOU CTaHyBaaT MOKPYITHUA ¥ MOMHTEH3UBHH Ha
JTHOTO U CPETHO KOJTMYECTBO apTe(aKTH, HCKITyINBO
¢parmMenTH kepamuka. bojarta Ha monHeTHuaTa € 3a
HEKOja HHjaHCa MOTEMHA OJi CMBKAaCTUOT CEIAUMEHT
on xopmu3oHTOT |5 omHocHO, I 3.

Crepunnanot cioj, I 1, ce jaByBa Ha penaTHBHA
mrabounHa o HemTo Ham 90 cM, Ha 1enarta IMoBp-
IIMHA O cOoHAaTa. 3a pas3nuka ox coHpa IV, oae
3[IpaBHIIaTa CE€ OJUIMKYBa CO rojeMa KOHIEHTpaIyja
Ha CUTHU TPYTKH OeJia TVIMHA U CO rojieMa IBPCTHHA,
OnarojapeHue Ha IITO JIECHO CE JIBOM OJ HajCTapUOT
HaceIOMHCKN XOPHU30HT.

U moxpaj Toa mTo KyATYpPHUTE CIIOEBH Ce IOAJIa-
0OKM 01 OHME 3aTeKHaTH Bo coHpa IV, conma I uma
noenHocraBHa crparurpaduja. Tyka Moxe na ce us-
JIBOjaT caMO JiBa HACEIOMHCKH XOPU30HTA, MPH IITO
MOCTapUOT OWJI TEeMEJTHO MpepadoTeH, MOXeOu co
LIeN J1a C€ W3HUBEIHMpa TEPEHOT 3a IMOJOLHHUOT Ipa-
JeKEH XOPU30HT, Makap IITO OTCYCTBOTO Ha KaKBH
OwmIo Tparu of IBpcTa rpaada Bo 0Baa COHJA IO Ha-
METHYBaaT MpamamkeTo 301To OM Omia morpeOHa
oBaa mHTepBeHIMja. Ce CpEeTHyBaaT UCTUTE TUIIOBH
u (opMH KepaMuKka Kako U Bo conza IV, co Toa mro
Bo coHzaa | oTcyTByBaaT parMeHTH KepamuKa Ipe-
MadkaHu co npH ¢upHajc. Kako u Bo conma 1V, no-
IIHOPUMCKHOT MaTepHjall € c1ado 3acTareH, Co 0/Baj
HEKOJIKY TPOIICHTH O]l BKYITHUOT OpOj KepaMU4KH
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circular pit, I P 1, cut into bedrock, 90 cm below
the surface or 326.60 meters above the sea. (Figure
9) It was discovered immediately below the depos-
it of bright-greyish sediment, [ 3, that has breached
the upper limit of I 4. This pit continues beyond the
south profile of trench I, but it was possible to de-
termine its approximate dimensions. The rim has a
diameter of approximately 50 cm, but the maximum
diameter, measured ten cm below the rim, is roughly
75 cm. The diameter at the bottom of the pit is not
much narrower, so it has a peculiar squat profile. It
is nearly 40 cm deep. The infill, I 2, is a bright grey-
ish sediment mixed with burnt remains, that are par-
ticularly intensive at the bottom of the pit. It contains
average quantities of broken pottery and it is slightly
darker than the loose, greyish sediments in deposits
I Sand 1 3.

Sterile surface was reached at a depth of about 90
cm. With the exception of the pit found by the south
profile, there are no traces of other modifications of
the bedrock. Like in trench IV, it is pale reddish clay,
but in this case, it is densely interspersed with small
white clods, which helped us distinguish it from the
layer above.

Although the archaeological layers in trench I are
thicker in comparison to those in trench 1V, its stratig-
raphy is simpler. There are two major phases of occu-
pation, preserved in layers I 5 and I 4. The deposits
from the latter had been thoroughly reworked. It is
tempting to relate this intervention to the later phase
of occupation, but the feebleness of the building from
this phase would have hardly justified a thorough lev-
elling of the terrain.

The ceramic assemblage is identical to that dis-
covered in trench IV: grey-fired, wheel-made fabrics
plus handmade coarse ware, but there are no exam-
ples of Black Gloss pottery. Like in trench IV, Late
Roman finds represent less than a few percent of the
total number of finds and, in this case, they cannot be
associated to a concrete layer. (Graph 2)" These are
either the remains of a humble or short-lived episode
of occupation that has not produced a distinct archae-
ological deposit or offsite material from the Late Ro-
man settlement attested on the neighbouring parcels
to the north. It is worth mentioning that, although the
majority of the Late Roman finds came from the top
two layers, nearly one half was discovered in layer
1 3, above the pit by the south profile. This is another
indication of the intrusive character of this deposit.
There are no major differences between the pottery

15 Compare this to the sizeable collection of finds dat-
able to the Roman-Late Roman periods in the surface col-
lections from grid 2.



(parMeHTH, KOM BO CIIy4ajoB HE MOXE Ja ce Bp3ar
3a KOHKpeTeH apxeonomku cioj. (I'pada 2) Unu ce
TOa caMo OJresIu Tparu o] Haceaba IMITo 1EeJI0CHO epo-
Jpalia ¥ ce CTOIMWIA CO XYMYCHHOT TTOKPHUBAY WIIN
ce paboTH 32 pe3uIyyM o JOI[HOAHTHYKATa Haces0a
LITO ce MpoTeraja Bp3 cOCelHara Tepaca KOH ceBep.
Ha oBa Mecto, BaXHO € Ja ce HAallOMEHE JIeKa HaKo
HajTOJIeM JIeJ Of] IOIHOPHUMCKHUTE HAOAH NIOTEKHYBa-
aT oJl TOPHUTE J[Ba CJI0ja, OJIM3y e1HAa TIOJIOBHHA OeTire
MIPOHAjACH BO 30HATA MTOJTHETHIIA, OTKPUEHA HaJl jama
I 1. OBa e ymre eneH mokasare Jieka oBaa 1ojaBa e
MOAOIHEXKEH yIaj] BO XOPU30HTOT IPBEHUKABA 3€Mja.
Hema jacHa moiBoeHOCT moMery HaoIuTe MpoHajie-
HU BO JIOJIHUTE J[BA XOPU30HTA, IITO € pe3yiTaT Ha
HCIPETYPEHOCTa HA OBUE CIIOCBHM WJIM TaK Ha pelia-
TUBHO Majiata XpOHOJIOINIKA Pa3inKa MoMery HHB.

Llenmpanna mepaca, conoa Il

Cropen pe3ynraTute Off PEKOTHOCIHpAmATa,
XpOHOJIOTHjaTa Ha TMOBPIIMHCKUOT MarepHjall Japac-
TUYHO CE MEHYyBa Ha [IEHTPAJIHUTE TepacHu ox Buaun
I'pan, ocobeHo HA MPOCTOPOT MOKPUEH CO MpExa 5.
Tyka moMuHMpa Marepujai MTO PAMKOBHO MOXeE JIa
ce JaTupa BO pUMCKaTa Iapcka ernoxa u, mpej ce, BO
Hounara AHTHKa, HaKO BO MaJId KOJUYHUHH IPUCYT-
HU Ce€ W MpeApuMCKU Haonu. llapriennre mokprueHu
BO TEKOT Ha PEKOTHOCLMPamkaTa akTUBHO ce 00pabo-
TyBaar, na conja Il Geme mocraBeHa Hal napienara
MIOKPHEHa CO MpeXka 5, Ha HeoOpaboTyBaHa MOBPIIH-
Ha. IloTceTyBame smeka cropex KapakTepoT Ha He-
JIBVOKHHUTE TTOBPITMHCKH HAOAM Ha OBOj MPOCTOP, CO
rojieMa BEp0jaTHOCT MOXKeE J1a C€ Kake JeKa oBa OMII0
LEHTapOT Ha Hacenbara, CBOeBUIHO IUIomTaa4ue, Oa-
peM BO IEpUOJO0T Ha JoLHAaTa AHTHKA.

Conpa Il nma Hajaaboka cTparurpaduja o cure
Jlocera UCTPaXEHU COHIM. Bo jyrozamagHuoTr aroin
Ha COHJara, 3[paBulla C€ OTKpU Ha AIa004YMHA OI
omu3y 190 cM. OBa e cekako TECHO MOBP3aHO CO Ka-
PaxkTepoT Ha rpagduTe, KAaKo U CO WHTEH3UTETOT Ha
rpajieke Ha O0Baa JIOKalWja, ITO MOBTOPHO TH MOT-
KpeIryBa MPeTHOCTaBKUTE JieKa ce paboTH 3a CaMUOT
IICHTap Ha Hacenbara, Kaje IMTO OWIe CMECTECHU U
[JIaBHUTE jaBHU TPaJIOHN.

Bo oBaa conma, kako M BO Aea ox coHma 1V, Ha
Mpo(UIINTE jaCHO Ce pa3INKyBa alTepHaIlija o CII0-
€BU TMOJHETHIIA U PYNICBUHCKH CIIOCBH, IJIABHO CO-
YyBaHU BO TeMmenHute napruu. OBa Ou Tpedano na
ce O/OKM Ha (DaKTOT IITO CYKIIECUBHHUTE IpajOu Ha
OBaa JIOKaIlMja HAJIETHYBAJIE eIHA BP3 APYyTa, IOTOY-
HO TEPEHOT He OWII IIeTOCHO HUBEIMPAH MPe]] CeKoja
HOBa rpajiexHa ¢asa.

Ha nmomanky oz 20 cM mon moBplIMHATA, HA ca-
MOTO JHO OJ XyMYCHHMOT XOpu30HT II-7, ce Hauze Ha
TPETUOT PYLICBUHCKH C10j, (MU IPBHOT OPOEHO O1-
rope) II_6, koj e 0co0eHO HHTEH3UBEH BO CEBEpHATa
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discovered in the two principle layers in this trench,
I Sand1 4.

The central terrace, test-pit 1l

The 2013 survey showed that the chronology of
the surface material changes dramatically in the part
of the settlement covered by grids 4 and 5. Approx-
imately 60% of the ceramic finds collected from the
surface of grid 5, can be dated to the Roman imperi-
al period and, more specifically, to the Late Roman
period. Pre-Roman finds are also present, but they
comprise less than 20% of the surface record. These
blocks of land are ploughed every year and therefore,
test-pit II was positioned on uncultivated land, above
these parcels, but still within the central parts of the
site. It is worth remembering that the surface archi-
tectural remains at this spot suggest that this was an
area of public buildings, the equivalent of a public
square, at least in Late Antiquity.

This trench has the deepest stratigraphy of all
trenches excavated in these two seasons. In the south-
west corner of trench 11, sterile surface was reached at
a depth of 190 cm. This is chiefly conditioned by the
character of the buildings erected at this spot and the
longevity of occupation, which lends support to the
thesis that the centre of the ancient settlement and its
public buildings were located on these land-blocks.

In trench II, like in parts of trench 1V, the stra-
tigraphy consists of alternating layers of infill and
rubble. Whereas the former are the residues accumu-
lated during periods of occupation, the latter are the
building remains from these periods. This neatly pre-
served sequence seems to suggest that the successive
buildings were placed on top of each other, without
episodes of thorough ground clearance.

The third building horizon in trench II — or the
first counting from above -, I 6, was discovered less
than 20 cm below the surface, at the bottom of the
top-soil layer, I 7. It is particularly intensive in the
northeast quarter of this trench; an area covered with
uncut or roughly worked stone that continues beyond
the northern and eastern limits of the trench. At the
bottom of this layer, at a depth of 25 to 30 cm, the
foundations of this building were found. It consists
of a course of stone blocks larger than those com-
prising the rubble layer above. In the northern end
of the east profile, on the surface of the rubble lay-
er, approximately 334.20 meters above the sea, there
is a course of thin flagstones that possibly points to
the habitation level during the last phase. (Figure 10)
Like in trench 1V, the infill has disintegrated into to
the top-soil layer.

The buildings that belong to the last settlement
phase are founded in a layer of loose, greyish-brown



[I0JIOBMHA OJ] cOHJara. Tyka ce OTKpH 30Ha Ha Iyc-
TO peneH, HeoOpaboTeH Wiu Tpy0o MpHIENKaH Ka-
MEH, KOja MPOAOJKYBA IO CEBEPHUOT U UCTOYHUOT
npodun Ha conaara. Bo pamure Ha 0BOj XOPH30HT,
Ha HETOBOTO JHO WJIM Ha pellaTMBHA JTa0ounHa Off
okomy 25 mo 30 cM, jacHO ce M3/1BOjyBa TEMEIHOTO
HUBO, IPETCTABEHO CO KAMEHHU OJIOKOBH CO ITOTOJIEMHU
nuMeH3uu. Ha ceBepHUOT Kpaj oA MCTOYHHOT MpO-
¢wi1, Ha aniconryTHa BucuHa ox 334.20 M Hax MOpeTo,
ce 3abene)xxyBa W HH3a OJ] TEHKH IIJIOYH, IITO € MO-
»KeOH 0CTaTOK O/ HEKOTAITHOTO MOAHO HUBO. (Cruka
10) ITomueTuIaTa KOja My TpHUIIaraisa Ha OBOj Tpaje-
KEH XOPHU30HT € 1IeJIOCHO pa3HeceHa Of epo3ujara u
00paboTKaTa Ha 3eMjUIITETO.

I'panbure ox 0BOj XOPU3OHT C€ BKOMAHH BO CIIOj
mpoceaHa, cuBo-kageaBa 3eMja, co coceMa ciabo
MPUCYCTBO Ha CUTEH YaKall M PEJaTUBHO MaJKy Ke-
pamuuku gparmentd — II_5. VI Ha uctroyHHoT W Ha
3amafHAOT MPOQIIT TOj UMa MOKHOCT on 25 mo 30
CM U HeroBara J0JIHa rpaHuna e Ha 6mausy 60 cMm nox
nospiuuHara. (Cxkuua 4) Ha oBa HHBO, TOBTOPHO Mpe-
TEKHO BO CEBEPHUOT JeJ Of COHJaTa, ce Hawuje Ha
nocTap rpajieskeH Xopu3oHT, [1-4, o1 koj ce couyBanu
[TOTOJICMH | TI0100p0 00paboTeHH KaMEeHH OJIOKOBH,
€JICH CO JOJDKHUHA o7 0KoiTy 60 cM. MeryToa, KOHIICH-
TpammjaTa Ha rpajiekeH MaTepujal e mociada Bo of-
HOC Ha MOAOLHEXHHUOT I'PaJekKEH XOPU30HT, 11a OBO]
CJI0j € CO HEITO Mociaada MOKHOCT Off MTPETXOAHHUOT.
Ce coMHeBaMe Jieka 0Ba € Pe3yiTaT Ha PeHUKINPabhe
Ha TPaJIeKHUOT MaTepHjajl BO TOIOIHUTE enoxu. Bo
paMKHUTE Ha OBOj CII0j, HEBO3MOXHO € J]a CE€ pa3aBOn
TEeMeJIHaTa MapTHja OJ] 30HaTa Ha pylIeHke U HeMa HUl-
KaKBH Tparu of MOAHO HUBO.

CrojoT BO K0j OMjIe BKOIIaHH I'pag0UTe Of BTOPH-
OT Tpasie)keH XOPH30HT CE OIUIMKYBa cO Onena LpBe-
HUKaBa 00ja, co CpPeHO MPUCYCTBO HA KaMeHH OJI0-
KOBH, HeoOpaboTeH kKaMeH u 4Jakaj. HeroBara mMok-
HOCT PEeKTO HagMuHyBa 20 cM, TypH U Ha 3aMaJHUOT
pouI, Kaje mMTo € HajuHTCH3UBEH.

OBOj rpazeXeH XOPU30HT IMOYHMBA BP3 TIHUHECT
CII0j co xonTo-upBeHukasa 0oja, 11-3. Toj ce ommm-
KyBa CO TojJieMa KOMITAKTHOCT W MOIIHE €1a00 MpH-
CYCTBO Ha CKeJeTHa Maca, IIaBHO MECOK W CUTEH
gakaj. Herosara mebennHa mocturaysa u 10 30 cm.
W3neHnagyBa GakToT MITO BO OBOj CIIOj, BO UCTOYHA-
Ta MOJIOBMHA Of COHAaTa, Oellle MPOHajAeHO MOIIHE
MaJlo KOJMYEeCTBO Kepamuka. bpojor Ha Haomu ne-
CETKpaTHO Ce 3roJieMyBa BO 3alaiHara oJIOBUHA, HO
TyKa Ha MpoQIIOT ce 3a0iexyBa yraj o MpeTXo-
HHOT TPAJIeKEH XOPU30HT.

ITox oBOj c110j, Ha penaTuBHA ATA00YMHA O] OKO-
ny 1 Merap unu anconyTHa BucuHa of 333.35 meTpu
HaJl MOPETO, BO CEBEPHATa MOJIOBHHA Of] COHJATa ce
oTkpu 100po couyBaH sug — I 1. (Cauka 12) Toj
MPOIIOKYBA MO 3aMaIHUOT U UCTOYHHOT NPOQHI U
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sediment that contains small quantities of pebbles
and little pottery, II 5. On both the east and west
profiles it has a thickness of 25-30 cm and its lower
limit lies 60 cm below the surface. (Figure 11) The
foundation layer of an earlier building phase, II 4
was discovered at the same depth, limited chiefly to
the northern third of trench II, below the rubble zone
in [_6. The building blocks that belong to this phase
are larger and of better craftsmanship than those that
belong to the succeeding phase. One of these blocks,
sticking out of the west profile, is over 60 cm long.
Nonetheless, compared to the later building horizon,
this layer contains less building debris and is thinner
on the cross-sections. It is more than likely that the
finer building blocks were reused in the succeeding
phase. Because of its poor state of preservation, it is
impossible to distinguish the foundation level from
the building debris and nothing survives of the floor.

The debris from this building phase is buried
in a matrix of bright, yellow-reddish sediment that
contains average quantities of unsorted pebbles. It
is most clearly visible on the west profile but, even
here, its thickness does not exceed 20 cm.

The underlying layer, Il 3, has a fine clayey com-
position and is fairly compressed. It is yellow-red-
dish, a shade slightly more intensive than that of the
overlying layer. This relatively hard sediment con-
tains small amounts of sand and small-sized pebbles.
It has a maximum thickness of about 30 cm. Never-
theless, it yielded very little pottery, especially in the
eastern half of the trench, in which only a handful of
fragments were found. It is true that the number of
finds rises sharply in the western half of the trench,
but these were possibly introduced from the layer
above. This is evidenced on the west profile, where
IT_3 is interrupted in the middle by an intrusion from
the rubble-rich horizon above.

Below II_3, at a depth of approximately one me-
ter or 333.35 meters above the sea, the excavations
revealed the top surface of a well-preserved wall,
II. W_1. (Figure 12) Like the building debris from
the upper horizons, it is located in the northern half
of the trench. This is a sign that there was long-term
continuity on building plots in this part of the settle-
ment. [l W_1 is orientated east-west and cuts off the
northern third of the trench. To avoid the risk of un-
dermining this wall, the excavations continued only
in the southern half of trench II.

This is a massive wall, nearly half a meter wide. It
runs across the full width of this trench and it contin-
ues beyond its west and east profiles. Measured from
the bottom of the foundation level, it is 50 cm high.
It was built of roughly cut blocks with a rectangular
cross-section, inserted into grey mortar mass. (Figure
13) There are no traces of fagade blocks. The surviv-



ja 3arpaayBa ceBepHaTa TpeTHHa on coHpara. [lot-
ceTyBaMe JieKa PeYlCH CHTE Tpard ol rpaaou Oea
NPOHAjICHH BO CEBEPHHOT JIeJT 01 COHJaTa. 3a Jia ro
n30erHeMe PU3HKOT Of PyLICHE Ha SHHOTO IUIATHO,
Ha OBa HUBO CE COMPE CO UCKOIYBamba BO CEeBEpHATa
TPETHHA O]] COH/IATA.

SunoT ¥Ma MakCUMalHO COYYBaHa IIHUPOYMHA Of
Omm3y nonoBuHa MeTap. Moxe Aa ce ciean HU3 Leara
JOJDKHMHA Ha coHaara. OpHeHTanujara My € UCTOK-3a-
maj. MepeHo o7 THOTO Ha TeMENHaTa MapTHja,BUCOK
e Onm3y mooBMHA MeTap. [ paneH e ox rpy0o mpumen-
KaHH OJIOKOBH CO IIPABOAroJIeH MPECEK, KOU Ce BMET-
HaTH Bo cuBa MantepHa maca. (Cnuka 13) Hema tparu
OZl NUIEBU OJOKOBU. SHIHOTO TUIATHO COYYBaHO BO
JIBa-TPH peJia IOYMBA BP3 IMOTOJIEMH KAMEHHU OJIOKOBH.
JluMeH3nuTe U TEXHUKATa HA SUIAKE BEKE YKa)KyBaar
JIeKa OBOj SHJI ¥ IpUIarayl Ha HeKoja ImoroiemMa Trpaji-
0a. BakBara mpernocTaBka 100KMBa yIITe MOBEKEe Ha
CHJIa CO OTKPUBAETO Ha e Off ITIOYHHK, BEAHAL JI0
SUJIOT, O] HeroBara jy>xHa crpaHa. HuBoro Ha rurou-
HUKOT Oellle MPOHajJeHO Ha allCOyTHa BUCOYMHA OJf
333.05 M. HaJ MOpETO, IITO 3HAYM JeKa BUCHMHATA HA
SHUJIHOTO IUIaTHO Oe3 TeMeNHaTa MapTHja U3HeCcyBayia
oxony 30 cm. [110YHMKOT € MoIIHe c1ab0 COuyBaH.
Bea oTkpueHu c¢ Ha cg, MeT WM MEeCT OIOKOBH, CO
nebenuHa ox Oiu3y S5 oM, foneka ¢popMara U OCTaHa-
TUTE TuMeH3urnuM Bapupaar.(Cnuka 12) [Tperot 6ok
OpOCHO 011 ICTOYHHUOT MPOMHII, € TOJIEM PEUUCH KOJIKY
clietHuTe TpH OJIOKA 3a€THO U MMa HEeTIPaBUIIHA KPYXK-
Ha ¢opma, JofIeKa OCTaHaTUTE OIOKOBHU CE CO TPaBo-
aroyHa ocHoBa. M momiouyBameTo OUII0 U3BEACHO
MPWIMYHO TpyOo Mim OapeMm Jien ox oBue OJIOKOBU ce
CeKyHIapHO HadpiaHu. BIOKOT mITO JeTyMHO HaBlie-
T'yBa TOJ jy»KHHUOT PO Ha COHJIATa, Hako O To-
JIOKEH Ha MCTO HUBO, € CO JI0CTa ToroiemMa aedenrHa
3a J1a MOKe Jla OuJe 1e1 Off HCTHOT IJIOYHHK.

3a >kaJ1, 0Ba HUBO HE MOJKE J1a CE CJIC/IU B3 ieara
MOBpIIMHA Ha coHaaTta. Ha ucra BucHHa, BO jyrosa-
MaIHUOT aroJi Oelle MPOoHajIeHa MmorojieMa KOHIICH-
Tpalyja Ha rapex, Koja MpoAOobKyBa IO jYKHHOT
npodun. Ha mana mospimaa Oea 3abenexann TECHH,
JIMHEApHU AaMKH OJ] TapeX KOM HCTO TaKa MPOAOIDKY-
Baar Mo/ jy»KHUOT poduJ, HO THe Oea mpecnadu 3a
Jla MOJKe J1a ce JoKyMeHTupaat. OBaa mojasa 100po ¢
COYyBaHa Ha 3amagHuoT MpoduiI, BO BUA Ha CII0j CO
nebenuHa ox 7-8 cMm. HeroBara BHCHHCKAa BPEAHOCT
omara 3a noseke on 10 cM BO mpaBerl ceBep-jyT, Ha
pacrtojanue ox camo 40 cM.

JlonmHaTa rpaHHLA HA TPBUOT TPAZEKEH XOPH30HT
ce MOKJIOIYBa CO HUBOTO Ha INIOYHUKOT. Bo ncroyna-
Ta TIOJIOBMHA HA COH/IaTa TOj € IMOJIOKEH BP3 YaKaiecT
CJI0j CO CHBO-3eJIeHNKaBa 00ja, IITO €€ YIITE COAPIKH
perku apredaktu u kocku, II_1b." OBoj cnoj e co

' Mery apyroto, moj IJIOYHHUKOT Oeliie IpOoHajaeHa U
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ing two or three courses rest on a foundation layer
built of much larger and variably shaped building
blocks. If we are to go by its dimensions and build-
ing technique, this wall almost certainly belonged to
a large, maybe public building. This supposition is
supported by the discovery of the remains of a pave-
ment, flanking the southern face of wall II W 1.
The surface of this pavement was discovered at an
absolute height of 333.05 meters above the sea. This
level corresponds to the top-surface of the foundation
blocks and the habitation level of this building phase.
It shows that the section of wall II. W_1 that stood
above ground is preserved to a height of 30 cm.

Only a small segment of this pavement is pre-
served. All in all, five or six flagstones were found,
but their shape and other dimensions vary. (Figure
12) The easternmost block is as large as the next three
blocks put together and has a round shape, whereas
the rest of the blocks are sub-rectangular. It is un-
clear if this is the result of a poor execution or if these
blocks are in a secondary position. The block that
sticks out of the south profile belongs to the same
level, but it is much thicker and probably did not be-
long to this pavement.

Unfortunately, this pavement is not preserved
over the entire surface of trench II. At this level, in
the southwest corner of trench II, there is a large, but
discontinuous burning stain that continues beyond its
south and west profiles. More precisely, these are thin
dark grey strips that run north-south, parallel to each
other. Due to their ephemeral character, they could
not be recorded properly. It is possible that this is only
the edge of a more substantial deposit that spreads
mainly to the west. Indeed, on the west profile this
deposit is preserved as a distinct dark-grey band, 40
cm long and 7-8 cm thick. It descends steeply from
north to south, and the height difference between its
ends is almost 10 cm.

The lower limit of building horizon II_2 coincides
with the surface of the pavement. In the eastern half
of trench II, the pavement rests on a layer of sand
and pebbles embedded in a clayey matrix, II_Ib. Al-
though it appears sterile at first sight, it does contain
small quantities of bones and artefacts.'® This layer is
ten cm thick and it overlies the sterile reddish clay.

A different stratigraphy was revealed in the west-
ern half of trench II. Here, the foundation blocks of
II_ W_1 cut through a deposit of compact, brown-red-
dish clay that has an average quantity of animal bones,

16 Curiously, the collection of finds discovered under
the pavement includes a well-preserved Neolithic axe.
Neither the excavated material nor the copious corpus of
surface finds from this site include finds that can be dated
to this distant time-period.



nebenuHa o okonmy 10 cM, 1 IOz Hero ce jaByBa cTe-
pUIIEH, [IPBEHUKAB TIIHHEL.

[NonnakBa cnuka ce TMOjaBM Ha 3amaJHUOT MpPO-
¢un, xame mro TemenHure maptuu on sumotr II 1
MpeceKie CJI0j KOMITaKTHa, IjpBeHO-KadeHa TIIMHA
IITO COAPKH CPETHO KOJIMYECTBO HA KEPaMUYKH
¢parmenTH, Kocku u rapex, 1l la. OBoj cioj ce
LIMPH TIO] 3alIaAHUOT U jY>KHHOT PO O COHZIaTa
u uMa JutabounHa o peuncu 60 cMm. JTHOTO BO OBOj
JIe] Ha COHJaTa o/Baj ce mojaBu Ha 332.67 meTpu
Hajg Mopero. CmeTame Jieka ce paboTh 3a ceKyHaap-
HO JICTIOHUPAH MaTepHjal KOj MOpa Jia ¥ IPETXO1 Ha
rpazabara co IIoYyHUKOT. [Ipn HUBenauujara Ha Tepe-
HOT 3a rpajekHara ¢asa 1, pymeBUHHUTE Ol TOCTa-
pHUTE XOpU3OHTH OWIIe JICTTOHUpPaHH BO jamu. Peuncu
[TOJIOBHHA O] KEPAMUYIKUTE HAOIU Off OBO]j IMOCIECH
clIoj ce pparMeHTH of Tpajie’kHa KepaMHKa, KOU Be-
pOjaTHO MM TIpUIarajie Ha HajCTapuTe IBPCTH TPaj-
01 Ha 0Ba MeCTO.

U Bo oBaa coHfa, Kako 1 BO cOHJa I, nckomyBama-
Ta MOKa)kaa JeKa MOBPUIMHCKUOT Marepwjaj JaBa
NPWIMYHO peallHa CIMKa 3a JIOKaJHaTa CTparurpa-
(duja. Hajromem mporeHT ox HaoAuTe Of OBaa COHIA
MOXe JIa Ce JaTUpaar BO JOIIHOPUMCKaTa ernoxa. Tue
[IPEeTCTaByBaaT OKOJNy €IHa TPETHHA O] HAOAWUTE Off
0Baa COHJIA LITO MOXeE JIa CE AaThpaar 0apeM BO Ipy-
ou Bpemencku pamku. (I'pada 3)[lorceryBame aeka
OBaa Kareropuja Oemre 3acTarieHa CO TOMAJKy Off
10% Bo congure IV u . Meryroa, Kity4HaTa pa3inka
nmoMery COCTaBOT Ha MaTepHjajioT BO OBHUE COHIU €
BHCOKHOT NPOLEHT Ha HAOJX KOM MOXKeE Jla e JaTH-
paaTt BO JOUHOXCIICHUCTUYKHUOT WM PAaHOLAPCKHUOT
nepuon Bo conpa Il. Tue ce mogenHakBo OPOjHU Kako
Y TIPETXO/HAaTa XPOHOJIONIKA KaTeropuja U COYNHY-
Baar Hax 30% ox BKynHHOT Opoj Ha Hao4u coOpaHu
o7 oBaa conga. OBaa KaTeropuja Ha HAOJM € HEIlTO
nocnabo 3acTareHa Ha MOBPIIMHATA OJ] OBOj el Ha
JIoKanuTeToT. THe mpeTcTraByBaar He noseke o 15%
071 HAOUTE COOpaHU O MPEKUTE 4 U 5, TITO € mpe-
JIOJIPEJICHO OJ1 IPHCYCTBOTO HA MOKHHU TPAJIeKHU XO-
PH30HTH O TOJIOIHUTE CTIOXH.

Honexa mo oOpaboTkara Ha COOpPaHHOT TOBp-
IIMHCKH MaTepujall, OCTaHa JIa BUCH IPALIAKETO 32
MOCTOCHE Ha MpPEApPUMCKa Hacenda BO LEHTpaJHU-
TE JITIOBH OJ] JIOKAJIUTET, COHAAXKHUTE HCKOIyBamba
0CTaBaaT MAJKy IPOCTOP 3a COMHEHHE JeKa U OBOj
JIeT Ol TEPEHOT OMJI HacelIeH BO MIEPHUOAOT ITPET PHM-
CKOTO OCBOjyBambe. TOUHO e JieKa oBaa XpOHOJIONIKA
KaTeropvja He JOMHHHpPA BO HUTY €lIeH OX M3/ABOE-

enHa 100po couyBaHa KaMeHA CEKMpa, PEYUCH CHT'YPHO
Heonutcka. Ha Buaun I'pan, HUTY BO TEKOT Ha UCKOMYy-
BarbaTa HUTY BO TEKOT Ha MPOYYyBakHETO HA MOBPIIUHCKHU-
OT MaTepuja, He Oelle IpoHajIeH HUTY eeH (parMeHT
ILITO M TEOPETCKU OM MOXKEJ J1a Ce IaTHpa BO OBaa JajedyHa
ernoxa.
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ceramics and cinder, II_1a. This is a powerful layer,
that continues beyond the west and south cross-sec-
tions and has a maximum depth of approximately 60
cm. Its bottom was revealed at 332.67 meters above
sea level. We believe that this deposit is in a second-
ary position and must be earlier than the construction
of the building with the pavement. It is reasonable to
assume that it had been deposited secondarily, to pre-
pare the terrain for the construction of this building.
Nearly half of the ceramics are tile fragments that
probably belonged to the earliest roofed buildings at
this location.

Although the composition of the finds excavated
from trench II deviates from the composition of the
surface finds collected from grids 4 and 5, all periods
represented in the stratigraphy of this trench are also
represented in the surface record. The highest per-
centage of finds from trench II can be dated broad-
ly to the Roman Imperial and more specifically to
the Late Roman period. They represent 32.5% of all
finds from this trench, including those that cannot be
attributed to a discrete historical period. (Graph 3) It
is worth recalling that this broad chronological cate-
gory of finds comprises less than 10% of the material
excavated from trenches I and I'V. But the key differ-
ence between these trenches is the high percentage
of finds that date to the Hellenistic-Roman and the
period of the High Empire in trench II. Whereas they
were either present in very small quantities or com-
pletely absent from the surface collections and the
material excavated from the southern terrace and the
settlement extra muros, in trench II, they are almost
as numerous as the Late Roman finds. These findings
confirm the presence of an Early Imperial phase in
the central terraces of Vidin Grad.

After the preliminary processing of the surface
material, the presence of a pre-Roman settlement in
the central parts of this site was uncertain. This prob-
lem is particularly pronounced on grid 5, on which
material datable between the end of the Iron Age and
the Late Hellenistic period is represented by less than
20% of the surface collections. The stratigraphic ex-
cavations confirmed that the terrace above the area
covered by grid 5 was occupied prior to the Roman
conquest and it is likely that this settlement extended
over parts of grid 5. Although in neither of the de-
posits revealed in trench II was this the predominant
class of finds, it is clear that this small collection is
not a recidivism in the ceramic production from later
periods, but older material, derived from destroyed
archaeological strata. The percentage of pre-Roman
finds ranges from 2 to 3% in the upper horizons to
over 30% in the lower archaeological strata. (Figure
14)



HUTE CIIOCBH, HO OPOJHOCTA HAa OBUE HAOAU yKaXKyBa
JIeKa THE HE CE€ PEIMIMBH BO TMOJOIHOTO KepaMuy-
KO MPO3UBOJICTBO, TYKy HAOMW IITO MOTEKHYBAaT OJI
pacTypeHn KyATYpHHU CIIOEBH. [JIeqaHo 1o CIIOEBH,
MPOLICHTOT Ha MPEAPUMCKH HaoaAu pacte of 2-3% Bo
ropaure, 10 Hax 30% on BKymHHOT OpOj Ha HAOIH
MPOHAjACHU BO HajaonauTe cioeu. (Crvka 14)

Bo MOMEHTOB TemIKo € J1a ce Kaxke Of1 Kora Jatupa
HajcTapara HaceJlOWHCKa (a3a Ha OBOj Jel Of JIoKa-
muTeToT. Hajroem mponeHT off MpeIpruMCKUTE HAOo-
JIM 07T 0OBaa COHJIAa MOJKE J]a C€ aTHpaaT BO XEJICHHC-
THYKaTa ernoxa. Tue ru coapkar HCTHTE (aKTypHU
rpymu 1 gopmu nponajaenu Bo conaure I u IV. Ho
BO OBaa COHJA, KaKO M Mery MOBPIIMHCKUTE HAOIU
o Mpexute 4 u 5, Oelre MPoHajICHO U Mo KOJIH-
YeCTBO Ha HAOAW KOH CO TOJIEMa CUT'YPHOCT MOXe J1a
ce marupaar Bo JKenesnorto Bpeme.'? Kon oBaa maia
rpyIa KeJIe3HOJO0ICKH HaoIH, Tpeda 1a ce MPUKITydn
U JIeT 0J] rpy0ara KepaMuKa, IITO MOXKE J1a ce IaTupa
caMo paMKOBHO momery JKene3sHOTo BpeMe W pHM-
ckuoT nepuoa. Mako MaiayOpoeH, OBOj Marepujai €
MoKa3aTel JieKa IEeHTPAITHUOT JIeN Of] HacenoaTa O
HaceJieH Beke KOH KpajoT Ha JKele3HOTO BpeMe | OIl-
CTOjyBall co WiH 0e3 MPEeKUHU IO PUMCKUTE OCBOjY-
Bamba. 3a jKaJl, He Ce COUyBaHH MHTAKTHH CIIOCBH O]
OBHE CTIOXH, 112 HE MOXKE MHOTY JIa C€ KaKe 3a Kapak-
TEpOT ¥ UCTOpHjaTa Ha OBaa HajcTapa Hacenoa.

Bo HajHUCKHOT XOPU30HT COYYBaH BO 3aMaHHOT
nen ox connara, 11 la, moBeke o 1moJIoBUHA OX1 HAO-
JIATE MOXKE JIa C€ IaTUPAaaT BO XCICHUCTHYO-PUMCKH-
ot nieprion. OBa ¢ eAMHCTBEHATA I[EJTUHA, BO KOja J10-
[HOpUMCKaTa KepaMHKa COCeMa OTCYyCTByBa. AKO ¢
TOYHA MPETIOCTaBKaTa Jicka ce paboTH 3a CEKyHAap-
HO HaTpylaH MaTepHjay, MOXE Jla CE 3aKIy4H JeKa
HajcTapaTra HacelmOMHCKa (a3a 3acTaneHa co MBpCTa
apXHUTEKTypa JaTHpa OJ] OBa BpeMe.

Hexkaze Bo mepronoT Ha paHOIIapcKara ernoxa, Ha
TEpPEeH IITO OWJI HCYUCTEH O] MOCTapH Ipajdu U u3-
HUBEIUpaH, HacTanuia rpajaexxHara ¢gasa 1, Ha koja
W npunarane suaoT 1 co mioyHukoT. Hema qoBosTHO
WH/IMKATUBHU HAOH IITO OM OBO3MOXKHJIIE TIOTPEIIH3-
HO BPEMEHCKH JIa Ce OIIPEIeNN OBaa IpajiexkHa ¢asa.
Ho u mokpaj oBa, 6pojHOCTa Ha (PparMeHTH MpecBie-
YEHU CO KBaJMTETECH LPBEH (UpHajC, IITO CE CpeT-
HYBaaT UCKIYYHUTEIIHO PETKO IIOMel'y MaTepujaoT off
JOITHOAHTUYKUTE XOPU30HTH, HUBHUTE (DOPMH, KaKO
U KapaKTepoT Ha HeIEKOpHpaHaTa KepaMuKa, Koja ce
pa3nHKyBa Ol OHaa 3acTareHa BO MOCIIETHHOT Hace-
OWMHCKM XOPH30HT 071 coHZa [V, Bojar KOH 3aKITydoK
JieKa IpBaTa rpagexHa (aza He e mocrapa o Kpajot
Ha 3 BeK 0f H.€., OJHOCHO My IIpHuIara Ha paHUOT

2 BKIy4uTeNHO U (parMeHT CHBO IeUYeHa KepaMHKa
YKpaceH CO BpeXaH MOTHB Ha BHCCUKH TPHATOIHUIIH,
Mutpescku 1997.
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At the moment, it is difficult to date the earliest
settlement phase at this location. Most of the pre-Ro-
man finds in trench II date to the Hellenistic period.
This assemblage includes the same fabric groups and
shapes encountered among the material from trench-
es I and IV. However, like in the surface collections
from grid 5, a small group of finds can be dated to the
Late Iron Age or Early Antiquity.!” This chronologi-
cal category is probably more numerous, because the
group of finds that can be dated exclusively prior to
the Hellenistic period must include a small fraction
of the coarse ware datable only in very broad chrono-
logical terms, between the Late Iron Age and the end
of the Hellenistic period. Although small, this collec-
tion of finds indicates that the central parts of the site
were occupied continuously or discontinuously from
the end of the Iron Age to the end of Antiquity. There
are no preserved archaeological strata from this pe-
riod in trench II, so it is impossible to say anything
specific about the character of the earliest buildings
at this spot.

In the lowest horizon Il Ia, more than half of the
finds date to the Hellenistic-Roman period. This is the
only deposit in which Late Roman pottery is missing.
If we are correct in assuming that this material is in a
secondary position, the earliest buildings constructed
in solid material at this spot date to the Late Hellen-
istic or the Early Roman period. This phase of occu-
pation has been attested only in trench II and on the
surface in the central portions of the site.

At some point in the period of the High Empire,
the central terrace was cleared from the rubble of
earlier buildings to prepare the ground for construc-
tion phase one, represented by the building with the
pavement. The earliest preserved building horizon
in trench II does not contain finds that permit a pre-
cise dating. The pottery assemblage from this layer
includes a large number of red-slipped fragments,
which are very rare or completely absent from the
Late Roman assemblages. The character of the plain
pottery in this layer is also different from the fabrics
that constitute the typical Late Roman assemblage at
Vidin Grad. Because of this and the stratigraphic po-
sition of building horizon II 2, it has been deduced
that this phase dates prior to the late 3" century AD.!3

17 One fragment decorated with an incised motif of
hatched triangles must be earlier than 600 BC, Mitrevski
1997.

18 This pottery has close parallels among the materi-
al excavated from GradiSte, Negotino, a project of Prof.
Nicolas Secunda and Goran Sanev from the Archaeologi-
cal Museum. It was found together with coins that do not
postdate the late 2" century AD. This information and
access to the ceramic material were kindly provided by
Goran Sanev.



LAPCKU TIEpUOJI, KOj He Oellie 3acTareH HUTY Ha jyxX-
Hara Tepaca, HUTY Ha UCTOYHOTO IoATpaue. '

Kapakrepot Ha HaoAUTE TOCTENEHO CE€ MEHYBA BO
BTOPHOT I'PajJIc)keH XOPU3OHT U BO CJIOjOT IOJIHETH-
[1a ITO TO MOKpHJ. TyKka 3amodHyBaar /1a ce jaByBaaT
HA0JM, 0COOEHO OTHHITHA KepaMHuKa, IITO CO Tolle-
Ma BEpOjaTHOCT MOXKE Jla C€ JaTUpaaT BO JIOIHATA
AHTHKa, OHOCHO 10 1mo4eToKoT Ha 4 Bek H.e.' Co
OTJIE]] Ha TOA IITO OBUE CIIOEBU HE CE MHTAKTHU, BaK-
BOTO JaTHpame MOpa Jla CE 3eMe CO OfpecHa 1032
Ha pesepsa. [la cenak, GpaxTOT mITO TOITHOAHTHYKATA
OTHUIIIHA KepaMHUKa € TMOJeTHAKBO 3acTalleHa W BO
CJIOjOT MOJTHETHIIA HAJl BTOPUOT IPaJIeKeH XOPU30HT
U BO TPETHUOT TPaJCKEH XOPU30HT, HE BOIU KOH 3a-
KJIY9OKOT JIeKa W JBara MOCICIHHU TPAJACKHU XOPH-
30HTa Jarupaar 1o 4 Bex H.e. EAMHCTBEHO BO BTOPH-
OT Tpajie)keH XOPHU30HT, HA HUBOTO HA PYIIEBUHCKH-
OT CJI0j, 3aCTalleHOCTa Ha IOITHOAHTHYKUTE (PaKTypH
nara mon 10 mpoueHTH, HO OBa HE MYy MPOTUBPEUU
Ha MPEIJIOKEHOTO JaTUpame. PYIICeBHHCKHUOT CIIOj
0J1 BTOPHOT XOPU30HT CEKaKo OWJI BKOIIAH BO CJIOjOT
IIITO BPEMEHCKH MY TIPETXOCIL.

Marepujaiior mWTO AOMHHHpPA BO IOCIETHHOT
rpajie’keH XOPU30HT, BEJHAII TMOJ XyMYyCHHOT CIIOj,
€ MJICHTUYEH CO OHOj OTKPHEH BO MOCIIEIHUOT XOPH-
30HT BO coHjia [V. 1 Bo iBeTe COH/M, OBOj XOPU30HT
Ce jaByBa Ha PUOJIMKHO UCTA PeIaTUBHA JITa00YrHA
on o1Baj 20 cM. KoH UCTHOB XOpPU30HT OM MOXKEIE Ja
T'H ToJaieMe ¥ HeKOJKyTe Tpajlu IITO ce TI03HaBaaT
Ha TIOBPIIMHATA BO LEHTPATHHOT e Of] Hacenda-
Ta, BKIYYUTEIHO M PAHOXPHUCTHjaHCKaTa Oa3minKa
BO jyro3amajHUOT arojl o mapiejara Ha Koja Oere
nocraBeHa conna II. Co romeMa CHTypHOCT MOXKe
Ja ce TBpAM JeKa OoBaa TpaaexHa (asza ¥ mpumara
Ha TOCIIEAHUTE BEKOBH o] AHTHKara. OTKako oBaa
(haza 3aBpmImiIa KOH KpajoT Ha 6 BeK H.e., IpecTaHa-
JI0 HACEIIOMHCKOTO KUBECHE Ha JIOKATUTETOT BuauH
I'pan, omHOCHO NOKOJIKY Hacenbara MPOAODKUIA /1
OIICTOjyBa U 1O 6-0T BEK, Toa OMJI0O BO MHOT'Y HaMa-
JieH 00eM.

3anaonu mepacu, conou Vu VI

Conyma V Oeimie OoTBOpeHa Ha HajBUCOKATa, 3a-
najgHa Tepaca oj JOKaiuTeToT. Taa e mocraBeHa Ha

13 OBaa kepamuKka Haola OIHCKH Mapajeild BO MaTe-
pHjasoT coOOpaH BO TEKOT Ha CHCTEMATCKUTE HCTPaKyBamba
Ha JiokanuteTot “Tpagumre”, HerotrHo, npenBoaeHu o
mpo¢. Hukonac Cexynna u M-p Topan CaneB. CrnoeBure
BO KOM € ITPOHAjIeH OBOj MaTepHjall Ce IaTupaar 10 2 BeK
H.e. 3a oBHe MH(POPMALINHU U 32 OBO3MOXXCHHUOT YBHUJ BO
MaTepHjajioT HajcpedyHO My Omaromapam Ha M-p [opan
Camnes.

4 Onuescka-TomoBopscka 2008.
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The character of the finds changes in building ho-
rizon II_4 and the layer overlying it. There is an in-
crease in the number of finds, plain pottery and coarse
ware in particular, that can be dated to the Late Ro-
man period."” Because these are not intact deposits,
their dates cannot be established securely only on the
bases of individual ceramic categories. However, this
pottery prevails in the collections from the last two
building horizons and we believe both postdate the
early 4" century. The number of finds that belong to
this chronological category does decline in the foun-
dation level of the second building horizon, but this
is hardly surprising, because the foundations of this
horizon cut into the underlying, earlier layer.

The material discovered in the last building ho-
rizon, immediately beneath the top-soil, is identical
to the material excavated from the uppermost layer
in test-pit [V. In both trenches the top-surface of this
horizon lies less than 20 cm below the surface. The
buildings remains visible on the surface of the central
terrace also belong to this phase. They date to the pe-
riod of Late Antiquity. By the end of the 6th century
AD, the settlement at Vidin Grad either shrank dra-
matically in size or was completely abandoned.

West terraces, test-pits V and VI

Test-pit V is located on the highest terrace of this
site, close to on the southern edge of grid 8, in an area
in which most of the surface finds date to the Late
Roman period, but there is also a sizeable collection
of pre-Roman finds. This block of land has not been
cultivated in the last few years, but because it was a
part of the plough-zone in the recent past, the trench
was positioned near the edge of this parcel, by the
dirt-road that provides access to this site from the vil-
lage of Vodovrati.

Immediately upon removing the top-soil horizon,
V_5, about 20 cm below the surface, the excavations
came across a zone of building rubble, V_4, particu-
larly intensive in the southwest corner of this trench.
It resembles the last building horizon in trench II. It
consists of unworked or roughly cut stone blocks and
building ceramics that continue beyond the southern
and western profiles. To get a clearer view of this
cluster of building material, trench V was extended
to the south by another trench of two-by-two meters.
Like test-pit IV, ithis was a double trench, measuring
four by two meters.

This zone of rubble continues only over a small
segment of the extended trench. Only a few blocks
were discovered in the northwest corner of the exten-
sion. This deposit reappears in the southeast corner of

19 Onéevska-Todorovska 2008.



JY’KHHOT Kpaj O Mpeska 8, Kaje IITO Ha MOBPIINHATA
JOMHUHHpPA JOIHOPUMCKH MaTepHjall, HaKo W IMpel-
PUMCKHOT MaTepHjaj € 3acTalleH CO BUCOK MPOIICHT.
[TocnenauBe TOMMHYT OBaa mapIieia He ce o0paboTysa
U TycTO € oOpacHara co kanuHKH. Ho Ouzejku taa 1o
HeomaMHa ce 00paboTyBaia, coHara Oelle nocraBe-
Ha HA caMHUOT pad Ha mapuenara, IOKpaj 3eMjeHUOT
ar IITO TO ceue JOKAJUTETOT MO Hal0JKHATA OCKa.

Camo miTo Oelre OTCTPAaHET IOYBEHUOT CJIOj
co aebenmmHa ox HemTo mox 20 cM,V_5, Bo jyrosa-
MaJHAOT aroj Of COHJAATa Ce IMO0jaBH PYyIIEBHHCKA
30Ha,V_ 4, MHOTY CIMYHa Ha OHaa OTKpPHEHA BO IIO-
CIIEIHUOT TpanexkeH xopu3oHT Bo conpa II. Ce pa-
00TH 3a IorojemMa KOHIICHTpallfja Ha HeoOpaboTeH
win rpy0o MpuAenKaH KaMeH W PeTKH (pparMeHTH
rpamexHa KepaMuKa, Koja IPOI0IDKYBa O jYKHHOT
Y 3armagHuoT mpoduil Ha coHaara. 3a mogo0po aa ja
pa3zbepeme oBaa MojaBa, coHzaTa Oerre MpourupeHa
BO jy’KEeH TIpaBell CO YIITE €AHA COHJA CO UAECHTHY-
HU nuMeH3uH. Taka coHga V, kako u conjga IV e co
TUMEH3HH o1 4 Ha 2 MeTpa.

PymieBMHCKHOT CII0j MOXeE J1a ce Cie[u caMo Ha
JIeIT o] IOBPIIIUHATA OJ1 IPONIHPYBambeTo. bea oTkpu-
€HH CaMO HEKOJIKY OJIOKa BO CEBEPHHOT JIENT O] TIPO-
[IMPYBAKETO, TI0 MITO KOHIEHTpaIjara Ha KaMeHU
OJIOKOBM peurcH NPEKUHYBa, 332 OIHOBO Jia Ce IMoja-
BU BO JYTOMCTOYHHOT arojl oJl MpOLIMPEHATa COH/IA.
(Cnuka 15) bnaromapeHue Ha BakBaTa IUCTPUOY-
IHja, ce JoOMBa BIIEYATOK JIeka ce paboTH 3a paspy-
IICHU TEMEJIHU MapTHH O] SHJ[ CO MpaBell ceBepo3a-
naj-jyrouctok. Cenak Mopa Aa ce MoJBieye AeKa He
MOCTOjaT IOBOJIHO CUTYPHH JJOKA3H 32 J1a C€ MOTKpe-
I OBOj BIIEYaTOK. Manu rpynamuu ol UIACHTHIHO
00paboTeH KaMeH ce cpeuaBaar 1 MOKpPaj HCTOYHHUOT
1 jy’XeH mpoduil off IpoIInpeHaTa COHa, a pyIie-
BUHCKATa 30Ha, HaKO CO JTAJIEKy MOCIad WHTCH3UTET,
ce IIMpHU peyrcH HU3 LieaTa CeBepHa MOJIOBHHA OJf
COHIaTa.

[o oTcTpanyBameTO Ha OBOj XOPU3OHT HE CE Hau-
Jie Ha HOBU KaMEHHU OJIOKOBH, HUTY Ha MPETIOCTaBe-
HATE TeMenHU naptun. OBOj MaTepHjai € BKOTIaH BO
cioj ¢MHO TpoceaHa 3eMja CO MHTEH3WBHA, TEMHO-
CHUBa, pedrcH I[pHa 00ja, co MpocevyHa AeOenrHa Of
oxony 12 cm. (Cnuka 16) Conpxu nocta rapexk, CH-
TEH YaKaJ U MECOK, ¥ TPYTKH 0] OJie/10-KoJTa TIINHA.
Moske J1a ce cieaid Ha cuTe MPOQUIN O COHIATA, CO
HCKIIy4OK Ha CEBEPHHUOT M JIeJI O[] 3aIlaJHHOT, Kaje
LITO PyLICBMHCKATa 30HA HaelHAIl NpekuHyBa. Ha
0Ba HUBO, Ha CEBEPHHUOT KPaj Of 3alaJHUOT PO
Ce jaByBa XOMOT'€H CJIOj O] CUTEH YaKall co JIeOeTnHa
O] OKOJIy 5 ¢M, KOj HaOpry MC4e3HyBa Ha CEBEPHUOT
pon.CriojoT TEMHOCHBA 3e€Mja MMOCTETIEHO pacTe
07l ceBep KOH jyI, Ofl KOTaTa CO alcojyTHa BHCHHA
on 340. 37 MeTpu H.M. BO CEBEPOUCTOUHUOT aroj Ha
conpara, 10 340.55 mMeTpu H.M. BO jyrOMCTOYHHOT
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the extended trench. (Figure 15) There is a hint at a
linear pattern in the distribution of this material and it
is tempting to suppose that these are the foundations
of a wall that was orientated northwest-southeast.
But there is not enough evidence to support this sug-
gestion. Small concentrations of building stone and
ceramics were recorded by the south and east profile
of this trench. In fact, although sparser, the zone of
rubble spreads over the entire northern half of the ex-
tended trench.

Upon the removal of this deposit, we did not
come across the anticipated building foundations.
The stone blocks are buried in a dark grey, almost
black, sediment with a fine texture, V_4. On average,
it is only 12 cm thick. (Figure 16) It contains cinders,
sand small pebbles and clods of light-yellow clay. It
is preserved on all cross-sections, except the north
and parts of the west profile, an area in which the
rubble zone disappears abruptly. At the same level
on the north profile, there is a homogenous layer of
small pebbles, about 5 cm thick. It is preserved over
a length of 1.5 meters, but it does not continue on the
north profile.

The deposit of dark-grey sediment and building
rubble ascends gradually from north to south. Where-
as in the northeast corner of trench V its top-surface
was documented at 340.37 meters above the sea, in
the southeast corner of this trench, its surface was
reached at 340.55 meters above the sea. Its depth, on
the other hand, is constant on all four profiles. This
layer contains average quantity of ceramics, animal
bone and one of the rare metal finds discovered in
these excavations, an iron knife blade.

In the northern end of the east cross-section,
V_4 overlies a layer of hard, reddish clay, but in the
southern half of this trench, it covers a thin layer of
brown-greyish sediment, V_3, that contains small
quantities of sand and small pebbles and lots of ceram-
ics. The thickness of this deposit ranges from 3-4 to 20
cm. It is particularly intensive in the western half of
the south profile and in the northwest corner of trench
V, precisely in those parts of the trench in which the
overlying building horizon is thinner. In other words,
the succeeding horizon has not only covered, but has
also cut into V_3, partly destroying it.

With the exception of the northern end of the east
cross-section, an area in which deposit V_3 is not
preserved, in the rest of the northern half of trench V,
this deposit overlies a layer of compact, bright-red-
dish clay, encountered in most of the trenches at this
site. However, in the southern half of this trench, V_3
rests on a thin layer of sand and pebbles mixed with
clay, V_2. It has a maximum thickness of 7 cm. It
lies 40 cm below the surface on the east and the east-
ern half of the south profile, descending gradually



aroj, HO pejaTMBHATa AjJa00YMHA € KOHCTaHTHA Ha
cure npodmiu. beme mpoHajAeHO MPOCEYHO KOJIH-
YeCTBO KEpaMHKa, MajKy >KUBOTMHCKH KOCKH, HO
W elleH OfI PETKUTE METaJHW HAOIW MPOHAjACHU BO
OBHE HCKOITyBambha — JKEJIE3HO CEUUBO OJ] HOX.

Ha ceBepHHOT Kpaj on HCTOUYHHOT Tmpodui,
CJIOjOT TEMHOCHBA 3€Mja JUPEKTHO HaJeTHYBa Bp3
CJI0j KOMITAaKTHa TIIWHA CO CBETIOIPBEHUKAaBa 00ja,
HO BO jy’KHaTa MOJIOBHHA TOj € TOJIOKEH BP3 TEHOK
CJI0j TIOCHA, cuBo-KaeHa 3eMja, V3, Koja Coupku
MaJIo JI0 TPOCEYHO KOJIMYECTBO CHUTEH Yakall W Te-
COK, 1 ITOTOJIEMO KOJTMUECTBO KepaMuka. J{ebennnara
Ha O0BOj XOpW30HT Bapupa of 3-4 mo 20 cm. Hajrome-
Ma MOKHOCT JIOCTUTHYBA Ha 3aIiafHaTa MOJOBHHA OJ
JYKHHOT nIporI1, HO ¥ BO CEBEPO3aIaIHUOT aroi Ha
COH/IaTa, TOKMY Ha OHHME TOYKHM KaJe LITO MPETXOA-
HUOT XOPU30HT COAPKH MOMAaJIO0 KOJIMYECTBO Tpajie-
xeH marepujai. Ce 100MBa BIIEYaTOK JieKa MPETXO-
HHUOT TPafie’keH XOPH30HT HE CaMO LITO HaJerHall,
TYKy HamecTa OWJI BCEYEH BO OBOj CJI0j, IOPaJX IITO
TOj € caMo AETYMHO COUyBaH.

Co HCKIIy4OK Ha CEBEPHHOT Kpaj O MCTOYHUOT
npouI, Kaje OBOj CJI0j coceMa ce ryOu, Bo ceBep-
HaTa TIOJIOBMHA OJi COHJATa, CJOJjOT CHBO-KadeHa
3eMja JIeKH Bp3 CJI0j KOMITAKTHA TIIMHA CO CBETJIONP-
BeHa 0o0ja, V_1, mTO ce cpekaBa BO IMOBEKETO COH-
I Ha 0BOj JIoKanuTeT. Ho BO jy’kHaTa IMOJOBUHA Of
coHpara, V_3 mounBa Bp3 TEHOK CJIOj CUTEH yakal
U TIECOK HITO COAPKH MaJIO KOJTMYECTBO 3eMjeHa Ma-
Tpuua, V_2. Ha mecra nma aebenvHa of peuucu 7
cM. Ce jaByBa Ha penatuBHa JradbounHa o 40 cM Ha
HCTOYHHOT PO U UCTOYHATA TIOJIOBUHA Ha jyXK-
HUOT TIpoduII, 1Mo ITO Tpormara 3a okoiay 10 cM Bo
3amajzHara monoBuHa Ha npoduinot. Kon cpeaunara
Ha 3arnagHuoT NPO(UIT MOCTENEHO ce TyOH BO CJI0jOT
CBETJIOLPBEHUKABA TJIMHA BO KOj Oms BkomaH. Kako
U TEMHOCHBHOT PYIIEBUHCKH CJI0j, COAPXKU IpOCced-
HO KOJIMYECTBO KepaMuKa U TpyTKHU rapexx. Cmerame
JieKa ¥ Bo o0ara cirydaja ctaHyBa 300p 3a CyOCTpyK-
LUCKH HHUBOA, OAHOCHO OCTaTOLHX Off TPAfCKHH XO-
PH30HTH.

Hajmomauor KynTypeH XOpPH30HT BO coHIA V,
V_la, e mpeTcTaBeH co ¢J10j CBETIONPBEHUKABA TITH-
Ha co J00pa KOMIIAKTHOCT M MHOTY MaJIKy CKEJIeTHa
Maca. Coapu MHOTY MaJIO KOJIMYECTBO KepaMHKa U
KOCKHM M TIOCTENEHO NMPEMHUHYBa BO CTEPHIIEH CIIOj,
KOj C€ OJIJIMKYBa CO YIITe [OoroieMa IBPCTHHA U 3T0-
JieMeHa KOHIEHTpaluja Ha TPYTKU Oena mimHa. Bo
CeBepHaTa IOJIOBMHA O]l COHJAaTa TOj Ce€ jaByBa Ha
penaruBHa mrabounHa o okoimy 40 cMm, momeka Ha
JY’)KHUOT Tpou1, TOBPIIMHATA HA CTEPUITHHOT CIIO]
€ Ha pejaTHBHa JytabounHa ox Omuzy 60 cm. OBaa
pas3nuka ce J0JKU MCKITYYMBO Ha monebenara cTpa-
turpaduja Bo jy)KHaTa IOJIOBHHA Ha coHzara. MHaky,
arcoNyTHUTE KOTH Ha TIOBPIIMHATA OJi CTCPUIIHUOT
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towards west. V_2 disappears from the stratigraphy
of this trench towards the middle of the west profile.
Like V_4, it contains an average quantity of artefacts,
mostly ceramics and burnt organic remains. Because
of its composition and place in the stratigraphic se-
quence, these are likely the remains of an earlier
building horizon.

The lowest archaeological layer in trench V is
the bright-reddish clayey sediment, V_1. It is high-
ly compacted and contains very little coarse sedi-
ments, bones and ceramics. This deposit disappears
gradually into the local bedrock, characterized by a
more intensive shade of red and high concentration
of clods of white clay. In the northern half of the ex-
tended trench, bedrock was reached 40 cm below the
surface, but on the south profile, the bedrock surface
lies at a depth of 60 cm. This difference is due to the
greater thickness of the stratigraphy in the southern
half of trench V. In both halves of the trench, the ster-
ile surface appeared at the same elevation.

The pit revealed in the northeast corner of this
trench, V_P_1, was excavated only partly. It has an
irregular oval shape. Its dimensions are uncertain, but
the segment that falls into trench V measures 50 by
30 cm. This pit was cut into bedrock. It is filled with
fine, greyish sediment that contains very little pot-
tery, cinders and pebbles. V_P_1 cannot be attributed
to a particular building horizon. As evidenced on the
east profile, it lies below the last building horizon,
the remains of which have partly sunk into the pit.
Therefore, the small number of artefacts discovered
do not offer reliable dating evidence. The bottom of
V_P 1 was discovered 339.85 meters above the sea
or approximately 80 cm below the surface.

Two building horizons can be distinguished in
trench V, visible only on the south profile. The re-
mains from the later building phase are preserved in
the dark-grey sediment mixed with building rubble,
burnt organic remains and clay, V_4. It corresponds
to the last building horizons in trenches II and IV.
Like in these two trenches, only the rubble layer sur-
vives from this building phase. The infill accumulat-
ed during this phase of occupation has been ploughed
out or washed away by erosion. This building phase
dates to the Late Roman period. Over 80% of the
ceramic fragments can be dated to this period. They
are identical to the material excavated from the upper
horizons in trenches II and IV. The building rubble
found in trench V belongs to a building of a much
humbler character in comparison to those discovered
in the last building horizon in trench II. This impres-
sion arises from the small quantity of building rubble
and the poor craftsmanship of the building blocks.
The dark-grey colour of this deposit is the result of



XOPHU30HT U HA CEBEPHHUOT U HA jY>KHUOT Kpaj OfI COH-
JlaTa ce UCTH U u3HecyBaat okoixy 340.17 meTpu H.M.

Bo ceBepoHCTOUHHOT aroi Ha COHAaTa ce Ioja-
BHU jama, KOja IPOJOJIKYBa O] CEBEPHUOT U MCTOU-
HAOT mpodmr.Cropen OTKPHUEHHOT AEN, Taa HMa
HEMpaBuiiHA, OBajHAa (opMa U MPHUIMYHO TOJIEMHU
nuMeH3ud. CaMo JIeNIoT BO COHJATa MEpH MOBEKE OJf
MOJIOBMHA MeTap Mo HajxobkHara u Hax 30 cM 1o Ha-
npevHara ocka. Jamara Ouiia BKOTaHa BO 3[paBHIIA.
HcnonHera e co mocHa, peYrCH CTEpUITHA CUBKAcTa
3emja, V_1b. 3aroa Temko € 1a ce mpumuine Ha KOH-
KpeTeH KynTypeH xopu3oHT. Criopen crpaturpaduja-
Ta HA HUCTOYHHOT NMpoQuiI, Taa CEKaKo € mocrapa ox
MOCJICHUOT TPAJICIKEH XOPU30HT KOj ja MOKPUJI U Jie-
JYMHO TIpOTaiHaN BO jamara. HejauHOoTO nHO Oere
oTkpueHo Ha 339.85 MeTpH H.B., WIM Ha pellaTUBHA
IUTabovrHA 0f] O3y OCyMIECETHHA CM.

Bo conma V moxe na ce KoHcTarupaar JBe rpa-
nexxHu (asu u Toa camo Ha jyxkHuoT mpodui. [lo-
JIOITHEKHATa rpajexHa (asza ce couyBajia BO CJIOjOT
TeMHOCHBa 3eMja. CTpaTurpa)CKu Taa COOABETCTBY-
Ba CO TOCJICAHUTE TPAJCIKHA XOPUIOHTH BO COHITUTE
II u IV. Cnojor mTo ce Bp3yBa co oBaa (aza 1mo ce
u3rea ro MpeTcTaByBa TEMEIHOTO HUBO, TOAEKa
MoJIHETHIIaTa, kKako U Bo coHaute Il u IV, nenocHo
Ce CTOMWJIa CO XyMyCHHOT XOpHu30HT. OBOj rpaze-
eH XOpu3oHT e porHoanTnuku. Hag 80% ox Hao-
JITE UM IpUIaraar Ha UCTUTE GaKTypu u QakTypHU
TPy KOHCTaTUPAaHU BO MOCIEIHUTE XOPU30HTH BO
cormute Il u IV. Cnopeneno co conaa I, rpagbara
YUK OcTarouy Oea MPOHAjAEeHU BO coHAa V Ouia co
MHOT'Y TIOCKpOMeH Kapaktep. Ha oBa ymnarysa pena-
TUBHO MaJIOTO KOJIMYECTBO KaMEH M TpajieKHa Ke-
pamuka. TeMHOCHBHOT CEJUIMEHT BO KOj € COJIpIKaH
OBOj PYIIEBUHCKH CII0j MOXKeOH ja modui 0ojara o
TOJIEMOTO KOJIWYECTBO OPTraHCKHU MaTe€pHjaIn oIl KOu
Ouna usrpajaeHa rpaadara.

On mocTapuoT rpajekeH XOPU30HT € COuyBaHa
CyOCTpyKIIMjaTa BO BHUJ Ha TCHOK CJIOj MIECOK M Ya-
KaJ M Je’dyMHO nonHetunara. OBOj XOPH30HT € BO
rojeMa Mepa OLITeTEH ITPHU MOAUTAkEeTo Ha Tpagbara
OJ1 TIOJIOITHEeXKHATA TpajiekHa (aza. Kako pesynrar Ha
OBOj yIaj, ¥ BO OBUE CIOCBH € IPUCYTHA OI[HOAH-
THUYKaTa KepaMHUKa U TOa BO roixeMu konunuunu. Ce-
MakK, 3a pasjiika oJf TOPHUTE XOPU3OHTH, KaJe IITO
0BOj MaTepujan npercraByBa Hanm 80% of BKYITHOTO
KOJIMYECTBO HAO/H, BO JIOJHUTE /IBA CJI0ja, HETOBOTO
yuectBo nara mog 50%. (I'paga 4) OBa e ocobeHo
CHJTHO M3pa3€eHo Ha jy)KHUOT MPoQu1, KaJe MITO OBOj
XOpHU30HT € Hajao0po couyBaH. DakToT WTO MpO-
LEHTOT Ha JOUHOAHTHYKH HAOJH MMOBTOPHO pacTe BO
HAjJIOTHUOT KYJITYPEH XOPU30HT € jaceH JIOKa3 JeKa
cTpaturpadujara BO OBaa COH/a € BO rojeMa Mepa
UCTIpETypeHa.
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the decomposition of the organic materials used in
the construction of this building.

The earlier building horizon is limited to the
southern half of trench V and is represented by the
brown-greyish infill V_3 and the underlying layer of
sand and pebbles, V_2. This horizon has suffered a
considerable damage during the later construction
phase. Because of this, it contains large quantities
of Late Roman finds. However, unlike the overlying
layers, in which Late Roman pottery amounts to over
80% of all finds, in the lower strata, less than 50%
of the finds date to the Late Roman period. (Graph
4) This distribution is most apparent in the south-
ern half of this trench, in which the earlier horizon
is well-preserved. The increase in the percentage of
Late Roman finds in the lowest archaeological stra-
tum underlines the degree of disturbance of the stra-
tigraphy in trench V.

The majority of the ceramic finds found in the
lower strata belong to the categories of grey-fired,
wheel-thrown pottery and hand-made, coarse ware
with brown to reddish colour of the surface. These
fabric groups were attested in trenches I and IV and
the lower strata in trench II, and can be dated to the
Hellenistic period, or to Early Antiquity. None of the
finds discovered in this trench can be dated to the
Late Iron Age.

Trench VI is located about 20 meters southwest of
trench V, within the same block of land. It also falls
within the area covered by grid 8 and, more precisely,
in its southwest corner. Sterile surface appeared at a
depth of only 20 to 25 cm. In this trench, it is char-
acterized by a hard clayey sediment. It is light-grey,
almost white, and it does not contain coarse particles.
In total, 24 ceramic fragments were collected from
the top-soil, nearly all of which date to the Late Ro-
man period. This material is probably derived from a
thin cultural layer that has disintegrated completely.

West terraces, test-pit VII

Test-pit VII is located on the hedge between ca-
dastral parcels 102 and 103, 18 meters northwest of
trench VI. This area has been left out of the ploughzone
in the past decade. However, the old plowing furrows
are still visible on the surface and on the cross-sec-
tions. They are up to 30-40 cm deep and certainly
result from mechanized ploughing. Obviously, there
was little hope of discovering undisturbed deposits in
this part of the site. Because of poor surface visibili-
ty, the highest terrace within the walled area was not
included in the grid survey.

The stratigraphy in this trench is more or less uni-
form on all four cross-sections. There were not any
building remains or other unmovable finds, like pits



JIOMMHaHTHHOT MaTepHjajl BO OJHUTE JBA XOPH-
30HTa BO jJy’)KHHOT JIeJ O] COHJIaTa € MPETCTaBeH CO
KaTerOpUUTe CHBO-TICYeHAa KepaMuka, paboTeHa Ha
KOJIIIE U payHO MeceHa Ipy0a KepamMHKa cO L[PBEHH-
KaBo-KadeaBa 0oja Ha moBpmnHara. U aBere karero-
puu Gea 3actanenu Bo conaure I u IV, n HajHuCKUTE
XOpU30HTH o1 coHjia Il m Moxe HauenHo aa ce JaTu-
paar BO XEeJICHUCTUYKATa €110Xa. 3a pa3jIMKa OJf COH/A
II, Hema npuMepoLH KepamMHKa IITO MOXKE J1a Ce Ja-
TUpaat Bo JKeye3HOTO BpeMme.

Conpga VI 6emre moctaBeHa Ha okoiry 20 MeTpu
jyrosamasHo ox1 coHa V, BO paMKHTe Ha McTara nap-
nena. Taa ce Haora MOKpaj jyrozanagHHOT aroi Of
Mpexa 8. Beke 10 BTOPHOT WM TPETHOT OTKOII, Ha
penaruBHa qnabourHa o 20 10 25 cM ce pa3oTKpu
CTEpHJICH CJI0j, KOj BO OBaa COHJZIa € IPETCTaBEeH CO
IBPCT IIMHECT CEIVMEHT, CO OJeIOoCHBa, PEYHCH
Oenma 0oja W OTCYCTBO Ha CKeleTHa Maca. Tyka, BO
XyMYCHHUOT cJI0] Oea OTKpueHU 24 (parmMeHTu Ke-
pammuKa, TIIaBHO JAOIHOAHTHUYKH. J[OKOJIKY BOOIIIITO
Ha OBa MecTo ce OOPMHI KYJITYpPEH XOPH30HT, TOj
IIETIOCHO AC3WHTETPHUpa MO IejCTBO Ha epo3ujaTa u
00paboTKaTa Ha 3eMjUIITETO.

3anaonu mepacu, conoa VII

Conpna VII e nocraBeHa Ha rpaHuIiaTa moMery Ka-
tactapckute napueiau 102 u 103, 18 merpu cesepo-
3arajHo ox1 ceBepHUOT pad Ha conna VI. OBoj nen of
TEPEHOT BO MOCIJICAHUBE TOAWHH HE ce 00paboTyBa,
MakKo JI0 HeollaMHa M TOj PEIOBHO ce oOpaboTyBall.
Ha noBpmmHara u Ha npoduinte ¢ ymTe MOXe Ja
ce pacmo3Haar Opasmu Ol Opame CO MEXaHW3allhja,
mraboku 1 Hax 30 cMm. Ilopamu rycrara Bereramnyja,
OBOj JIeJ OJ] JJOKAJTUTETOT KPaj HAIBOPEITHOTO 3aIra,l-
HO 00suane, He Oellle MOKPUEH BO TEKOT Ha PEKOTHO-
ciupamara ox 2013. Crparurpadujara oTKprueHa BO
OBaa COHJIa ¢ MPUOIMIKHO BOCJHAUEHA HA CUTE TIPO-
(umu. He Oea mpoHajieHu CTPYKTYPHH OCTATOITH.

Kako 1 Bo moBekeTo OTBOPEHU COHIH, XyMYCHHOT
xopu30HT Bo coHaa VII, VII 4, e co MOKHOCT o1 OKo-
1y 20 cm. (Cnuxka 17) Ce opnukyBa co TeMHOKadeaBa
00ja U cpeHO MPUCYCTBO Ha ckeneTHa Maca. Comp-
KM MPOCEYHO KOJIMYECTBO Ha KEpaMUUKU (pparMeH-
tu. [lom XyMyCHHOT MOKpHBad ClieAyBa ciioj (GpuHO
MpoCceaH CETUMEHT CO CBETIOCHBa 00ja, CO CPETHO
KOJIMYECTBO HAa CKEJIeTHA Maca, [IaBHO Yakajl U CH-
TeH kameH, VII 3. Herosara nmpoceuyHa MOKHOCT ce
nBrKY iomery 15 u 20 cM, nako Ha cpeuHara o 3a-
MaJHUOT MPO(UIT TOCTUTHYBA AeOCIUHA O] PEUUCH
30 cMm. OBue paznuku Mopa 11a ce edekT Ha 00padoT-
KaTa Ha 3€MjUIITETO, IOpaau IITO FOpHaTa rpaHULa
Ha OBOj XOPU30HT HE CIIeAH MpaBa JuHUja. Hajronem
Jeql O MaTepHjajioT coOpaH on oBaa coHjaa Oere
MIPOHAjICH BO OBOj CJIO].
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or platforms. Like in most other trenches, the top-soil,
VII 4, is approximately 20 cm thick. (Figure 17) It
contains average quantities of pebbles and artefacts.
Underlying this layer is a light-grey sediment mixed
with small quantities of sand and pebbles, VII 3. It
is easily distinguished from the dark-brown soil hori-
zon above. The majority of the finds from trench VII
come from this layer. It has a variable thickness, but
on most profiles, it measures between 15 and 20 cm.
The top-surface of this horizon is cut by numerous
plough-marks. The regular ploughing of this field se-
cured a constant supply of fresh material from VII 3
to the top-soil.

The layer of fine, light-grey sediment rests on a
thin layer of light-reddish clay of a much coarser tex-
ture, VII 2. It contains large quantities of sand and
pebbles and its thickness ranges between 7 and 15
cm. This layer is most intensive in the northeast cor-
ner of the trench. In absolute numbers, it yielded an
average quantity of ceramic finds, but relative to its
volume, it does not lag behind the layer above. The
bottom-surface of this layer was reached at a depth of
50 cm. Below this horizon is a layer of poorly con-
solidated conglomerate that is sterile and almost void
of fine particles, VII 1. It consists entirely of poorly
sorted pebbles and cobbles.

Only one phase of occupation can be detected in
the stratigraphy of trench VII. Like in the majority of
the trenches excavated, it includes a thin substruction
layer — the light-reddish clay with high concentration
of'sand and pebbles, V_2 — overlaid by a thicker infill
layer — in this case, characterized by fine, light-grey
sediment, V_3. Over 90% of the ceramic finds from
this trench belong to the two categories that com-
prise the typical Hellenistic assemblage at this site:
the grey-fired, wheel-thrown pottery, inspired by
Aegean shapes and coarse, hand-made pottery that
follows the local Iron Age traditions. (Graph 5) Less
than 10% of the finds can be dated to the Late Roman
period and these originate from disturbed deposits in
the immediate proximity of trench VII.

West terraces, test-pits VIII to XI

This group of trenches are located on cadastral
parcel 103, on the westernmost terrace of this site.
The land-use and vegetation are identical to those
encountered on the neighbouring parcels. This en-
tire tract of land by the western wall of Vidin Grad is
overgrown and was not included in the grid survey.
However, as evidenced by the plough-marks and the
disturbed stratigraphy in the excavated trenches, until
a few decades ago, this land was cultivated regularly.

The situation encountered immediately under the
soil horizon in trench VIII made us modify the ex-



C10joT cBeTIOCHBaA MpoceaHa 3eMja Mo4YuBa BP3
TEHOK XOPHU30HT CBETJIOLPBCHUKABA TIIMHA, N3MEIIaH
co necok u 4akai, VII 2. Mma mpoceuna nebenmaa
of 7 ¢M, MaKO Ha MeCTa, KaKO Ha HCTOYHUOT Kpaj Ol
CEBEPHHUOT MPOQIIT JOCTUTHYBA MOKHOCT | 071 15 cM.
Bo anconmytHH OpojKu COAPXKU CPEAHO KOJIMYECTBO
JBIDKHHU HAOMW, HO Cpa3MEpHO CO HEToBaTa MOKHOCT,
HE 320CTaHyBa MHOTY 3aJ MPETXOAHHUOT XOPH3OHT.
JomHaTa rpaHHIla Ha OBOj CJIOj CE jaByBa Ha pena-
TUBHA A7a004YMHA O OKOJy IOJIOBMHA MeTap. Taa e
JIECHO BOOWINBA, OWAEJKH CTEPUITHHOT CJIOj BO OBaa
COHZIa € MPETCTaBeH cO €1a00 KOHCOMUAApaH KOH-
JIOMepart, COCTaBEeH O]l Yakal M KaMeH CO Malll U
cpennu numensuu, VII 1. Toj peuurcu u na He coap-
KU 3eMjeHa MaTpHIla.

Bo conma VII ce couyBan camo eneH HacenOWH-
CKH XOpHU30HT. Toj ce COCTOM Ol TeHKa OCHOBA, TPET-
CTaBEeHa CO CIIOjOT IPBCHUKABA TIMHA WU3MEHIAH CO
Yakajl 1 1aJIeKy IOMOKEH CJI0j CBETIIOCHBA ITPOCceana
3eMja BO KOj € COApKaH MaTepHjajoT IITO Ce HAaTalo-
JKWJI BO TEKOT Ha OBaa HacenOuHcka (asza. Hax 90%
O] HAOJIUTE Ce MPETCTABEHHU CO pernepToap Ha Kepa-
MUYKH QAaKTypH KapaKTePUCTUUCH 33 XCIICHUCTHYKA-
Ta eroxa: CHBO IIe4eHa KepaMuKka paboTeHa Ha BUTIIO
Y payHO pabOTeHA IPBEHUKABO KapeHa KepaMuKa co
rpy0 cocrar. (I'pada 5) IIpucyren e u eneH ¢par-
MEHT, UCTO TaKa CHUBO MEUYEH, MPECBJIEYEH CO IPH
(hupHaj3. CaM0 HEKOJIKY TPOIICHTH O HAOJTUTE MOXKE
Jla ce IaThpaaT BO IOIHOPHMCKATA er0Xa U THE CeKa-
KO TIOTEKHYBAaaT O[] pacTypPEHHU LIEIHHHU O HEOCpe-
HaTa OKOJIMHA Ha OBaa COHJA.

3anaonu mepacu, conou VII-XI

Oaa rpyna Ha coHau Oea orBopeHu Ha K.IL
103, naj3anagHara nmapuesia BO paMKUTE Ha Hacenoa-
Ta. OBaa Kako M coceJHara mnapiiesa KOH HCTOK He
ce oOpaboTyBaar OapeM eaHa JCIICHHja U 3aT0a HE
0ea BKJIyu€HH BO PEKOTHOCLHPABETO 10 MPEXKHU
enuHunu. bpasnute ox opame c¢ ymre BUUIMBU Ha
MOBpIIMHATA CE€ MOKa3arel AeKa, 10 HeoJaMHa OBaa
maplena akTuBHO ce 00paboTyBaa.

Curyanyjara OTKpHEHA IITUTKO MO TOBPIIMHATA
B0 conzia VIII He HaTepa J1a ja CcMeHUME TaKTUKaTa Ha
COHJ@KHU HCTPAKyBamkha Ha Majd MOBPIIMHA M Ha
OBOj TIPOCTOP O€IIe OTBOPEHA TOTojIeMa ITOBPIIIHHA.
Conpa VIII Geme npommpena KOH 3armaj] U UCTOK CO
10 €THA COHJA CO MICHTUYHU JVUMEH3UH, COHJIa X U
IX, a motoa conaa IX Gerre nmpomupeHa KoH jyr co
conga XI. 3a na He ce jaByBaar 3a0yHH OKOJy JIO-
KalldjaTa Ha IpOIIMpPyBamara, CEKoe MPOIINPYBabe
Oere HyMeprUpaHO KaKko 3aceOHa COHJA.

Bo conna VIII, Ha penaruBHA mmabourHa O OKOITY

30 cM U Ha 1ienara MoBPIINHA O COHATa Oellie OTKPHEH
J00po couyBaH riouHuK. (Crmka 18) CocraseH e ox yer-
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cavation strategy, and open up a larger area instead
of isolated test-pits. Trench VIII was extended to the
west and east, by two trenches with identical dimen-
sions, test-pits [X and X. Test-pit IX was then extend-
ed to the south, by another trench of 2 by 2 meters,
test-pit XI. To avoid the likely confusion about the lo-
cation of the extensions, it was decided to label each
extension separately, even though this is a continuous
surface.

In trench VIII, less than 30 cm below the surface
and over its entire surface, the excavations revealed a
segment of a pavement. (Figure 18) It is built of large
quadrangular blocks, the ends of which do not meet.
They are inserted into a layer of fine, greyish-brown
sediment, VIII 2. It is easily distinguished from
the top-soil, VIII 3, which is dark-brown and has a
higher fraction of coarse particles. The construction
technique of the pavement is similar to that of the
pavement discovered in the earliest building horizon
preserved in trench II. The key difference between
the two pavements is the size of flagstones. Those
used in the pavement in trench VIII are much larger
and, on average, measure about 0.1 square meters.
However, towards the eastern edge of the paved sur-
face, the flagstones are much smaller and of variable
shape.

In principle, trench VIII was extended because the
paved area continues beyond its eastern and western
edges. This was the only way to define and under-
stand its function and character. Upon the removal
of the top-soil in trenches IX and X, the eastern and
western edges of the paved surface came to light. It
is 2.4 meters wide. On the west, it is limited by a
narrow strip of fine greyish sediment, in which a few
large building blocks have fallen. On the east, the
greyish-brown sediment in which the pavement was
founded continues. An old hornbeam grows imme-
diately south of trench VIII. There is a large pile of
building blocks around its trunk, which is a testimo-
ny to the extent of destruction of the archaeological
layers caused by ploughing and field clearance. This
prevented us from extending trench VIII in this di-
rection. Instead, trench IX was extended to the south
by trench XI. The western edge of the pavement was
discovered in the eastern third of this trench. It con-
tinues south, beyond the south profile of trench XI.
This segment is constructed of cobbles of various
size and shape and is visibly sparser than the part
of the pavement revealed in the other trenches. This
must be the result of post-depositional disturbances.
(Figure 19)

The most reasonable explanation that springs to
mind is that this is a segment of a paved street, ori-
entated north-south, following the long axis of the
western terrace. There were other clues that pointed



BpTECTH OJIOKOBH, UMM KPAECBH HE CE cOCTaByBaar. Tue ce
BKOITAHH BO TIOCEH U JIOOPO MPOCEaH CJI0j, CO CBETIOKade-
apa, cuBkacra 6oja, VIII_2. JlecHo ce 1BoM O XyMyCHHOT
croj, VIII 3 koj mMa tocTa roteMHa 60ja v rmorpyoa Tekc-
Typa. Criopey; CIIoroT, OBOj IUIOYHWK HAIIMKYBA HA OHOJ
MPOHAj/IEH BO HAJCTAPUOT TPaiesKeH XOPH30HT BO COHA
II. Kiyunara pazmika € Bo JUMEH3MMTE Ha OJIOKOBHTE,
xou Bo conza VIII ce mocra nmorosieMu U BO IPOCEK CeE
nerkar okony 0.1 Metap KBajipaTeH, Hako KOH HCTOYHHOT
pab Ha IJIOYHUKOT CE BOOUYBA ITOTPYO CIIOT ¥ OJIOKOBH CO
TIOMAJTH IMMEH3UH 1 HeNPaBIUTHA (popma.

Ilo orcTpanyBameTo Ha XyMyCHHOT XOPH30HT BO
coanure 1X n X, O6ea neduHupanu 3anagHUOT U UC-
TOYHHOT pab Ha morutovyeHara nospimHa. [lupoka e
peuncu 2.40 merpu. Ha 3amagnara ctpana rpaHuydu
€O 30HA Ha (PUHO TPOCEaH, CUBKACT CEANMEHT, BO KOj
ynajHalle HEeKOJIKY KaMeHH OJIOKOBH, HOJEeKa KOH HC-
TOK, IPOOJKYBA CHBO-Ka(eaBUOT CEAUMEHT BO KOj
IUIOYHUKOT Omil BKomaH. JyxHo on conna VIII, pacre
crap rabep, OKOIy yKe CTeOI0 € HaTpyIlaH rojieM KyIl
071 KaMeHH OJIOKOBM H3BJICUCHH IpU 0OpaboTkara Ha
oBaa napuena. Ho uckomyBamara Bo conna XI, cme-
CTEHa BO KB3IpaHTOT jyro3amaano ox conaa VIII, mo-
Ka)kaa JieKa IoIUIoYeHaTa MOBPIIKMHA TPOJOIDKYBa KOH
JyT HU3 Lienata I0JbKHHA Ha coHa X1 v o Hej3uHHOT
jyxen npodui. [Tokpaj uctounnor pab on oBaa coHaa
Oerie OTKpHEH Haj3anaaHuoT pex 6mokoBu. M Tyka ce
3abenmexyBa mociaab omyc u yrorpeda Ha moMau 01o-
KOBH, cO HenpaBuiHH (hopmu. (Cruka 19)

Bo Toj MOMEHT KaKo HajITOTHYHO ce HaMEeTHA 00jacHy-
Bam-ETO JIeKa ce pabOTH 3a Al Off TPpaJicka YIIUIa, Koja ce
MpoTerasa PevrcH BO NpaBel] CeBep — jyT, M0 HaO0IK-
HaTa ocKa Ha Tepacara. Ha oBa ymarysalie u mojasara
Ha 30Ha o1 (PUHO TIpoCceanHa 3eMja O] 3araaHara cTpaHa
Ha YJIMIIATa, IITO HAJIMKYBAIIE HA KaHAN 33 COOMparhe Ha
arMocQepcKu B, M 0COOEHO (aKTOT, IITO BHCHHCKHU-
TE BPEIHOCTH Ha OJIOKOBHTE Off CpelHaTa Ha IUIOYHHU-
KOT Oea BUJTHO MOBUCOKH O] OHUE Ha paOHUTE OJIOKOBH.
TopauTe oBpIIMHM Ha paOHUTE OJIOKOBH OJT 3arajiHaTa
CTpaHace Ha BUCHHA OJ OKoiIy 342.9 MeTpu H.M., Io1e-
Ka Ha [IEHTpaJTHATE OJIOKOBU Ha HemTo Haj 343 meTpu
H.B. [IpBOOKTHO OBaa BPEMTHOCT CEKaKo OMIa MOBUCOKA,
CO OIJIe/ Ha TOA IITO TOYHO MO CPENUHATA Ha YIHIaTa
ce 3a0enexyBa Opaszia ol IUIYT, a [ICHTPAITHHUTE OJIOKOBH
ce MaJIKy mponajaHary. PabHute OIOKOBH Ha MCTOYHATA
CTpaHa ce 32 OKOJTy 5 CM TIOBUCOKH O] OHHE Ha 3aria/JHa-
Ta, IITO CEKAKO € PEe3Y/TaT Ha TOA IITO HCTOYHUOT pad Ha
ymuuara 6un goodopmeH — MoxkeOu ynuiara ouna npo-
IIMpEeHa — BO MoIONHekHa (a3a. Ha Toj HaumH odopme-
Ha Ouna Grara BUCOYMHKA T10 HaJJOJDKHATA OCKA Ha YiU-
11ara, 3a Jja Ce OCUrypa Hej3uHaTa qpeHaka. OBaa oKa
€ KapaKTEPUCTHYHA 32 PUMCKOTO TIATHO MEDKEHEPCTRO. 1

'S Cnopenu co nouno-pumMckara ynuia Bo Ckynu, Ko-
paueBuk 2002.
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in this direction. The strip of loose, greyish sediment
that flanks the western edge of the pavement looked
like the infill of a drainage or a sewage canal. Even
more suggestive were the differences between the el-
evation values of the top-surfaces of the flagstones
in the central parts of the pavement and on its edges.
The latter are at least ten cm lower than the former.
Whereas the top-surface of the westernmost row of
cobbles lie at an altitude of 342.9 meters above the
sea, those of the cobbles in the central part of the
pavement at approximately 343 meters above the sea.
A plough mark runs along the middle of the street and
the central blocks of the pavement are tilted. Hence,
originally, their top-surfaces must have stood slightly
higher than today. The cobbles that form the eastern
edge of the street are about five cm higher than those
on the western edge. It has already been observed
that the eastern third of the pavement is composed
of blocks of irregular shape, that are not really flag-
stones. This segment of the street certainly belongs
to a separate building phase that consisted of repairs
or widening of the existing pavement. However, de-
spite the crudely executed widening of the pavement
and the damage caused by mechanized ploughing,
the street has retained its elliptical surface, typical of
Roman street-construction.?

The remains of a wall, IX W_1, were discovered
next to the strip of loose, greyish sediment that flanks
the street on the west. Its top-surface is slightly high-
er than the central axis of the street. This wall runs
parallel to the street, at a distance of about 50 cm
from its western edge. It runs across the entire width
of the trench. (Figure 20) This wall is constructed of
uncut or roughly finished stone blocks bonded with
thin layers of mortar. An interesting peculiarity of
the masonry technique is visible on the plan of the
wall. The building blocks are laid horizontally, in two
parallel rows. Smaller, irregularly shaped blocks are
inserted into the mortar mass between these two rows
of building blocks. This is a massive wall, over 60
cm wide. Only two courses of blocks are preserved.
They rest on foundations of large boulders. Including
the foundations, IX W _1 is almost 50 cm high.

This wall disappears abruptly at the border be-
tween trenches IX and XI. The southernmost block
was found displaced, leaning against the standing
segment of the wall. If we are to go by its size, this
block belonged to the foundations. Not a single build-
ing block was discovered at this level in trench XI.
Unlike the paved street, which has preserved much
of its original form, the segment of wall IX W 1 in
trench XI was completely removed during ploughing.
Possibly, the large number of boulders and building

20 Cf. the Late Roman street in Scupi, Koracéevi¢ 2002.



Ha onBaj HemTo MOBHCOKO HUBO Off OHA HA LIEH-
TPAJIHUOT JIeJ O yNMIAaTa, ¥ Ha pacTojaHue IoMajio
Ol TIOJIOBUHA METap O HEj3MHMOT 3amajaeH pad, ce
OTKpH cerMeHT of suf, suf IX W 1, koj e mapanenex
CO ynHLaTa U ce CJIEAH IO IesiaTa JODKMHA Ha COHIA
IX. (Couka20) I'pagen e ox HeoOpabOTEHH WK TIPH-
JIeTKaH! KaMEeHH OJIOKOBH, CTIIOjYBaHU CO TEHOK CJIOj
mantep. Ha ocHoBara ce 3a0enexyBa KapaKTepHCTH-
YeH omyc. biokoBUTE ce MOJNIOKEHN XOPU30HTAIHO
BO JIBE€ HM3H, a BO CpelMHaTa, BO MaJTepHaTa Maca,
Kako “KIy4eBH'‘, BMETHATH C€ IOMaji OJOKOBU CO
HempaBuiHa ¢popma. SHIOT UMa MaKCHMaJHa IHpPO-
yiHa o7 65 cM, a COYYBaH € BO €EH, HaJMHOTY JBa
pena, 1o IITo cileayBa TeMeNHara naprija. Brryun-
TEJIHO CO TEMEJHTE, SUIHOTO IIATHO € COYYBAaHO BO
BHCHHA 071 0KoiTy 50 cM.

3a jkaj, TOYHO Ha TpaHUIlaTa MoMery COHIHUTE
IX u XI, ocraronure o/l SUAOT HA€QHAII TH CHEMY-
Ba. BcymHoCT, mocmeqHuOT OJIOK O HM3ara Oerrne
MIPOHAjACH TUCIIOIMPaH, HEBP3aH CO SHIHATAa Maca.
Cynejku ciopen TUMeH3UHTE, c€ paboTh 3a OJI0K Off
TEMEJIUTE Ha SUJOT, U3BJCUeH npu oOpaboTKara Ha
3emjuiTeTo. Ha oBa HUBO BO cona X1, He MOXe Beke
Jla ce cIemar Tpard of SH. 3a pa3jiuka of IIOYHH-
KOT OJT TpaJicKara yiuIla, TOj OWII IIEIIOCHO OTCTPAHET
[P Opame Ha 3€MjUILNTETO, Tla MOXKHO € KYITUIITaTa
KaMeHH OJIOKOBM HATpPyINaHM IMOKPaj UCTOYHUOT pad
0] OBaa COH/Ia Jla My Mpunarajie TOKMY Ha OBOj SH/I.

TemennuTe OJIOKOBU O[] SUAOT OTKPUEH BO COH/IA
IX mmaar BHCHHCKA BpPETHOCT o okoiy 342.64 me-
TpH H.B. THE ce BKOTIAaHU TPUECETHHA CM ITOHUCKO O]
HUBOTO Ha TUIOYHUKOT, 114 OYUTIIEHO € JIeKa IIOHOTO
HUBO Ha rpajdaTa Ha KOja U MIPHUITarai OBOj SHII, - KOe
HE € COUyBaHO — KOMYHUIIPAJIO CO HUBOTO Ha IUIOY-
HUKOT. HajBucokure OnokoBu o sunoT [X W 1 ce
HEKOJIKY CAHTHMETPH TIOBUCOKH OJ HAjBHCOKUTE KOTH
BO paMKHTE Ha IUIOYHUKOT.Toa 3Haum nexa SuAoT e
COYyBaH HEIITO HaJ HUBOTO Ha XHBeewme. MOXKHO e
CJTabu Tparu of OAHOTO HUBO J]a CE COUyBaJie Ha ce-
BepHUOT npodui o conaa IX, Ha mpoctopot momery
yaunara u suot. Tyka, Ha HemTo noMaiky o 20 cMm
O] TIOBPIIMHATA U HA MICTO HUBO KAaKO MOBPIIMHATA
Ha IJIOYHHUKOT, ce 3abenexyBaar ¢pparMeHTH Of He-
KOJIKY TUTOYECTH OJIOKOBHM HapeneHu Bo Huza. Crio-
pen pu3nUYKUTE KapaKTepUCTUKU U cTpaTturpadcekara
noJox0a, BeTHAI MMOJl XYMYCHHOT CJIOj, THE MHOTY
HaJIMKyBaaT Ha MIPETIOCTABEHOTO ITOHO HUBO KOE H
mpumnaraiso Ha mocienHara rpajiekta ¢asza Bo CoHa
I1. BakBu Tparu o HaciI0jyBame MOXKE J1a CE Clieaar
Ha ¥cTaTa peNiaTUBHA JUTa0OYrHA M Ha 3alaJHUOT U
jyxuuot npodui ox conaa XI. Kako n Bo ocranarure
COH/IM, KYJITYPHHOT XOPHU30HT IITO CE€ HATAJIOXKMIT Ha
OBa HHBO COCEMa CE MPETOIHII BO XyMYCHHOT CJIOj.

On ucrouHara cTpaHa Ha yaMLaTa, BO COHAA X,
OYeKyBaBME Ja C€ T0jaBM MaHAaH Ha rpagdara Ha
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blocks piled up east of trench XI is all that remains
of this wall.

The foundation blocks of IX W _1 discovered in
trench IX lie at an absolute height of 342.64 meters
above the sea. Their bottom-surfaces lie 30 cm below
the street pavement. Obviously, the unpreserved floor
of the building was at the same level as the street. The
highest points on the wall lie five to seven cm above
the highest point of the street, implying that the wall
is preserved one course above floor level. It is possi-
ble that meagre traces of this level of habitation are
preserved on the north profile of trench IX, in the
area between the street and wall IX W _1. Less than
20 cm below the surface and at approximately the
same level as the surface of the street, there is a short
course of flagstones. By their shape and stratigraphic
position, they are identical to the supposed floor of
the last building phase in trench II. This level can be
observed on the south and west profile of trench XI.
Like in the other trenches, the infill layer that accu-
mulated during this phase of occupation has not been
preserved.

In trench X, east of the street, we expected to find
the counterpart to the building discovered in trench
IX. However, we were quickly proven wrong. Ap-
proximately ten to 15 cm below the eastern edge of
the street, the excavations reached a large concen-
tration of building blocks, tile and pithoi fragments.
(Figure 15) It spreads over most of trench X, but it is
particularly dense in the western end of this trench.
There is a hint of a disturbed foundation wall, about
35 cm wide and orientated northwest-southeast. It
was a part of a building earlier than the street, be-
cause it runs obliquely to the street and continues un-
derneath its pavement. (Figure 21) It was constructed
of uncut or roughly finished stone blocks of small and
medium dimensions. Stratigraphically, they belong to
the same greyish-brown sediment that underlies the
pavement. However, their bottom-surface lies about
15 cm below the edge of the street, at an absolute
height of 342.76 meters above the sea. Thus, both the
position of this rubble zone in the local stratigraphy
and its relation to the street, suggest that they are the
remains of an earlier building phase, looted and de-
molished prior to the last construction phase and the
building of the street. The material from this earlier
building phase was probably reused in the construc-
tion of the new buildings or used to level the terrain
prior to construction.

The clearance of the zone of greyish infill west of
the street failed to reveal any concrete evidence of a
canal. There are not any tangible traces of a well-de-
fined ditch or ceramic fragments from the facing of
the supposed canal. The strip of greyish infill does not
continue into trench XI. More to the point, was there



koja u mpumnaran sun X 1. Beke mo mpBHOT OTKOII
MOJI UCTOYHHMOT Pabd Ha yiuIara ce MmojaBu ciada
KOHIIEHTpaIrja Ha KaMeHH OJIOKOBH, Ipajie’kHa Ke-
pamuka u ¢pparmentu on nutoc. (Crouka 15, mojaBu
o0oenn Bo npBeHO) OBaa pyIIeBUHCKA 30HA Ce TPo-
Tera HU3 PEYMCH LejaTa NOBPIIMHA Ha COHIAa X, HO
¢ ocoOeHO M3pa3eHa BO 3alajHaTa MOJIOBHHA, Kaje
LITO MOKE JIa C€ HACETH Tpara oj] S CO IUPOYNHA
071 OKOITYy 35 CM U OpUEHTUPAaH BO MPaBel] CeBepo3a-
Maj-jyTOMCTOK, KOCO BO OAHOC Ha ynumata. (Ciuka
21) Ce pabotu 3a HeoOpaOOTEH! UK TPYOO TPUAEI-
KaHU KaMEHH OJIOKOBU CO MaJIM U CPEIHH AUMEH3UH,
peyrcy ASHTHYHH CO OHME UCKOPUCTEHU BO UCTOY-
HUOT Jie]1 of1 ynunata. Kako v MIoyHUKoT of ynuia-
Ta, THE My TIPUIIaraar Ha CJI0jOT TJIMHECTa, CBETIIO-
kaeaBa 3eMja, HO BKOIIaHU C€ HA MPHOIMKHO 15 cm
TI0JT HUBOTO Ha paboT on ynumnara uiu Ha 342.76 me-
Tpu H.B. MOXKHO € OBa J1a c€ OCTaTOLH Of pa3pylie-
Hara rpaada mITo CToeNia HICTOYHO Off YIIUIaTa, HO CO
orJie]] Ha TOa IITO OBOj PYIIEBUHCKH CJIOj HAaBJIETYBa
O[T TUIOYHUKOT OJT YAHUIIaTa, CMeETaMe JieKa ce paboTH
3a OCTaTOIIM OJ TOCTApP TPAICKEH XOPU30HT, KOj OrI
BO TOJIeMa Mepa YHUIITEH BO MOCIIEHATa TpajeKHa
(aza. ['panckara ynuia, Kako U TEMEIHUTE MapTHH
Ha sux [X W _1 Oune BkomaHW BO OBOj XOPHU3OHT
U coceMa € BEepOojaTHO, 3a JIENIOT OJ IJIOYHUKOT BO
WCTOYHHOT JEJ O yNHIaTa Ja OMII MICKOPUCTEH Ma-
TepHjal W3BaJieH O Trpaj0H IITO MYy IpUIlaraie Ha
MOCTApHOT TPasie)keH XOPU3OHT.

[lapanenHo co pacuMcTyBameTO Ha HUBOTO Ha
MOCTapuOT TPaieKEeH XOPU30HT, ce paboTrelie U Ha
YHCTEHE HA MPETIIOCTABEHHOT KaHall O]l 3arajHara
cTpaHa Ha ynunara. HalOpry Oeme BoodeHO neka
HEMa JJOBOJHO €JIEMEHTH — jacHO JedrHUpaHa jama
wim pparMeHTH Tpajie’kHa KepaMHKa — IITO O yna-
TyBajie Ha Toa JieKa ce padOTH 3a OIBOJEH KaHal.
Ogaa nojaBa He MOXKe Jja ce CIequBo coHaa XI, HUTy
MaK MOXe Jia ce 3a0elexu Ha CEBEPHHOT MPOQHIT
on conma [X. Cranysa 360p 3a ci10j 700po mpocea-
Ha 3eMja CO KO0ja OWJI HCIIOTHET IPOCTOPOT MOMEry
ymunara u sua [X 1. OBoj ceiMMeHT ce OITUKyBa
co cnaba KOMIIAKTHOCT M HEIITO MOoTeMHa 0oja BO
OJTHOC Ha MaTpuIlaTa BO Koja Oea MpOHAaj/IeHH OCTa-
TOLIUTE O TPajiOU OJ] IBaTa rpaJie)kHN XOPU30HTA,
HO cTparturpadckd € Ha WCTO HUBO CO CJIOjOT CH-
Bo-kadeana 3emja, [X 3. Coapxu man 0poj Ha Ka-
MeHH OJIOKOBM IITO TyKa yIHaJHaie of rpandara Ha
koja u mpumnaran X W _1 u Majo Kolu4decTBo Ha
KepaMH4YKd (QparMeHTH.

Crnojot cuBo-kadeara 3emja, [X 3 uma nedenuna
mTo Bapupa nmomery 12 u 20 cm. Toj e couyBaH Ha
ITOBEKETO OTKPHECHH MPOHIIN, CO TOA IIITO BO COHIA
X ce 3a0enexyBa Kako MOCTEIEHO ja ryOu MOKHOC-
Ta BO HMCTOYCH MpaBell. 3amagHo OX yiaulaTa Hema
CTPYKTYPHH OCTaTOL BO PaMKUTE€ Ha OBOj CJIOj.
EnvHCTBEHO Ha jY’)KHHOT M 3alaHUOT MPOQUI BO
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an artificially made canal along the street, it would
have been projected on the north profile of trench
IX. Instead, there is a cross-section of a deposit of
fine sediment contained in the space between wall
IX_ W_1 and the street, at the same level as VIII 2.
It contains very little coarse particles and it is slightly
darker than the greyish-brown sediment, VIII 2, in
which the building remains from the last construction
phase were buried. The number of artefacts found is
small, but they are well-preserved. These include a
few stone-blocks and large tile fragments. It is still
uncertain if this material has tumbled from the build-
ing west of the street or if it belongs to the earlier
building horizon, recorded in trench X.

The layer of greyish-brown sediment, VIII 2 or
IX 3 has an average thickness of 12 to 20 cm. This
layer is preserved on nearly all profiles in this group
of trenches. In trench X it gradually loses its intensity
and thins out towards the east profile of this trench.
West of the street, there are not any building remains
that can be associated with this horizon. However, on
the south and west profile in trench XI, at the same
depth at which the remains from the earlier building
phase were found, there is a five to seven cm thick
layer of very coarse composition, mostly sand and
pebbles, XI 4. It underlies the layer of greyish brown
sediment (Figure 22, here XI_5) and bears the signa-
ture of the substruction layers observed in trenches
II, IV and V. The extent to which the buildings from
the last building phase have cut into the underlying
layer is in full sight on the south profile of trench XI.
Like in trench X, the bottom-surface of the pavement
blocks lie only about ten cm above the substruction
level of the earlier building phase. The substruction
layer XI 4 was discovered approximately 40 cm be-
low the surface, but it gradually sinks towards the
west cross-section of trench XI.

In test-pits IX and X, the earlier building horizon,
IX 3, rests on a layer of dull-reddish clay that con-
tains very few artefacts and is indistinct from the lo-
cal bedrock. However, in trench XI, this building ho-
rizon rests on a layer of fine, loose sediment, XI 3. It
consists of a greyish, clayey earth, mixed with clods
of reddish clay and large quantities of bone, pottery
and burnt debris. This layer spreads over parts of
trench IX and continues beyond its north profile, but
it is not as thick as in trench XI and contains very few
artefacts, [X 2.

The substruction layer of this phase of occupation
is partly preserved on the south profile of trench XI.
It was discovered at a depth of 60 cm. This layer has
a thickness of three to four cm and, like X1 4, it con-
sists mostly of coarse particles. It also descends grad-
ually towards west and is not projected on the west
profile of this trench.



corma XI Moxe 11a ce ClIeZIl TEHOK CJI0j TIITO COMPIKH
MIOTOJIEMO KOJIMYECTBO MECOK, YaKajl U CUTEH KaMeH,
XI 4, u To mpercTaByBa HMBOTO Ha CyOCTpyKIHja
Ha 0B0j xopu30oHT.(Cruka 22, tyka XI 5=IX 3) Ha
JY’KHHOT TipopHiI 0] OBaa COHJIA, jacHO ce TIie/ia BO
KOJIKaBa Mepa TpajgOuTe ol TOAOIHEKHUOT Tpajie-
JKE€H XOPU30HT HAaceIHaJe BP3 CJIOjOT CHBO-KadeaBa
3eMja. Tyka monHara mOBpIIMHA HA OJOKOBUTE OZ
IUTOYHHKOT JIE)KAT caMo Ha JIECETHHA CM HaJl HUBO-
TO Ha cyOCTpyKIHja Of MOCTaproT XOpu30HT. Toa ce
jaByBa Ha pejaTuBHa Jy1a00unHa o1 HeTo Hajx 40 cM
Y TIOCTETIEHO TOHE BO 3alaJicH MpaBell.

Bo conaute IX u X, - cO UCKIIy4OK Ha TECHUOT
mpoctop nomery sux IX W 1 u ynumara - oz xo-
pusonTOoT [X 3 ce Hauae Ha CTEpUIIEH, CBETIIOLPBEH
rmeen. Ho Bo conga XI, 0BOj TpajiekeH XOpU30HT
HaJeTHYBa Bp3 HOB cjoj nonHeruna, XI 3. Toj ce
OJUTMKYBa CO CBETJIOCHBa 00ja 1 100pa KOMIIAKTHOCT
Y CONIPKH TOJIEMO KOJIMYECTBO Ha KepaMHUUKH (par-
MEHTH, TapeX, KOCKH, KaKo M TPYTKH IPBEHUKaBa
rrHa. Mma nmpubmmxHO ucta nedennHa co mpeTxo-
HUOT CJ10j, K0ja Bapupa nomery 15 u 20 cm. OBoj c110j
camo JIelyMHO MpoaoJKyBa Bo conna [X. Toj mocre-
TIEHO ce T'yOH BO CJIOjOT KOMITAKTHA CBETIIOIPBEHIKA-
Ba 3/[paBHIla U3MEIIaHa cO OeIH IPyTKH IIHHA.

Ho Bo conma X1 1 moj1 0BOj XOPH30HT CE M3/IBOjyBa
HUBO Ha cyocTpykmnuja, X1 2. Toa e couyBaHo caMo
Ha jJy’)KHUOT Mpoui Ol 0OBaa COHJA, HAa pelaTUBHA
JutabourHa of okoiry 60 cm. ma mMana MOKHOCT off
3-4 cM, a ce COCTOH Of IOJIEMO KOJIMYECTBO IIECOK U
cuteH Jakain. [Ipen 3amagauoT pad ox jyKHUOT MPo-
(b, TOj TOHE U ce CTOITyBa CO CTEPUITHHUOT CIIOj, T1a
HE € 3acTalleH Ha 3alaHuoT MPOo(UI O COHATA.

Ha ucroro HUBO, HO MOKpaj CEBEPHUOT MPO(UIT
07l COH/a 9, Ha MPOCTOPOT MOMery yAHLATa U SUIOT
IX 1, ce pa3oTkpu ropHHOT pad o1 jama CO Hermpa-
BUJTHA oBanHA (opma. Mma TmpUOIIKHE TUMEH3UA
on 70 ma 50 cm. (Cnuka 23) Ha ceBepHHOT mpodur
oJ1 coHa 9 ce 3abenexyBa JieKa jamara Ouira BKoraHa
BO cTepuJieH cioj, [X 1, mox auBoTo Ha [X 2 omHOC-
Ho XI 3, K0j Tyka OJHOBO ce jaByBa Ha JJIa00YMHA O]
okoity 50 cM. Jamara Gellie HCIIOSTHETA CO CBETIIOCHB,
MOCEH CEJMMEHT, KOj OCBEH MaJOTO KOJIMYECTBO Ke-
paMMKa U rapex He naae Apyru Haonu. JlimabOoka e
genrto Hax 30 cMm.

Hajcrapuor HacenOMHCKH XOPU30HT Ha MPOCTO-
POT o1 oBHE cOHAM € cnabo couyBaH, INIABHO BO He-
TaTUBHH I10jaBH O]l HUBOTO Ha 3paBUIlaTa BO COH/A
X1, ogHocHo oz koTtara ox 342.5 metpu H.B. Ha jyx-
HUOT Mpo(WII Ha OBaa COHJA CE€ M3/IBOjyBa 3aceOeH
XOPH30HT, LITO C€ OJIMKYBa CO MHTEH3UBHA L[PBEHU-
KaBa 00ja W 3TOJEMEHO NPUCYCTBO Ha Oenu TpyTKH
rnHa, X1 la. Mima makcumanHa nebenuna o 8 cM U
He3a0eeKHUTENHO ce CTOIyBa CO CTEPUIIHUOT CIIOj,
Ha peJaThBHa Jy1adounHa on okony 70 cM. Ha HuBOTO
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At the same level, but by the north profile of trench
IX, between the street and the wall, the excavations
revealed the rim of an ovoid pit. Because it continues
underneath the north profile, its dimensions were es-
tablished approximately. The rim diameter measures
70 by 50 cm. (Figure 23) This pit is cut into sterile
rock and it is covered by IX 2. The pit is filled with
fine, greyish sediment that contains a handful of ce-
ramic fragments and ashes. It is at least 30 cm deep.

The earliest occupation horizon in this trench
is poorly preserved. It survives mostly in negative
features, pits and natural depressions. They lie be-
low bedrock level, discovered at about 342.5 meters
above the sea. A layer of compact, red clayey sedi-
ment, interspersed with white clods of clay, XI 1b,
is visible on the south profile of trench XI. It has a
thickness of seven to eight cm. Because of its colour
and texture, it cannot be distinguished from the local
bedrock. However, it does contain small amounts of
artefacts and burnt remains, which are probably ex-
tracted from a deposit of greyish compact sediment
limited to the central parts of this trench, XI Ia. It
has a sub-rectangular shape and continues beyond the
west profile of trench XI and under the street. Be-
cause of its colour and texture it stands out clearly
from the surrounding red bedrock. A semi-circular
patch of dark-grey earth appeared by the west pro-
file of this trench. (Figure 24) We suspect that this is
yet another pit. The whole context strongly resembles
the situation encountered in trench IV, in which the
earliest occupation levels were discovered in features
cut into the local bedrock. Because a relatively large
segment of this deposit continues beyond the western
limit of trench XI, it was necessary to extend the ex-
cavations in this direction. But having run out of time
and funds, the excavations were halted at this level.

The situation revealed in trench XI serves to
demonstrate just how rapidly the stratigraphy can
change at multiperiod sites. There were not any
pre-Roman layers in the area covered by trenches
VIII through X and even loose pre-Roman finds were
extremely rare. Only 6 or 7 fragments that can be dat-
ed to the pre-Roman period were found in these three
trenches. To be sure, pre-Roman layers were also ab-
sent in trench II but, in this trench, pre-Roman finds
represented nearly 20% of all ceramic fragments
and this high percentage is a sure sign that they are
derived from disintegrated archaeological strata. In
trench XI, only two or three meters away from trench-
es VIII-X, the stratigraphy is twice as deep as in the
neighbouring trenches and the pre-Roman horizons
are well-preserved on the profiles. These abrupt dis-
continuities in the archaeological strata cannot be al-
ways related to the destructive agency of subsequent
building activities. The small number of pre-Roman
finds discovered in trenches VIII-X suggests that this



Ha OBOj XOPH30HT, BO LIEHTPAIHUOT Je OJl COHIATa
ce mojaBu Quieka co mpaBoaroiHa ¢opma, Koja mpo-
JIOJDKYBa TIOJI TUIOYHUKOT Ha YIUIATa ¥ I10]] 3aral-
HAOT podun Ha coHmara. Ce paboTH 3a CENUMEHT
co cuBKacta 00ja W J00pa KOMITAKTHOCT, KOj JIECHO
ce IBou oA JokaynHara rmuHecta kapna X1 1b. Kon
3anmaZHuoT pabd o coHnmara ce 3a0ereKyBa W 30HA
CO MPHOIMKHO KpyXKHA GopMa, HCIIOIHETa CO 3eMja
co remHOcHBa 00ja. (Cnuka 24) MorrHe BepojaTHO ¢
JIeKa OBa € TOpHAaTa MOBPIIUHA Off jama, KOj My TpH-
marajia Ha HajCTapHoOT HACEIOMHCKH XOpU30HT. Taa
HaBJIETYyBa MO/ 3alaJHUOT NMPOo(UI Ha COHAATa U 3a
HEJ3HMHO LEJIOCHO e(huHUpame, OelIe HEOmX0IHO Ja
ce MpOoIIMpU CoHJaTa KoH 3amnai. [lopaau HegocTHT
071 BpeMe, Ha 0Ba HUBO CE COIIpe co pabora.

Curyarjara OTKpHEHA BO OBaa rpyma coHau yoa-
BO WIYCTpHUpa KOJKY IpacTHYHO MOXE [la Bapupa
cTpaturpadujara Ha MMOBEKECIOjH HACENIOH, TypH H
Ha MaJ1 mpoctop. Ha mpocTopoT mokpreH co coHauTe
VIII no X, npeapuMCKu XOPU30HTH PEUUCH U 1A HE
Oca npoHajaenu. OTCycTByBaa Aypy U MOECTUHEYHU
HAOIX — OJT IIEJTFOT OBOj IPOCTOP BKYITHO Oea cobpa-
HU 6 wu 7 ¢parMeHTH KepaMHuKa LITO MOXe J1a ce
orpezesnaT Kako IpeIpuMCKU — LITO He Oele ciryyaj
Bo conpa Il Ha mpumep, Kaze TO NPEeAPUMCKUATE Ha-
onu npercraByBaa u 10 20% on BKymHHUOT Opoj na-
tupanu pparmentu. Bo conna XI, Ha pacrojanue on
onBaj 2-3 MeTpa, cTparurpadujaTa HaeIHAII BOJHO
ce nmpoanadouyBa u 6ea MpoHajIeH:n T00PO COUyBaHH
peapUMCcKH Xopu30HTH. CMeTaMe eKa OBUE Pa3iiu-
KH, OJJHOCHO OTCYCTBOTO Ha MPEAPHUMCKH CIOEBH BO
OZIpEIICHH COHJIM HE MOXKE CEKOTalll Jia Ce TIOBP3€ CO
IPaJIeKHATE AKTUBHOCTH OJ1 TIOJOIHEKHUTE CTIOXH.
Cropen MOIIHE MajJoOTO KOJIMYECTBO HA HAOOH CO-
Opanu ox ipoctopot Ha cornute VIII-X, Tyka mpen-
PUMCKHOT XOPHU30HT, JOKOJKY BOOIILTO IOCTOET,
OuJ mpuAMYHO ciad.

BakBuTe qpacTHYHU POMEHU BO cTparurpaduja-
Ta Ha MaJj MPOCTOP 0COOEHO ja OTEKHYBAAT TUPEKT-
HaTa criopezida Ha pe3yATaTUTe Of HCKOITyBambara co
OHHE JOOMEHH Off CHCTEMATCKOTO PEKOTHOCIHPAH-E
Ha TepeHoT. Co oriesl Ha Toa IITO COHAMTE CE€ IO-
CTaBEHH BOH MPEKHUTE CIUHMIIMA IO KOU Oelle co-
OupaH MOBPIIMHCKHOT Marepujali, He MOXeE Ja Ce
MPETIOCTAaBH JIeKa cTparurpadujara Ha JIOKAIUHA BO
¥ BOH MPEXHUTE ce WACHTUYHH, Oe3 pa3jinKa Ha Toa
KOJIKY OJIUCKY C€ NTOCTaBEHHU.

[locnegnnor HacenmOWMHCKH XOPH30OHT BO OBaa
rpyna COHAM CE COBMara CO MOCIEIHUOT XOPHU30HT
koHcTatupad Bo conaure I, IV u V u crparurpad-
CKHU ¥ BO OJIHOC Ha IIPOHAjAeHUOT Marepujai. Toj na-
THpa BO JOITHOAHTHYKAaTa eroxa.bumejkun HeroBuTe
TEMEITHN TIAPTUH C€ IUIUTKO MO MOBPIINHATA, OBOj
XOPHU30HT € BO TOJIeMa Mepa PacTypeH U HOPMAJIHO €
LITO JIOMUHHUpA MOMery MOBPLUIMHCKHOT MaTepujal.
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part of the terrace was uninhabited in the period prior
to the Roman conquest.

These dramatic changes in the stratigraphy of Vi-
din Grad pose a serious challenge to our attempt to
make a direct comparison between the composition
of the ceramic record collected during the excava-
tions and the surface survey. Because most of the
trenches are located outside the survey grids, the as-
sumption that the stratigraphy is uniform in both the
trench and the grid unit is highly tentative, regardless
of the proximity between these units.

The last phase of occupation recorded in trenches
VIII-XI coincides, both stratigraphically and in view
of the character of the finds, with the last building
horizons revealed in trenches II, IV and V. It too dates
to Late Antiquity. Because the foundation level lies
very close to the surface, this layer has suffered ma-
jor disturbances from mechanized cultivation and the
finds from this horizon prevail in the surface record.

Over 90% of the finds recorded in the layer of
greyish-brown sediment cut by the last building ho-
rizon also date to Late Antiquity. (X 2 in Graph 6,
XI5 in Graph 7) It is impossible to discern any sig-
nificant differences in the distribution of individual
fabric groups between this layer and the overlying
top-soil. This is unsurprising knowing the strati-
graphic relationship between these two layers, but
the uniform distribution of the fabric groups suggests
that the interval between the two phases was brief.
This building phase is represented by the cluster of
building rubble discovered in trench X. It continues
underneath the street pavement and, probably, be-
yond the northern edge of the excavated area. Little
can be said about this building phase, apart from the
remark that, at least in this part of the site, it has been
completely disregarded during the last phase of con-
struction.

This building horizon lies at the same depth as
the first building horizon in trench V, V_2. However,
whereas pre-Roman finds are well represented in this
trench, in trenches IX and X, there are only a handful
of ceramic fragments datable within this broad chron-
ological range and only one or two that can be dated
to specific periods. If both its stratigraphic position
and the character of the ceramic finds are considered,
it makes more sense to link this phase to the second
building horizon in trench II, albeit the foundation
level of the latter was revealed at a greater depth.

The fabric groups identified among the material
from the oldest building horizons in trench II, dat-
ed tentatively to the Late Hellenistic and the period
of the High Empire, are absent in trenches VIII-XI.
Over a large segment of the excavated area, the Late
Roman horizons were founded directly on bedrock.
On the other hand, the older horizons discovered in



BeymnocT, He Tpeba 1a ce MCKITyYr MOXKHOCTa JeKa
BO OJIpeJIeHH CITyyau HE Ce COUyBaje HUTY TEMeJHH-
Te MapTUH O]l OBaa rpaaexHa ¢aza. Temko Moxe 1a
ce Jajie MOMHAKBO 00jacHYBame 3a IPEKUHOT Ha SH]T
IX 1 ma mpocropot jyxHo of coHna [X.

W Bo cnojor cuBo-kadeaBa 3emja TOMHUHHUpPAaT
HAOAM INTO MOXKE HAUYENIHO Ja Ce JaTUpaar BO J0-
nHara AHtrka. (X 2 Bo I'pada 6, XI5 Bo I'pada 7)
He moxe na ce 3abenexu HUTY HajMalla pa3iidKa BO
pacrnopenoT Ha (akTypHHUTE TPYIIH ITOMeTy TOPHHUTE
nBa cioja. TodHo e meka ciI0joT cuBo-Kadeasa 3emja
MoOpa Jia € BO rojieMa Mepa KOHTAMHHUPAH CO HAaOAU
07 TIONOLHE)XKHATa TpaZekHa (as3a, HO CHMIITOMa-
THUYHO € TOa IITO O] OBOj XOPH3OHT HE MOXE JIa ce
W3JIBOM HUTY €Ha 3aceOHa (akTypa. 30HaTa Ha rpa-
JIeKEeH LIyT IUTO HaBJETYBA I10J, UCTOYHUOT pad ox
yAHIIaTa CBEOYH JieKa U BO OBaa mocrtapa (aza 6mmo
IpaZicHO O LBPCT Marepujaji, HO CIa0MOT CTEeNeH
Ha COYYBAaHOCT HA OCTaTOLIUTE HE JO3BOJIyBa Ja ce
Kake HelTo noseke. Criopes pejaTUBHATA 1J1a004uH-
Ha, OBOj CJIOj CE COBIara co MOCTaPHOT XOPU3OHT BO
COHZA V, HO TyKa IpeAPUMCKUTE Haoau Oea Jajexy
nonpucyTHU OTKONKYy Bo coHaute IX u X. Cnopen
KapaKkTepoT Ha KePaMUYKHUTE HAOIH, OBOj XOPU3OHT
MHOTY MOBEKE COOABETCTBYBA CO MPETHOCICAHUOT
rpaexeH XOpu30HT o1 coHja I, nako Bo oBaa conna
TEMETTHHUTE TTAPTUU CE Ha HEIlTO MOorojieMa peiaTHB-
Ha Jy1abo4unHa.

Bo congute VIII-XI He ce 3acTaneHy HaoU WU
XOPU30HTH IITO MOXE Jla C€ JaTHpaar BO paHOIAp-
cKHOT mepuod. Ha romem gen ox oBaa MOBpIIMHA
[IOCTApUOT JIOIIHOAHTUYKU XOPU3OHT € (yHAHpaH
IMPEKTHO Bp3 3npaBuna. [locrapure HacenOUHCKH
XOPHU30HTH Kou Oea OTKpHEeHHW BO nen on coHma XI
1 KOM Ce€ TPWINYHO JA00pO COYyBaHH, Aa/ioa Mare-
pHjal mTO CO TojieMa CHTYPHOCT TH JaTHUpa BO Xe-
JICHUCTUYKATA, UM HAjpaHO, PAHOAHTUYKATA €T0Xa.
(I'pacha 7) Hema moBoHO MHAMKATUBHH (pparMeHTH
3a Jla ce MPEeATIOKH MOMPEIN3HO JaTUPambe Ha OBHUE
cioeBu. Bo ocHOBa, moTpebHa e roemMa /103a Ha BO3-
IPKaHOCT Off IPUYMHU IITO UCKOIYBamara BO OBaa
COHJIa He 0ea IEIOCHO 3aBPIIICHU.

3anaonu mepacu, conou XII-XIV

Co 1en ma ro yTBpAuMe MpaBenoT Ha MIPOTErame
Ha yJlHIaTa OTKPUEHA BO IPETXOJHATa IpyIa COHIH,
Ha okosty 12 MeTpu ceBepHo ox conza VIII, Bo pam-
KHTE Ha HCTaTa napiena, oere OTBOpeHa HU3a oJl TpU
COHJIY, IOCTaBEHHM HANPEYHO HA MPETIOCTaBEHUOT
IpaBell Ha yaunara. BpoeHo o HCTOK KOH 3amaj, OBa
ce couau XII, XIV u XIII. OBue coHau ce Haoraar
Ha oxoiy 50 MeTpa jyroucToyHO Of 3amaJHHOT BIIE3
BO Hacenbara U NPeTIOCTaByBaBME JieKa HEKaae BO
HUBHa ONM3MHA, yaunaTa oTkpreHa Bo conna VIII ce
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trench XI, arguably the least disturbed deposits in the
excavated area, produced a rich and compact ceramic
assemblage that can be dated to the Early Antique and
Hellenistic periods. (Graph 7) Obviously, the possi-
bility that the lowest horizon encountered in trench
XI contains Iron Age material cannot be excluded,
but considering the complete absence of this material
in the upper strata, this seems unlikely.

Western terraces, test-pits XII-XIV

Another three trenches were opened approximate-
ly 12 meters north of trench VIII, within the same
land-block. They were aligned in a row, perpendic-
ular to the supposed line of the street. The purpose
of these trenches was to confirm or reject the idea
that the street discovered in the previous group of
trenches followed the longitudinal axis of the west-
ernmost terrace. From east to west, these are trenches
XII, XIV and XIII. They are located about 50 meters
southeast of the western gate of the settlement. It was
hypothesized that the street discovered in trenches
VII-XI joined the main thoroughfare that connects
the west and east gates of the settlement somewhere
in the vicinity of these trenches.

However, our expectations were quickly failed.
None of the three trenches produced a positive out-
come. Not a single flagstone was discovered that
could be related to a street pavement. Trenches XII-
XIV are located a short distance from the segment of
the street revealed in trench VIII and they form an arc
of 20 degrees around the centre of trench VIII. There
are two or three possible explanations for the elusive-
ness of this street. At present, the most acceptable is
the possibility that the street made a gradual north-
east turn and passed a few meters of the easternmost
trench XII. If we are correct in assuming that this
was the main street on the westernmost terrace, then
it must have turned northwest after crossing the main
east-west street of the settlement. Somewhat less
likely is the explanation that this segment of the street
has been completely demolished by ploughing and
the cobbles removed and used elsewhere. There were
also doubts if this pavement was really a segment of
a street, but its shape, dimensions and building tech-
nique leave little room for alternative interpretations.

The stratigraphy in all three trenches is shallow,
implying that there were no major buildings in this
part of the site. The deepest stratigraphy was recorded
in trench XII. (Figure 25) Typically for this site, the
top-soil horizon, XII 4, is about 20 cm thick. It cov-
ers a light-brownish sediment with a relatively coarse
composition, XII 3. It contains average quantities of
sand and pebbles, a few building blocks and almost
two-thirds of all finds discovered in this trench. Its
thickness ranges between 15 and 20 cm and it can



BKpCTYyBaJia cO IMIaBHATa COO0pakajHHIA ILTO BOAENa
0 HaJ0JDKHATa OCKa Ha Hacesbarta.

Habpry ce mokaxa Jieka OBUE COHIM HEMa Jia ja
[MOCTHUTHAT 3a1jpTaHara 1ej. OCTaTrouu O INIOYHUKOT
He Oea MPOHAjICHW BO HHUTY €IHA O TPUTE COHIM.
He Oenre npoHajieH HATY e1eH eqUHCTBEH OJIOK IITO
Oou Moxken aa Oune aen ox kanapmara. Conaure Oea
[MOCTAaBCHH Ha MOIIHE KPAaTKO PacTOjaHUE O JIEIOT
Ha ynuuara oTkpueH Bo conaa VIII u mokpusaa mojac
BO IMPOUYHHA 071 OKoITy 20 cTemeHa oJl CpeuHaTa Ha
IUTOYHHUKOT. Bo MOMEHTOB mpuGamivBu ce JBe Win
TpH o0jacHyBama. Kako HajBepojaTHa ce YHMHU MOXK-
HOCTa JieKa yiuIlara MOCTENEHO CKPIIHYBalla KOH
CEBEPOUCTOK U MOMUHYBAJIa HA HEKOJIKY METpa HUC-
TouHO oJ] coHjia XII. JIokoJKy € ToOuHa MPEeTIOCTaB-
Kara JieKa oBaa yJIMIIa ja OTICITy)KyBaja Haj3amagHara
Tepaca oj Hacenbara, Taa OM Tpebano Ja CKpIIHyBa
KOH CeBepo3araji, HeKajie Mo BKPCTYBAKETO CO IVIaB-
HaTa HaJI0JDKHA cooOpakajuuna. [Tomanky BepojarHo
€ JIeKa OCTaTOLUTE O] yJIHIlaTa Ouiie 1EeIOCHO 30pu-
[IIaHK OTKAKO Hacesbara Ouiia HamyluTeHa, bapeM o
MPOCTOPOT TIOKPHEH CO OBaa rpyra COHJU, HO OBaa
MOXHOCT HEe MOXKe I[eJIOCHO Jia ce othpnu. Bo exen
MOMEHT, C€ T0jaBHja U COMHEXH JIeKa ce padoTH 3a
yauia, Ho (opMara, JMMEH3UUTE ¥ HAYMHOT Ha KOj
OW1 W3BENCH IUIOYHUKOT OCTaBaaT MOIIHE MaJKy
MIPOCTOP 3a MIOMHAKBHU TOJIKYBakbha.

Bo cute Tpu coHnu ce HauJle Ha TUTUTKA CTPATH-
rpadwuja, mMTO YKaKyBa JAcKa Ha OBOj JIET O TEPEHOT
HEMaJIO roJieMa KOHLIEHTpalija Ha LBPCTU IpailH.
HajnnaGoka crparurpaduja Oemie oTKpreHa BO COH-
na XII. (Cnuka 25) Tyka noj XyMyCHHOT XOPH3OHT,
XII 4, co crangapana nedenuna on okony 20 cm,
CE Pa3OTKPH CJI0j CO HEUITO TOCBETIa MM CBETIO-
kadeaBa 60ja u mpuiaugHO TpyOa TekcTypa, XII 3.
Coapxu CpeaHO KOJIMYECTBO MECOK, YakKal U CUTEH
KaMEH ¥ PEYHCH JBE TPETHHU O BKYIMHHOT Opoj Ha
KepaMU4YKH (parMEeHTH MPOHAjICHU BO OBaa COHJA.
Wma moknocT o1 15 1o 20 cM, 1 MOXKe Jia ce Clieau Ha
cute ipodrn o conmara. Criopen crparurpadcka-
Ta 1M0JI0%0a, TOj COOIBETCTBYBA CO MPETHOCIECAHUOT
Ipaie’keH XOPU30HT Ha OBOj JIOKAIUTET, OJHOCHO CO
CJIOjOT BO KOj OuIie BKOTIAaHM yAHLAaTa U rpagdara Ha
koja u npunaran sug [X W _1. HeBozamoxxHO € 1a ce
KaXe JTaJli MaTePHjaJIoT COMpPKaH BO OBOj XOPH3OHT
IIOTEKHYBa Ol IIOOLIHATa Ipasie)kHa €I0Xa WIN ce
HaTaJIOXWJI BO MCTO BPEME KaKo U CJIOjOT CBETIOKa-
(eaBa 3emja. Begnain nox oBOj XOpU30HT, ce jaByBa
TEHOK CJI0j CBETJIOLPBEHA IIMHA CO TOJIeMa KOMITAKT-
HocT U puHa TekcTypa, X1 2. ima mMakcumanHa ne-
6enmHa oz okomy 10 cM, 1 Toa Ha 3aaIHUOT MTPODHUIL.
Ha jy>xamot npoduii, 0Boj XOpU30HT MEpH O/IBaj He-
KOJKy cM. CoOpH Mano KOJHUYECTBO KepaMHKa U
MOCTEMNEHO Mpeora BO CTEPUIIHA TIIMHECTa Kapra.
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is preserved on all profiles. Stratigraphically, it cor-
responds to the penultimate building horizon at this
site, the layer cut by the buildings from the last major
phase of construction. It is impossible to decide if the
finds in this layer are later intrusions or contempo-
rary to its formation. Underlying this horizon is a thin
layer of reddish clay, with fine composition and great
solidity, XII 2. It has a maximum thickness of ten
cm, measured on the west profile, but it is only a few
centimeters thick on the south profile. Only a handful
of ceramic fragments were found in it.

A sub-rectangular pit was discovered in the north-
west corner of this trench. It is cut in the sterile clay,
50 cm below the surface. Because it crosses the south
and west profiles, it is impossible to establish its ap-
proximate dimensions. The unearthed segment of this
pit measures 40 by 30 cm. It contains a fine greyish
sediment, XII 1, in which only a piece of slag and a
few unworked stones were found. It is slightly over
20 cm deep.

The same archaeological stratigraphy was discov-
ered in trenches XIII and XIV, albeit much shallow-
er than that documented in trench XII. (Figure 26)
Underlying the top-soil, XIII 3, is a layer of sandy,
greyish-brown sediment, XIII 2. It has a maximum
thickness of 15 cm. on the north profile, but on the
west and south profiles, it is undistinguishable from
the top-soil horizon. Like in trench XII, most of the
ceramics from these trenches was found in this layer.
But the paucity of building debris and the low quan-
tity of ceramic finds, 29 fragments in both trenches,
are sure signs that this was not a part of the settle-
ment’s built-up area. A small number of finds were
discovered embedded in the light-reddish clay at the
bottom of these trenches, but there is no evidence of
an earlier settlement phase.

The foundation layer of the last building hori-
zon at this site is represented in the stratigraphy of
all three trenches, and this is the only archaeological
layer in trenches XIII and XIV. The material collect-
ed from these trenches is the same as that discovered
in the upper strata in trenches VIII-XI, II, IV and V.
In all three trenches, over two-thirds of all ceramic
finds are Late Roman. (Graph 8) This applies even to
the earliest horizon in trench XII, which casts a doubt
over its integrity as a distinct archaeological layer.
About 15% of the total ceramic record from all three
trenches can be dated to the pre-Roman and, most
probably, the Hellenistic period. The remaining finds
cannot be assigned even to very broad chronological
terms. Most of the pre-Roman finds were found in the
sandy, greyish-brown horizon, not in the underlying
reddish clay. This material is likely derived from dis-
turbed deposits, located near this group of trenches.



Ha HuBO Ha 31mpaBuIa, BO ceBepo3ana HUOT aroj Ha
COHJIaTa Cce TO0jaBH jaMa CO MPUONMIKHO MPaBOArojHa
(dopma. Koneunure TMMEH3MM OCTaHYBaaT HETO3HATH,
OWIejKH Taa TPOAOIDKYBA TIOJ 3aIlaTHIOT U CEBEPHHUOT
npodmt Ha cormara. Bo nmenot otkprieH Bo corma XII,
Mmepu oxoiy 40 Ha 30 cm. Hcrionnera e co ¢unHo mpo-
ceaHa 3eMja co cuBkacTa 60ja, XII 1, 1 ocBeH HEKOIKY
HeoOpaboTeHHn KaMema U eIHO Tapye 3rypa, PeUrcH €
crepmHa. [l;maboka e okomy aBaeceTrHa cM. Ha ocra-
HATUOT JIeJT O] COHJIATa, CTEPIIIHHOT CJI0j CE€ OTKPU Ha
penaruBHa J1ab04rHa ox1 okoiry 50 cM.

Bo conpnte XIII u XIV Gea oTkpuenu ymire mo-
CKPOMHHM Tparu Of J>KUBECHC, HMAaKO BO NPHHLMII
cTparurpadujara OCTaHyBa HCTa Kako M BO COHJA
XII. (Cnuka 26) 1o oTcTpaHyBameTo Ha XyMycHara
mokpuBka, XIII 3, xoja ja 3ampkyBa jaeOennHaTa Of
ommsy 20 cM, ce mojaBu MECOKIIMBHOT CJIOj CHBO-Ka-
(heara 3emja, XIIl 2, unja MOKHOCT BO OBHE COHJTU HE
HagMuHyBa 15 cMm. HajmoOpo e couyBaH Ha ceBEpHHOT
npodui, [oeKa Ha OCTaHATUTe, HeMa jJacHO U3pa3eHa
TpaHuIla Co XyMyCHHOT XOpH30HT. Kako u Bo coHza
XII,HajroreM Aen o HAaOAWTE Joaraar oj OBOj CJIOj,
MaKoO HEMa HHUKaKBH aPXUTEKTOHCKH OCTaTOLH, HUTY
oz cnabu rpandu.OTCyCTBOTO Ha TPa/IeKeH IIyT, KAKO
1 MaJuoT Opoj Ha HaoaH, BKYIHO 29 ¢parmeHTa u BO
JIBETE COHJIM, CE CUTYPHH IOKa3aTelld JIeKa OBOj JIell
oz TepeHoT He 0w Hacenen. Cocema mMaj Opoj Ha Ha-
omy Oeltie OTKPHIEH BO TOBPIIIMHATA Ha CIIOjOT CBET-
no-upBennkaBa TmHa, XIII 1, HO BO ciy4ajoB, He
MOJKe Jla e W3/IBOU 3aceOeH MoCTap XOPH30HT.

Bo crparurpadujara Bo cute Tpu COHAM € 3acTa-
TIEH CJI0jOT BO KOj OMJT BKOIIAH OCJIEAHHUOT IPaieKeH
XOPHU30HT, U OBa € €AWHCTBEHUOT KYJATYypEeH CJI0j Ha
npoctopoT Ha conaute XIII u XIV. OBa ro moTsp-
JyBa W COCTAaBOT Ha KEPAMUYKHOT MaTepHjal, Koj e
UJCHTUYEeH CO OHOj OTKPHEH BO TOPHUTE apXeOoJIO-
KM CJIOEBU BO OCTAaHATUTE MCTPaXeHU coHAu.Bcym-
HOCT, IPOLICHTOT Ha JOIIHOAHTHUYKHA HAOAU BO OBHE
coHau He nara rmoa 60% Bo HUTY e[IeH Of] U3ABOCHUTE
apxeonomku xopu3oHTH. (I'pada 8) lypu u Bo Haj-
HHUCKHOT CJIOj pBEHMKaBa minHa Bo coHna XII, aBe
TPETHHU OJf HAOIUTE MOJKE JIa CE OIpe/IeliaT Kako J0-
uHopuMcku. Hemro nan 15% on marepujanot Moxe
PaMKOBHO J]a C€ CMECTH BO XEJICHUCTUYKHOT MEPHO]I,
JI0ZIeKa OCTaHATUTE HE MOXKE J1a Ce OIpesesiaT HUTY
BO IpyOM BpeMEHCKH paMKH. 3Ha49ajHO € J1a ce 3a0e-
JIeKN JeKa PEYUCH CHOT XEJICHHCTUYKU MaTepujaj
noara off CJI0joT cuBO-KadeaBa, mecokyiuBa 3emja. U
BO TEHKHOT CJIOj CBETJIOLPBEHNKABA TJINHA BO COH/IA
XII, mpeoBianyBaar JOITHOPUMCKHUTE HAOAH, Ma BO
Taa CMHCJIIa HATY OBOj CII0j HE MOXKE JIa CE HM3IBOU
Kako 3aceOHa HacemOmHCKa (aza. CoceMa MOXKHO ¢
MaJyOpOjHHTE MPENPUMCKH HAOAM Ja TOTEKHYBaaT
Ofl PacTypeHH LEeIUHH BO HEMocpeqHa OnM3MHA Ha
OBHE COHJIH.
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Conclusions

The beginnings of the settlement at the site of Vi-
din Grad reach back to the Late Iron Age, a period
represented by a small corpus of finds discovered in
trench II and on the surface in the central parts of this
site. However, in view of the small number of finds
from this and the subsequent, Early Antique period,
and the absence of distinct cultural horizons that can
be associated with these periods, the earliest settle-
ment at Vidin Grad was either very small or this was
a site of a different function and character. Vidin Grad
became a fully-fledged settlement of urban or ur-
ban-like character at the onset of the Hellenistic peri-
od. By then, most of the terraces of this site had been
occupied and the settlement spread beyond the line of
the outer eastern wall. (Map 2) In a study published
in an earlier issue of this journal, it has been observed
that the perimetral walls of Vidin Grad and the main
entrances into the settlement in particular, have a
number of formal parallels among Hellenistic fortifi-
cations in the Aegean and throughout the Hellenized
parts of the Balkan Peninsula.”’ Understandably, we
are still not in position to propose a definite date for
the construction of these walls, but the results of the
stratigraphic excavations in conjunction with those
from the ceramic survey have ascertained the exist-
ence of a sizeable settlement at this site in the Hel-
lenistic period. Hellenistic material was discovered
in most of the trenches with preserved archaeological
stratigraphy, including areas in which Hellenistic and
pre-Roman material in general is underrepresented in
the surface record. This implies that the settlement
reached its maximum extent at an early stage in its
development. The discovery of a Hellenistic phase in
trenches II, V, VII and XI, on the central and western
terraces, has dispelled the ideas that the pre-Roman
settlement had a dispersed plan or that it was located
slightly to the east of the centre of the later settle-
ment and is therefore, eccentric to the walled perim-
eter. The low quantities of pre-Roman finds on the
surface in these sectors of the site reflects the local
stratigraphy and, more specifically, the presence of
large buildings from later periods, not the variable
extent of this settlement through time. The ubiquity
of Late Roman finds in the surface record leads to the
erroneous conclusion that the core of the settlement
dates to this late period. We have seen that this is pre-
conditioned by the stratigraphic position of the Late
Antique horizons, modern cultivation practices and
the agency of soil erosion.

The lower archacological strata at Vidin Grad are
likewise in a poor state of preservation. Most typical-
ly, the foundations of buildings from later periods of

2 Donev 2020a.



3akayqox

CaMuTe TOYETOIM Ha Hacenbara Ha JIOKalUTe-
tot “Bunun [pan’ moxe ga noceraar u go IlonHo-
To JKenezHo BpeMe, KOora MOXe Jla ce JaTupaar mal
Opoj HaomM OTKpUEHH BO COoHJa | 1 0coOEHO BO COH-
na II, Bo nenTpasHuTe A€10BU O] JoKanuTeroT. Ho
aKo Ce Cy[aH CIope]] MaJuoT Opoj Ha HAOAM IITO Ce
codyBaje Off OBaa, Ia W Of HapeJHaTa paHOaHTHY-
Ka eroxa, KaKo U CIOpej OTCYCTBOTO Ha apXeoJIol-
KH CJIOEBU KOU MOXE J1a C€ MOBP3aT CO OBHE CIOXH,
“BunuH ['paa’™ Bo Toa BpeMe miu OWi coceMa maina
Hacen0a WK JIOKAJTUTET Ofl IIOMHAKOB kKapakrep. Toj
IpepacHyBa BO MMO3HauajHa Hacenda OJ TPAJCKH HITH
MIONTYTPAJICKA KapaKTep HEeKa/e BO XEJICHHUCTHYKATa
€I10Xa, Bep0jaTHO Ha CAMUTE HEj3UHU ITOYETOIH, KOTa
CUTYpHO OWJIO HACENIEHO HWCTOYHOTO TMpeiarpamue u
HajBHCOKATa 3alajHa Tepaca, a MOIIIHE BEPOjaTHO U
IIEHTpaTHUTE Tepacw on Hacembarta. (Mama 2) Osa
HE My NPOTUBPEYH Ha JaTUPAKHETO Ha O0OpaHOCHUTE
O6enemu Ha “Bunun ['pag®, 3acHoBaHo Bp3 ¢opmain-
HUTC OJJIMKHU Ha IINIaHOT Ha ITTaBHUTC BJIC30BU, LITO
Oerlre MPeUTOKEHO BO €HA ITPETXOHA cTyaurja.® Xe-
JICHUCTHYKU Marepujaji Oelle MpOHajAeH BO Hajro-
JIeM JIeNT O] COHAWTE BO KO C€ COodyBaja KyaTypHaTa
cTpaturpaduja, Typu U BO OHHE JIEIOBU O]l TEPEHOT
Ha KOW TIPEIPUMCKHUTE ernoxu Oea ciiabo 3acTareHu
rmoMery MOBPIIMHCKUOT Marepujail. Toa e mokaszaren
JieKa Hacenbara To JOCTUTHAlIA CBOjOT MaKCHMAaJeH
00eM Beke BO XEJICHMCTHYKATa €I1oXa, CO IITO Ce
MTOTBPIIHja COMHEKHTE JIeKa CJIa00TO TPUCYCTBO HA
MIPEIPUMCKH HAOAM OJ] IIEHTPAITHUOT JIeNT Ha JIOKAIH-
TETOT € PEe3yITaT Ha KapaKTepOT Ha TpajdUTe IITO
Owiie oAMraHu BO jaApOTO HA Hacenbara, a He Ju-
PEKTEH 0/[pa3 Ha HEJ3MHUOT Pa3BOCH nart. JloMUHaHT-
HOCTa Ha AOITHOAHTHUYKUTEC HAOA1 HOMCI"y TTOBPUINH-
CKHMOT MarepHjall HaBelyBa KOH ITOTPEIIeH 3aKiy-
YOK JIeKa jaJpoTO Ha HacejbaTa TIIaBHO MOTEKHYBa
o oBaa enoxa. COHIAXHUTE HCKOITyBama MOoKaxaa
JleKa CHJIHATa 3acTalleHOCT Ha oBaa ()a3a Ha MOBp-
[IMHATA € CaMO OJIpa3 Ha Hej3uHaTa CTpaTurpadcka
MTO3UIIH]ja, KAKO M JICjCTBUETO Ha MPUPOIHATA €PO3Hja
KO€ YCJIOBHJIO MOIITHEe 0aBHO (hopMHUpamke Ha ITOYBe-
Ha TTOKPUBKA BP3 OCTATOIUTE O]l MOCIIEHATa Hacel-
Oouncka (aza. 3a mepuoj ox MOBEKe OJ] €lIeH U MO
MUJIEHUYM, c€ HartacTuie c€ Ha c€ 20 cM XyMycHa
MOKPUBKA, KOja BO TOJIEM JIeTI € IepUBUpaHa O Mare-
pHjanoT HaTaJoXeH BO TEKOT Ha MOCIIEAHATA HACEI-
ouHCcKa (haza.

16 TTores 2020; co Toa MmITO BO IIMTHpaHaBa CTyAHja
ce MocouyBaar Mmapajieinu 3a oJ0paHOCHUTE SHIOBH IITO
JlaTHpaaT BO IIOOJIMHHATA €110Xa Ha XeJIeHU3MOT, IepHoj
BO KOj Hacenbara ce MOBJeKIa Ha moMaJia MOBPIINHA BO
pPaMKH Ha OrpaJeHuOT IIPOCTOP.
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occupation were dug into earlier layers. As a conse-
quence of this practice, large quantities of material
from these layers are incorporated into the upper ho-
rizons and the original layers are disturbed, dimin-
ished and, in some instances, completely devastated.
It is mostly thanks to this destructive process that
the early phases of occupation are well-represented
among the surface material. Only in those parts of
the settlement in which earlier horizons are sealed
under large buildings from later periods of occupa-
tion is this material underrepresented or absent from
the surface record. Hence, the unusual distribution of
pre-Roman finds, with density peaks in the peripheral
segments of this site, is not necessarily an artefact
of our misclassification of certain ceramic categories,
but a reliable indicator that, in these areas, the early
settlement was more extensive than its successors. In
the same vein, the intermittent distribution of pre-Ro-
man finds on the surface of this site cannot be read
as evidence of the dispersed plan of the early settle-
ment. This distribution results from the stratigraphic
position of the deposits from the early phase of oc-
cupation and does not reflect the topography of the
early settlement. Most of these remains are preserved
in localized, secondary deposits that do not form a
continuous layer. The chances that the material from
these deposits finds its way on the surface is inversely
proportional to its state of preservation. The greater
the degree of disturbance, the greater the chances of
finding this material on the surface.

On the negative side, because of these process-
es, it is impossible to say anything concrete about
the topography of the Hellenistic settlement at Vidin
Grad, and still less about its predecessors. Nearly all
vestiges from the Hellenistic period were discov-
ered in negative features, most commonly pits cut
into bedrock, or redeposited in the foundation lay-
ers of later periods. Only in parts of trenches I, IV
and XI did we come across undisturbed pre-Roman
horizons. In trenches IV and XI, it was possible to
distinguish two or three discrete phases of occupa-
tion, which implies that the pre-Roman settlement
developed over a longer time-period. Unfortunately,
this does not bring us any closer to determining the
absolute dates of this phase. At this moment, the only
certainty is that the settlement had been fully estab-
lished by the beginning of the Hellenistic period. It
is much more difficult to propose a terminal date for
this phase. The scarcity of finds that can be dated to
the Late Hellenistic or the Hellenistic-Roman period
— most typically, pottery covered with poor black slip
or molded Hellenistic cups — seem to suggest that,
in the first centuries after the Roman conquest, the
settlement at Vidin Grad shrank and was limited to
the central terraces of this site. This has already been
hinted at by the results of the ceramic survey, and



On cMYHY MPUYUHHU MOIIHE ¢J1a00 € COYyBaH H
MPEeIPUMCKHOT XOPU30HT Ha oBaa Hacenda. Bo con-
na Il u V Ha mpumep, rpagduTe off MOJOITHUTE Tpa-
IexHU da3u Oniie BTeMENIEHH BO TIOCTAPUTE CIOCBH,
KOH Ce€ Haorale IUTUTKO O] MOBPIIMHATA, MIPH IITO
MaTepujanoT OWi U3BJICYCH BO HOBHOT XOPH30HT, a
M3BOPHHOT CJI0j OWJI CHJIHO PEAyIUpaH WU cocema
pasHeceH. Tokmy OnaromapeHue Ha OBOj ACCTPYKTH-
BEH IIPOIIeC, IOCTApUTE HACIEOMHCKHU (hasu ce 100po
3acTaneHd BO MOBPIIMHCKUOT MaTtepujan. Camo Ha
OHHE JISIIOBHU O] JIOKAJTUTETOT Ha KO BO IOJIOIHEK-
HUTE €IOXU OMIIe U3rPaJICHH ITOTOJIEMH 00jSKTH WU
KaJie IITO OCTATOIMTE OJf MOCTAPUTE XOPHU30HTH
ownie HU3HUBCJIIMPAHU U 3alI€YaTCHU 1101 HOBOTO HUBO
Ha JKHBECH-E¢, OBOj MaTrepHjai ¢ ciado 3acrareH Ha
MTOBPIITMHATA WM BOOIIITO TO HeMa. OTTyka U Heo-
OMYHUOT pacrope Ha MOBPIIHHCKHOT MaTepujai Off
MpepuMCcKaTa eroxa, Yija KOHIICHTpaIlxja ce 3rojie-
MyBa Ha HEKOM MepuepHU JCIOBU O] JIOKAIHUTETOT,
HE € HMKaKBa aHOMaJdja TyKy IIOKa3ares JieKka Ha
OBHE MeCTa MpeApuMcKaTa Hacenda Omra moroieMa
O]l Hej3UHHUTE HaclIeAHUIU. M Toa mTo npeapuMcKu-
OT MaTepHja 4eCTo Ce jaByBa JUCKOHTHHYHPAHO Ha
MOBPIIMHATA HE € 0J[pa3 Ha pa30UCHUOT KapakTep Ha
oBaa HaceJloMHCKa (paza, TyKy Ha (haKTOT IITO TOj €
YEeCTO COYYBaH BO JIOKAJIM3UPAHH, CEKYHIApHH JCTIO-
3UTH, COTYBaHU JI0 PA3IHYeH CTEIEH.

HeraTuBHUTE MOCIETUIIH O] OBO] ITPOIIEC CE OUHT-
nenHu. MHOTY MallKy MOXKe J1a ce Kake 3a XeJICHHUC-
TUYKaTa HacenOa Ha “Bumun ['pan”. Peuncu ce mro e
COYYBaHO OJI OBaa enoxa Oellle MPOHajACHO BO Hera-
TUBHH TI0jaBH, jaMH, WJIH BO TEMETTHH HHBOA, Hajuec-
TO TIpepabOTeHN BO HEKOja IOJOIHEKHA TpajekHa
(haza. Camo Bo nenou ox cornute LIV u XI 6ea mpo-
HAjICHU HEMOMPEHU MPEAPUMCKH XOPU30HTH BO YHU
pPaMKH MOKea J1a ce U3BojaT OapeM JBe WIN TPH Of-
nennu ¢aszu. Toa 3Hauu Jieka HacendarTa OINcTojyBaja
BO TCKOT Ha C€JICH MOAOJII' BDEMCHCKHU IICPUOA ITPEN
PUMCKOTO OCBOjyBame. Cemak, oBa CO3HAHUC HE HU
rmoMara Morperu3Ho Ja T'M ONpeeIMe allCOTy THUTE
TEpMHHHU Ha oBaa ¢a3a. Bo MOMeHTOB MOXe camo aa
ce KOHCTaTupa JieKa HacenbaTa Beke OWiia LEIOoCHO
oopmeHa Ha caMHTe TIOYETOIM Ha XEJICHUCTHYKATa
enoxa. Kpajor Ha oBaa (haza e moTemko Ja ce yTBpIH.
Cocema MaJIOTO KOJMYECTBO HAOMH IIITO MOXKE Ja Ce
JIaTUPAaT BO XEJICHUCTHYKO-PUMCKHUOT MIEPUO — Ha
pUMep, KepaMHKa IpecBiIeueHa co MOoceH pH Gup-
Haj3 — HaBelyBa KOH IOMHCIIATa JieKa BO TEPHOIOT
HETIOCPEZIHO 110 OCHOBAWKETO Ha PHUMCKAaTa MPOBUH-
[Mja, oBaa Hacenba MPoIOIHKIIIA [1a KUBEE BO JOCTA
HamajieH o0eM. Peuncu cute parMeHTH IITO MOXKE
Jla ce CMecTaT BO OBHE BPEMCHCKH PaMKH joaraar
Ofl IEHTPATHUOT e of Hacenbara. OBa ro moxkaxa
U CHCTEMAaTCKOTO COOMpame Ha MOBPUIMHCKU Mare-
pHjan u uckomyBamara Bo conna II. Ha ocranarure
JITIOBU OJ1 IOKAJUTETOT KO OWJIe HACEIEHH BO Xelie-
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it is now confirmed by the stratigraphic excavations
on the central terrace. Outside the central terraces of
Vidin Grad, Late Roman horizons lie directly on top
of the pre-Roman layers.

The period of the High Empire is also represented
by a small number of recognizable fragments collect-
ed from a limited area of this site. Red-slip fragments
were almost exclusively found in trench II and on the
surface in the central parts of the site, the same area
in which Late Hellenistic material is represented. Of
course, Red-slip pottery continues into the Late Ro-
man period and the presence of this broad catego-
ry does not offer a secure base to infer the existence
of an Early Imperial phase. However, in trench II,
like in the surface collections from the central ter-
races, this material appears alongside fabric groups
that are not represented among the material from the
pre-Roman or Late Roman horizons. These fabrics
have a number of characteristics, pale ochre or light
brown, soapy paste of medium hardness, that distin-
guish them from the pottery of earlier and later pe-
riods. They are attested both among fine and coarse
ware specimens and point to the presence of a distinct
phase of occupation with a full ceramic assemblage
rather than isolated fabric groups.

Unfortunately, these layers were also considerably
damaged during later phases of construction, mostly
by the levelling of building remains and the recycling
of building material. This is particularly evident in
the case of the building with a pavement, discovered
in the earliest building horizon in trench II. Both its
place in the stratigraphy of this trench and the charac-
ter of the ceramic material date this building horizon
to the period of the High Empire.

Most of the finds that can be dated to the peri-
od between the Roman conquest and the end of the
High Empire are concentrated in a small area in the
central parts of the site, covered by grids 4 and 5,
and in smaller and isolated clusters on grid 3 and 8.
(Map 3)* This is an area of three to four hectares
or approximately half the size of the pre-Roman set-
tlement. This contraction of the settlement’s built-up
area cannot be ascribed solely to the political insta-
bility that plagued the wider region of the central
Balkans at the time of the wars between Rome and
Macedon and that lingered on into the following cen-

2 The incidence of these categories of material on the
surface of the western terraces was not confirmed during
the stratigraphic excavations. In view of the size of the ex-
cavated area on the westernmost terrace, this material has
likely been brought to the surface from localized, disturbed
deposits, mostly concentrated on grid 8. The land block by
the outer western wall, or at least its southern half, was not
occupied in the Late Hellenistic and Early Imperial period.



HUCTUYKHOT TIEPUOJ], HAJl OBO] XOPHU3OHT JTUPEKTHO
HaJIETHaJIe CJIOEBU KOU COJPIKAT MPETEIKHO JOITHOAH-
TAYKHA MaTepHjall.

U paHomapckara emoxa e 3acTareHa CO MOIITHE
Man Opoj Ha WHIWKATHBHH TpuMeponn. dOparmes-
TH TIPECBJICYCHU CO LPBeH (UpPHAj3 Oea MpOoHajIeHI
peuricr UCKITy4nBo Bo coHfa Il — u Toa Bo penarus-
HO royieM Opoj — W Of MOBpIIMHATA BO LIEHTPAIHU-
TE€ JEJOBU O] JIOKATUTETOT, IPUOIHKHO BO HCTHUTE
MPOCTOPHU PaMKH BO KO O€IIIe 3aCTaleH U XeJIeHHC-
TUYKO-PUMCKHOT Marepujai. Tyka 3HadajHO € na ce
HaIlOMEHe JIeKa KepaMuKara MpecBJIeueHa co LPBEH
(upHaj3 MpomOIIKYBa Aa Ce jaByBa U BO MEPUOJOT Ha
JoiHara AHTHKa, T1a Taa, caMmo 1o cebe, He € CUT'YpeH
WHJ/IMKATOP 3a MOCTOCH-C Ha paHolapcka ¢asza. Mery-
TOQ, 3a€JHO CO OBOj MaTepHjai ce jaByBaaT W (hak-
TYpHH TPYIH IITO HE C€ CPETHYBAaaT HUTY BO MpeJ-
PUMCKHTE HHTY BO [IOLHOAHTHYKUTE XOPU3OHTH.
Ce pabotu 3a QakTypH IITO c€ OJIUKYBaaT CO MEKO
Meuemhe, BUCOKa MOPO3HOCT M OJie0OKepacTa WiH
cBemiokadeasa 60ja Ha TecToTo.!” BakBuTEe OMIHKH
Ha KepaMHKaTa ce KapaKTepUCTUIHHU KaKo 3a (pHHATa,
TaKa ¥ 332 OTHHUIIHATA WIN CKJIAJMIIHATA KePaMHKa.
Co nmpyru 300poBH, Ha OBHE JIOKAI[UH € IPHCYTCH
KyATYpEH XOPU30HT KOj CE€ OMJIUKYBa CO MOJH Kepa-
MHUYKH pernepToap, He caMo U30JUpaHH TPUMEPOLIH.

3a xaJl, U OBHE XOPHU30HTHU ja O)KMBEAJIe HCTara
CynOvHa Kako U HUBHHUTE MPETXOAHUIIH, CO TOA IITO
THE He OWiie caMO KOPUCTEHH KaKo TEMEITHH HUBOA
3a MMOJOIHUTE IPaIe)KHH (a3H, TYKy M Kako H3BOp Ha
TOTOB I'paJIe)KeH Marepujajl. 3a OBa CBEI0YH COCTOj-
Oara BO Koja Oele 3aTeKHAT IUIOYHUKOT KOj MY MIPH-
naran Ha o0jektoT npetcraBeH co sun Il W 1. OBoj
SUJ U criopel] cTparurpad)ckara monokoa u Cropes
KOHIICHTpalyjaTa Ha oapereHn GpakTypu U GakTypHH
TPYIH, MOXeE J1a C€ CMECTH BO paHOLAapCcKara ernoxa.

AKo ce ToTIe/IHe pacnpe/enidara Ha OBUE KaTero-
pHM KepaMKKa Ha TIOBPIIHHATA, Ke ce 3a0eNIeKH JieKa
THEC C€ KOHICHTPHPAHW HA €IHA PEJIaTHBHO Maja
MOBPIIMHA BO IICHTPAIHUOT JIeJ O] JOKAJTUTETOT, 10~
KpUeH co MpexuTe 4 u 5, ¥ moMalu TpyHanuu Ha
Mmpexwure 3 u 8. (Marma 3)!'® Ce pabotu 3a MakcUMaJ-
Ha MOBpIIHHA 07 3-4 XeKTapa, 0/IBaj €IHA ITOJIOBHHA
O] HeKoTaIHaTa MOBPIIUHA Ha HacenOara. OBa apac-
TUYHO HAMayBame Ha TOBPIIMHATA HE MOXE JIa Ce
JIOBEJIE UCKITyYNBO BO BPCKa CO HECTAOMITHOCTA IIITO

7 Bunu 3a6. 10.

18 TlocnenuuBe He Gea MOTBPACHH CO COHIAKHHTE
HCKOIyBama Ha 3anajgHara tepaca. Co oriex Ha Toa IUTO
BO OBOj €I O JIOKAJIUTETOT Oelle UCTpakeHa IorojeMa
TTOBPIIIMHA, MOXKE JIa CE 3aKIIyYH JIeKa OBOj MaTepHjall Mmo-
TEKHYBa OJl AUCKPETHH, JIOKAIU3UPAHH CIOEBH, ITIABHO
KOHIIEHTpUpaHU Ha Mpexka 8. Ilapmenara mokpaj camoTo
3amagHo o0suane, 6apeM Hej3WHHUOT jyXKEH Kpaj, He Om
HaceJIeH BO XEIEHUCTUYKO-PUMCKATa eroxa.
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tury and a half. Afterall, the settlement at Vidin Grad
was not much larger during the peaceful and prosper-
ous period of the High Empire. Far more convincing
is the explanation that the rise of Stobi, a town that
was flourishing by the time of Augustus, had sapped
the demographic and economic substrate of the set-
tlement at Vidin Grad.”? These two settlements are
located only seven to eight kilometers apart and the
growth of the one would have been possible only at
the cost of the other. In this case Stobi, thanks to its
strategic position and the privileged status achieved
by the end of the first century AD, outcompeted the
settlement at Vidin Grad, which did not have any
privileged status and was located off the main region-
al roads. Nonetheless, if the remains of architecture
discovered at the bottom of trench II are of any rele-
vance, it can be concluded that the Late Hellenistic to
Early Imperial settlement at Vidin Grad did retain its
urban appearance, despite its small size and inferior
role in the regional urban network.

The observed decline or, more precisely, the de-
creased size of the settlement at Vidin Grad after the
Roman conquest is not an incident of local history.
This settlement follows a major regional trend, ob-
served throughout the Hellenized parts of the Bal-
kan peninsula and beyond.* It was particularly pro-
nounced in old Illyria, Epirus and Achaea, regions in
which minor poleis located in agriculturally marginal
and remote areas either lost their urban character or
were abandoned after the Roman conquest.” This
was not the outcome of some deliberate policy imple-
mented by the Roman conquerors, but a spontaneous
process of centralization in which the well-to-do of
local society flocked into a small number of urban
settlements that enjoyed better connectivity with the
main regional centres and certain legal privileges.

In Late Antiquity, the settlement at Vidin Grad
went through another phase of expansion. Interest-
ingly, whether by chance or design, the walled and
built-up area of Stobi also shrank at this time.?* With
the exception of trenches I and VII, in which Late
Roman material comprises a very small fraction of
the finds, this period was attested in all trenches with
preserved archaeological stratigraphy. In fact, even
the absence of Late Roman building horizons in these
two trenches cannot be extrapolated to their respec-
tive districts. This is obvious in the case of trench
VII. The paved street in trench VIII, flanked by a

2 Mano-Zisi, Wiseman 1971.

% Donev 2020b; for similar developments in Sicily, see
De Ligt 2020.

%5 Shpuza 2009; Alcock 1993.

%6 This does not necessarily amount to social and eco-
nomic decline. In fact, Stobi was promoted to a provincial
capital in Late Antiquity, Papazoglou 1988.



ro 3ad)aTuiia 0BOj MPOCTOP BO BPEMETO Ha PUMCKHUTE
OCBOjyBama U Koja MPOOJDKUIIA BO IPBUOT BEK U TOJ
[0 OCHOBAWETO HAa PUMCKaTa NpoBUHIM]ja Makemo-
Huja. Hacenbara mpomosmkuiia 1a )KWBee BO HAaMaJICH
o0eM HU3 IenuoT nepuoj Ha paHoto LlapcTBo, kora
OIIITECTBEHUTE OKOJTHOCTH OMIIE MHOTY MTOTIOBOJTHH.
Jlayieky MOyBEpIMBO Ce YMHHU 00jaCHYBAHETO JCKa
nofeMoT Ha CToOu, KOj 3eMa 3aMaB BEKe O]l BPEMETO
Ha ABTYCT, BO ToJleMa Mepa ja CTECHUI aeMorpad-
CKara W eKOHOMCKaTa IMOJUIOIIKAa Ha Haceibara Kaj
Buauu I'pan.'” OBue nBe HacenOu Ouiie MOCTAaBEHU
Ha MeryceOHO pacTojaHue off caMo 7-8 KM U cocema
Pa30UPIKMBO € IITO Pa3BOjOT HA eIHATa OWMI MOXKEH
caMoO Ha CMETKa Ha Jpyrara Haceinba. Bo ciyuajos
Crobu, OnaromapeHrie Ha CBOjaTa CTpaTemika IIo-
JT0’k0a M TIPUBIJICTHPAHKOT TIPaBEH CTATyC CO KOj ce
3100 paHO BO PaHOIAPCKATa €10Xa, OUeKyBaHO Ha-
TEXHAJl HaJ| COCe/IHATa Hacen0a, CMECTeHa HaCTpaHa
O]l IJIAaBHUTE PErMOHAJIHY MATHILTA U KOja To 3aJ[pKa-
Jia TIEPETPUHCKHUOT CTaTyC. AKO C€ CyIH CIOpEn ap-
XUTEKTypaTa OTKpHEHA BO JOJHHUTE MTAPTHH Of] COHJIA
II, n mokpaj HamaneHHOT o0OeM, HacenOaTa M3IIena
TO 3ajprKaJia TPaACKHOT KapaKTep BO TEKOT Ha PaHO-
napckara ernoxa.

BakBHOT TpeHJ Ha HaMmalyBambe Ha MOBpLIMHA-
Ta WIK 1IEJIOCHO HAIMYIITalke HAa TPAJCKUTE HACEIOU
MO0 PUMCKHTE OCBOjyBarba HE € CaMo JIOKATHA T10jaBa.
OBoj TpeHI € 3a0elekaH U Ha IMTOITMPOKO PETHOHATTHO
HuBO. Toj Omn ocobeHo m3paseH Bo crapa Wmmpwja,
Emup, HO 1 Bo Axaja, KaJe IITO NOMAJIUTE TIOJIHCH,
CMECTEHHU BO 3a()pJICHH PErHOHU CO CKPOMHH 3€MjO-
JeTICKA PECYpCH, WIIM TO 3aryOwiie TpajJCKUOT JIMK
i Owite HanymTeHn.”’ OBa He OWIIO TIOCTEAUIa Ha
HEKaKBa IUTAHCKM BOJICHA TOJMTHKA OJI CTpaHa Ha
PHUMCKHTE OCBOjyBauH, TyKy CIIOHTAH IIPOLEC Ha IIeH-
Tpajm3aiyja, BO KOj MOUMOTHHOT CJIOj O JIOKaJTHOTO
HaceJIeHHe ce KOHIIEHTPUpAJI BO TIoMall Opoj TpaacKu
LEHTPH CO TNPUBWICTHPAH NpPaBeH CTaTyc W ao0pa
MOBP3aHOCT CO TOJIEMUTE PETHOHAIHU LICHTPH.

Hacenbara na nokanureror Bugun ['pax, goxu-
ByBa HOB IIEPHOJ] HA €KCIIaH3Hja BO TEKOT Ha JOIHA-
Ta AHTHKA, erToXa BO Koja, ciiy4ajHo win He, Ctobn
MIPOIOIDKYBA J1a *K¥Bee BO HamaieH 00eM.Co UCKITy-
yok Ha conna I u VII, kage mto npucycTBOTO Ha J10-
HOPUMCKH MarepHjall € MPeMHOry ci1abo 3a Ja ce
KOHCTaTHpa 3ace0CH rpajie’keH XOPU30HT, OBaa (asza
€ 3acTaleHa BO CUTE OCTaHATH COHJIU BO KoM Oea co-
YyBaHW apXeoJOMmIKK ocTaTony. W Toa mro Bo oBHe
JIBE COHJIM HE C€ Hauje Ha CTPYKTYPHHU OCTaTOI! O]
JIOITHOAHTUYKATA €110Xa HE 3HAYM JIeKa U MOOJIMCKa-
Ta OKOJIMHA HA COHJAAaTa OCTaHala HeHaceneHa. Toa
€ OYMIVIEHO oJ] MpuMepoT Ha conpa VII, kaxge camo

19 Mano-Zisi, Wiseman 197x.
20 Shpuza 2009; Alcock 1993.
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major building, both dated to Late Antiquity, were
discovered only about 15 meters west of this trench.
By the same token, the absence of Late Antique ho-
rizons in trench I cannot be read as a proof that the
entire southern terrace of Vidin Grad was uninhabit-
ed in this time-period. The dense clusters of Roman
to Late Roman finds recorded on grids 1 and 2 dur-
ing the 2013 survey are certainly derived from dis-
turbed building horizons. Their absence in trench I
is most probably accidental. The combined results of
the stratigraphic excavations and the ceramic survey
lead to the conclusion that this settlement grew to its
former size in the Late Roman period.

Two distinct building horizons were identified in
this period of occupation. At present, they cannot be
distinguished on the basis of the ceramic finds, but
they are clearly visible in the stratigraphy and the
plans of the contexts revealed in trench II and the
group of trenches VIII-XI. The earlier horizon is con-
fined to a small area and it is poorly preserved. It is
very likely that a large proportion of the remains of
this construction phase were removed and reused in
the subsequent phase, but the extent to which it was
disregarded during the last construction phase at this
site is stunning. This is most apparent in trench X,
in which the paved street from the last construction
phase was built over a building from the preceding
Late Antique phase.

The remains discovered in the second rubble layer
in trench II, could belong to the same building hori-
zon, even though they were found at a depth great-
er than the building rubble in trench X. Regardless
of the poor state of preservation of the remains of
this construction phase, it seems that, at that point
in time, Vidin Grad was a humble settlement. Were
there more large buildings made of solid material in
this phase, they would have been preserved, if only
in segments.

By far the greatest number of architectural re-
mains at Vidin Grad date to the last phase of con-
struction. This is obviously predetermined by their
place in the stratigraphy, which does not mean that
the scope and intensity of this phase of construction
should be underestimated. Lying close to the surface,
this building horizon was exposed to the destructive
agency of modern cultivation and, with the exception
of the segment of the street pavement in trench X, it
did not contain any undisturbed contexts. In addition
to wall IX W_1 and the street in trenches VIII-XI,
this building phase includes the building debris in
the uppermost horizons in trenches II, IV and V and
the architectural remains visible on the surface of the
central terrace. There are big differences between the
size and the construction materials of these buildings.
The walls discovered in trenches Il and IX are seg-



JECEeTHHA METPH KOH 3alajl Ce Hau/e Ha MOIUIoYeHa
yAUIa 1 morosieMa rpanda on oBoj mepuon. [eka u
OTCYCTBOTO Ha JJOIIHOPUMCKHU MaTepujan Bo coHza l e
YHUCTa CIIy4ajHOCT, 300pyBa TYCTHHATA HA JOI[HOAH-
TUYKH ()parMEHTH KepaMHKa TOKYMEHTHpaHa Ha CO-
ce/lHaTa mapiieia, Ha HeITo mox 15 Merpa UCTOYHO
0]l COHJIaTa, BO TEKOT Ha peKorHocuupamara ox1 2013.
Criopen 30MpHHATE MONATOIM OJf OBHUE HCTPAKyBambha
U Ofl COHAKHUTE UcKommyBama o 2019 u 2020, Ha-
cenbara MOBTOPHO IO JOCTUTHANA CBOjOT cTap 00eM
BO JoI[HaTa AHTHKA.

Bo pamkute Ha oBaa HacenOuHCKa (aza Oea u3-
JIBOGHU JIBa TpajliekHu xopu3onra. Cera 3acera, He-
BO3MOXKHO € THE Jla CE€ OJ[BOjaT BP3 OCHOBA Ha Kepa-
MHYKHOT MarepHjaji, HO MOXe Jla ce cleaar Ha oc-
HoBHTE U mpodunute of conna Il u rpynara conan
VII-XI. ITocTapnoT XOpU30HT ce jaByBa Ha IOMaJa
MIOBPIINHA U € Mocyiabo couyBaH. OUUITIETHO € JeKa
U TO]j TIOCTTY>KMJI KaKO M3BOP Ha TPaIIeKCH MaTEPH]jall
3a rocieqHaTa rpagexHa (asa, HO 3a4ymyBa crere-
HOT JI0 KOj TocCTapaTra Hacenba Owiia HeTMpaHa BO
TEKOT Ha MocienHara rpaaexHa ¢aza. OBa HajyOa-
BO ce miena oj cutyanmjara Bo conpute VIII u X,
Kaze MTo Bp3 00jeKT Ol mocTapara rpamexHa ¢asa
Owmta TpacupaHna yiauia. MoxHO € KOH oBaa (asza ma
ce NMPUKIYyYH U 00jEKTOT O BTOPHOT I'paJie’kKeH XO-
pu3oHT ox conaa I, nako Toj ce jaByBa Ha moroe-
Ma penaTHBHa AMa004YMHA OJ OCTaTOLUTE BO COHAA
X. U mokpaj cmabara cO4yBaHOCT Ha OBOj IPaJCiKeH
XOPHU30HT, ce OOMBA BIIEYATOK JIeKa TOTralrHaTa Ha-
cenba c¢ ymre OmiIa co JoCTa CKPOMHHU JUMEH3UH.
JIOKOJIKY BO OBOj ITEPHOJ ITOCTOEIIE MHOIITBO IPajion
07l TpaeH MaTepHjaj, THe Ou Oujie COUyBaHU Makap U
BO CETrMEHTH.

Janeky HajrosieM Opoj O apXUTEKTOHCKHTE OC-
tatonu Ha “Bumun ['pan’ u npumaraar Ha mocien-
Hata rpagexHa ¢asza. Toa Bo modap men ce AOIKH
Ha (aKTOT IITO OBHE OCTATOIM HE OWJIE HATCIOSHHU
0J1 HEKOja MOJIOIHOXKHA (ha3a Ha TPaAeHke, HO Toa He
3HAYM JieKa Tpeda Jia ce MOTIICHH 00eMOT U MHTCH-
3UTETOT Ha OBaa rpajgexHa ¢aza. CMecTeHa MIUTKO
TIO[] TOBPIIMHATA, Taa CENakK J0CTa CTpajaa IMIpu 00-
paboTkara Ha 3eMjUIITETO ¥ CO UCKIYUOK Ha yIuIla-
Ta, He maje 1oOpo couyBaHa IenuHa. [lokpaj sumoT
IX W _1 u nomouenara ynuua Bo conaure VIII-XI,
KOH HMCTaBa rpajekHa (asza Tpeba ga ce momaaar u
rpajaduTe Off HajrTOPHUTE XOPU3OHTU BO coHaute I,
IV 1 V, Kako ¥ TOBPIIMHCKHUTE OCTATOI! OX Tpaadu
Ha IeHTpaidHara tepaca. OBue rpamdu gocra ce pas-
JIUKyBalle BO OJHOC Ha JIWMEH3WUTE W TpaJiekHaTa
texHuka. Jloneka rpandure Bo conna Il n IX Oune
M3TPaJIcHH BO LIBPCTa MAJITEPHA TEXHUKA, PyIICBUH-
CKHUTE OcTaTol| Bo conaute IV u V norekHyBaar on
rpambu oI TPOIICH MaTepHjal, a MourBaje Bp3 ciadbu
TEMEITHU TTapTHH.
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ments of large buildings, built in solid, mortar tech-
nique. They hardly compare to those found in trench-
es IV and V, built of organic material and resting on
shallow foundations.

Because the surface covered in these excavations
is too small, there is little to be added about the plan
and appearance of this settlement to what has been
learned from the ceramic survey. However, the lucky
unearthing of the paved street in trench VIII, in con-
junction with the position of the main entrances into
the settlement, provide enough material to propose
a hypothetical reconstruction of the street network
of ancient Vidin Grad. The course of the main street
is chiefly predetermined by the orientation and mor-
phology of the hill occupied by this settlement. (Map
4) Like the modern dirt-road that connects this site to
the nearby village of Vodovrati, it ran east-west, fol-
lowing the long axis of the settlement. Excepting the
south terrace, this hypothetical street crossed all the
other settlement terraces and would have provided
direct or indirect access to all parts of the settlement.
The buildings that were not facing this thoroughfare
were accessed by secondary streets, running along
the long axes of the terraces and perpendicularly to
the main street. It is highly probable that the pave-
ment revealed in trenches VIII-XI is a segment of
one of these lateral streets. Although the attempt to
follow its course north of trench VIII was unsuccess-
ful, the orientation of the segment revealed is highly
indicative of its direction. Its function was to connect
the southern half of the westernmost terrace to the
main east-west axis of this settlement. It is a sensible
assumption that each settlement terrace was connect-
ed to the main thoroughfare by at least one lateral
street that followed along their long axes, and that all
major buildings were lining these streets.

This hypothetical street network possesses the ba-
sic elements of the classic orthogonal scheme, albeit
adapted to the local relief. Too little survives from
the earlier Late Antique phase at this site to propose
even the most speculative reconstruction of its raster.
The sharp discontinuity between these two building
horizons observed in trench VIII speaks of a radical
transformation of this settlement at some point in the
Late Roman period. If the settlement was organized
along similar lines in the preceding phase, then the
lateral street on this terrace must have followed a dif-
ferent route. At present, it is impossible to propose
more precise dates for the two Late Antique building
horizons. But the sheer presence of two distinct phas-
es of construction, as well as the traces of repairs on
the street pavement suggest that this settlement exist-
ed throughout of the Late Roman period.

The extent and intensity of the last building phase
is also a testimony to the changed social and econom-



HcrpaxeHara MoBpIIMHA € TIPEMHOTY MaJa 3a jaa
ce KaKe IITO | Jia € 3a Tonorpadujara Wi u3rienoT
Ha oBaa Hacenba. Cemak, OTKPUTHUETO HA CETMEHT OJT
VIHIIa Ha 3aMa/iHaTa Tepaca, Kako U OCTaBEHOCTa Ha
[JIABHUTE BIIC30BH BO HacendaTa TMO3HATH O] MpeT-
XOJHUTE UCTPaXKyBarma, HU HABECTYBa HEKOU OCHOB-
HH LPTH OJ] HEj3MHHUOT Iu1aH. OpUeHTanujaTa u Mop-
(osorujara Ha Operot Bp3 KOj OMJia OCHOBaHA OBaa
Hacen0a BO rojeMa mMepa r' Onpeeiuie MpaBernoT
1 monoxkOara Ha TiaBHaTa coobOpakajuuma. (Mama
4) Taa ce ABWKena BO MpaBell HCTOK-3aMajl, MOKPa]
HaJOJDKHATa Ocka Ha Hacenmbara. Co MCKIy4OK Ha
jy’)XKHaTa Tepaca, OBaa XHMIIOTETHYKa COOOpakajHUIA
MIOMHHYBaJla HU3 CUTE HAaceJIOWHCKU Tepacu U 00e3-
OeayBasia MHIUPEKTCH MPUCTAIl 0 CHTE JICIOBH O]l
HacenOara. [pagOurte Kom He HW3IEryBaje TUPEKTHO
Ha OBOj TaT, OHJIC MOBP3aHH MPEKY CIIOPEIHH YITUIIH,
KOU BojieJie OJK HaceIOMHCKHUTE Tepacu, HalpedaHo
Ha raBHaTta ocka. CMerame JieKa MI0YHUKOT OTKPH-
eH Bo conaute VIII-XI e nest ox exHa o1 0BUE YIHIIH.
Hako He ycmeaBme Jia ja ciieuMe OBaa yiHIA KOH
CeBep, OpUEHTAIMjaTa Ha OTKPHEHUOT CETMEHT, JI0-
BOJIHO jaCHO TO HAaBECTyBa HEJ3MHUOT Npasel. Taa ro
MOBp3yBaJjia JeJOT Ol Hacendara BO jy>KHHOT Kpaj Of]
3amajiHara Tepaca co IaBHara ynuia. Moxke Ja ce
MPETIOCTaBH Jieka OapeM eHa BakBa YIUIA UMallo
Ha ceKoja HaceIOMHCKa Tepaca | Jieka Haj3HaYajHUTe
rpandu Ovie pa3MecTeHH MOKpaj OBUE YIIHIIU, 110 Ha-
JOJDKHHUTE OCKU Ha TEpacuTe.

Criopes1 OCHOBHUTE €JIEMEHTH Ha YIMYHATA Mpe-
’Ka, MOJKE JIa Ce Kake JIeKa JOIHOAHTHYKATa Hacenda
“Majia BUJOU3MEHET OPTOTOHAJICH IIJIaH, MPUCIIOCO-
OCH Ha JIOKAJIHUOT TepeH. Bo MOMEHTOB, mpeMaKy
ce 3Hae 3a IMocrapara MOIMHOAHTHYKa (asza, 3a na
Ce Kake JIaiy W Taa Ouiia opraHu3UpaHa Ha CIMYCH
MPUHIUI. JIMCKOHTUHYUTETOT 3a0enekaH momery
OBHE JIBa XOPU30HTA BO COH/Ia X, CE YMHHU 300pyBa 3a
eJlHa TeMeJIHa 00HOBa Ha Hacej0ara BO TEKOT Ha II0-
ciemHaTa rpajaekHa ¢asa. JIokolKy ¥ BO mocTapara
(haza Hacenbara WMmaia CIMYEH IJIaH, CTPAaHUYHATA
yIMIla Ha 3aajiHaTa Tepaca Mopa Jia iMaja IOuHaK-
Ba Tpaca. Bo MOMEHTOB, HE MOXE MOMPEIIU3HO 1A CE
JlaTUpaar JOIHOAHTHYKUTE TpajiekHu (pa3u Ha OBOj
JokanuTeT. [locToemeTo Ha [Ba OICTHH XOPH30H-
Ta, KAKO W TParwTe Of MOMPAaBKH WM JOTPAIOH BO
OTKPUEHHOT JIeJ O] yJIHIIaTa YKa)XXyBaaT Jieka Hacell-
Oara ersucTupala BO MOTOJEM e OJ TIepHUOJO0T Ha
Hounara AHTHKA.

WHTEeH3UTeTOT Ha MOCIeAHaTa TpajaekHa $aza e u
HEMO CBEJIOIITBO 32 U3MEHETHTE OMILITECTBEHO-EKO-
HOMCKHU OKOJIHOCTH BO 0BOj Jjen on IToBapnapuero.
[Tocne exna monra ¢aza Ha IeHTpaIHM3aNMja, BO Koja
JOMUHHUpaje momai Opoj Ha TO3HAYajHU TPAICKH
LICHTPH, BO JIOIHaTa AHTHKA ClIeIyBa HOB IMKIYC
Ha TIOCTENeHa JEeNEeHTpaNIN3aluja, BO KOj TOIEMHUTE
IpaJICKi TEPUTOPUH O] IPETXO/IHATA eroxa ce (par-
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ic conditions in the Vardar Valley in this period. After
a long phase of centralization, in which a few towns
dominated this micro-region, Late Antiquity ushered
in an era of decentralization, marked by fragmenta-
tion of the large urban territories of the preceding
phase, the revival of a number of pre-Roman settle-
ments and the founding of new towns.?’” Like the cen-
tralizing trend that marked the preceding period, this
was a broader, regional process that can be observed
in most corners of the Balkan Peninsula. To some ex-
tent, this trend of decentralization is self-reinforcing,
because it is likelier that wealth would have been re-
invested locally rather than in some distant centre.
However, far more important than the regional dis-
tribution of wealth are the changed financial sources
and mechanisms of town-building. In this period, the
old aristocracy is replaced by the central and provin-
cial authorities and the church as the main sponsors
of public construction and maintenance and repair of
urban infrastructure. In theory, this means that the
survival and well-being of an urban centre would
have been less dependent on the local demographic
and economic potential.

The disappearance of the state and church appa-
ratus from this part of the Balkan Peninsula towards
the end of the 6" century AD sealed the fate of Vidin
Grad and many other Late Antique towns, including
nearby Stobi. They either lost their urban character
or were abandoned completely. There never emerged
another major settlement, neither at Vidin Grad nor in
its vicinity after the end of Antiquity.

27 Antipatrea: Spahiu 1975; Spahiu 2011; Foinike:
de Maria 2012; Scodra: Hohxa, Lahi 1986; Hohxa, Lahi
1988, in this particular case, there is evidence of an Early
Imperial settlement at the foot of the citadel; Late Antique
expansion in Epirus and Illyria in general, Anamali 1986;
In Thrace, Pernik: Cangova et al. 1981; Sumen: Aladzo-
va 2003; prosperity in Late Roman Thrace: Velkov 1981;
see also Miléev 1980 and Dincev 1999. An increase in the
number of new urban settlements can also be observed in
the Late Roman province of Macedonia Secunda, Papa-
zoglou 1988; Mikulc¢i¢ 2002.



MEHTHpaaT, a HU3a Ha CTapH, MPEJAPUMCKH Haces-
Ou omHOBO ce akTuBHpaar.”' Kako W MpeTXomaHHOT
TPeH/| Ha IICHTpaju3aiuja, 1 OBa € MPoLeC ITO TH
HaJIMUHYBa JIOKaJHUTE XOPWU30HTU M MOXE Jia ce
CJIC/IM HA HUBO HA IIEJMOT PErHoH Ha bajgkaHCKUOT
[omyoctpoB. CaMHOT TpeHA Ha AELEHTpaTu3aluja
HECOMHEHO BOJIeNl KOH Toa 0apeM Jen Of JIOKaIHO
CTEKHATOTO OOTaTCTBO Ja OWJIe MHBECTUPAHO BO HC-
TOTO MECTO, HAMECTO BO JAJICYHUTE TPAJICKU [ICHTPH.
MertyToa, BO CITy4ajoB, 1ajeKy MMO3HAYajHO € TOa IITO
BO JIOI[HaTa AHTHKA ce MEHyBa (DMHAHCUCKATA MOJ-
Jomka Ha ypOaHoTO rpaautencTBo. Hamecrto cra-
para ypbaHa apuUCTOKpaTHja, IIaBHU CIOH30pH Ha
u3rpaadara u OApKYBamETO HA TPAJCKUTE LCHTPH
CTaHyBaaT IECHTPAITHUTE U MPOBUHIIMUCKUTE BIACTH U
upkBara. Co oBa, OapeM TeopeTcku, 1mojaBara u Ofl-
CTOjYBambETO Ha €JICH IPaJCKH [EHTAp CTAHAJO MO-
MAJIKy 3aBHCHO O] JIOKQJTHUOT JEMOTrpa)CKH U €KO-
HOMCKH noTeHnujan. Kora apxaBHara U IPKOBHATa
CYNEPCTPYKTYpa MOYHAJIE J1a pornaraar KOH KpajoT
Ha AHTHKaTa, HacenmOara kaj “Bumun ['pag’, kako u
MHOTY JPYTH aTHUYKH TpaTddiba, OWia HamyIITeHa
Wi 6apeM 3aceKoralil ro 3aryouia rpajckuoT JIUK.
[To kpajor Ha AHTHKara, HE Ce pa3BHJa MOBTOPHO
3HauajHa Hacenda HUTY Ha OBOj JIOKAJUTET, HUTY BO
HETOBOTO ITOIIUPOKO ONKPYKYBAE.

2! CTYHHM TEHACHIINK ce KOHCTaTHPaHH Ha ToJeM O6poj
JIOKAJTUTETH, 0COOCHO Ha yTBPACHU HACEIOM Of TPaJCKH
Kapakrep. AHTHnIaTpea, bepar Bo Anbanuja: Spahiu 1975;
Spahiu 2011; ®ounnke, ®uank Bo Andanuja: de Maria
2012; Cxompa: Hohxa, Lahi 1986; Hohxa, Lahi 1988, Bo
ciry4dajot Ha CKozipa ce MPeTrocTaByBa NOCTOCHE Ha pa-
HoOmapcka (aza BO IMOIHOXK]ETO HA PUIOT; 32 TOIHOAHTHY-
kuot nogeM Bo Emmp u Wnmpja Buam kaj, Anamali 1986.
Hpumepu ox Tpakuja:Kpaxpa kaj Iepunk, Cangova et al.
1981; lllymen, Aladzova 2003; 3a 6:marococrojbara Bo mo-
nHoanTnuka Tpakwja Bugm Velkov 1981; Milcev 1980 u
Dincev 1999. Hajmocne, mopact Ha OpojoT TOIHOAHTHY-
KM TPafiCKi Hacel0M € KOHCTAaTHpaH W BO IMPOBHHITHjaTa
Macedonia Secunda, Papazoglou 1988; Mikul¢i¢ 2002
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Abbreviations/Kparennnm:

IA/2KB = Iron Age/Xene3no Bpeme (8th — 6th
century BC)

IA-Hell/2KB-Xen. Iron Age to Hellenistic/
JKEIIE3HOIOTICKH JI0 XCICHUCTHYKU

EA/PA = Early Antiquity/Pana Antmka (5th-4th
century BC)

IA-EA/XB-PA = Iron Age to Early Antique/
JKETIE3HOMOTICKH JI0 PAHOAHTUYKH

EA-Hell/PA-Xen. = Early Antique to Hellenistic/
PaHOAHTUYKHU /10 XCJICHUCTHUKU

Hell/Xen. = Hellenistic/xeneHuCTHYKA

Hell-R/Xen-P = Hellenistic Roman or Late Hel-
lenistic/xenenuctnuko-puMcku (2nd century BC —
early 1st century AD)

Hell-LR/Xen-JIP = Hellenistic to Late Roman/
XCJICHUCTHYKHU 0 JOITHOPUMCKHU

R-LR/P-JIP = Roman to Late Roman/pumMcku 10
nmortHOpUMCKH (1st — 6th century AD)

Bibliography

Aladzova 2003 = AladZzova, D., 2003. The fortress
of Shumen. In: Ivanov, R. ed. Roman and Early Byz-
antine Settlements in Bulgaria. Sofia. Pp. 149-159.

Alcock 1993 = Alcock, S.E., 1993. Graecia Capta.
Landscapes of Roman Greece. Cambridge.

Ammerman 1985 = Ammerman A.J. 1985. Plow-
Zone experiments in Calabria, Italy. Journal of Field
Archaeology 12.1: 33-40.

Anamali 1986 = Anamali, S., 1986. Processus de
transformation dans la region meridionale illyrienne
aux I-1V siecles. Iliria 16: 25-41.

Bintliff 2012 = Bintilff, J. 2012. Contemporary
Issues in Surveying Complex Urban Sites in the Med-
iterranean Region: The example of the city of Thespi-
ai (Boeotia, Central Greece). In: Vermeulen, F. et al
eds. Urban Landscape Survey in Italy and the Medi-
terranean. Oxbow Books. Pp. 44-52.

Bintliff 2013 = Bintliff, J. 2013. Intra-site artefact
surveys. In: Corsi, C. et al. eds. Good Practice in Ar-
chaeological Diagnostics. Springer. Pp. 193-207.

Cangova et al. 1981 = Cangova, J. et al., 1981.
Pernik. Poseli§ten Zivot na h’lma Krakra ot V hil.
prn.e. do VIv. na n.e. Sofia.

De Ligt 2020 = De Ligt, L., 2020. The Impact of
Roman Rule on the Urban System of Sicily. In: De
Ligt, L., Bintliff, J., eds. Regional Urban Systems
in the Roman World, 150 BCE-250 CE. Leiden. Pp.
217-280.



De Maria 2012 = De Maria, S., 2012. Dieci anni
di attivita archaeologiche a Phoinike. Ricerca, for-
mazione, valorizzazione. In: de Maria, S., ed., Le
ricerche delle missioni archaeologiche in Albania.
Nella ricorrenza dei dieci anni di scavi dell 'universi-
ta di Bologna a Phoinike (2000-2010). Bologna. Pp.
27-53.

Dincev 1999 = Dincev, V. 1999. Za granicata na
gradskata forma na Zivot v kasnoanti¢nite diocezi
Thracia i Dacia-nadcenenite centrove. Arheologija
XL-1/2: 13-32.

Donev 2020a = Donev, D., 2020. The perimetral
walls of Vidin Grad in the Middle Vardar Valley,
North Macedonia. Patrimonium 18: 345-378.

Donev 2020b = Donev, D., 2020. Aspects of Ro-
man Urbanization in the Hellenistic Balkans. In: Wil-
lett, R., ed. 2020. The Economics of Urbanism in the
Roman East. Heidelberg. Pp. 25-36.

Hohxa, Lahi 1986 = Hoxha, G. Lahi, B., 1986.
Kalaja e Shkodrés. Gérmime arkeologjike té vitit
1986. Iliria 16-2: 266-268.

Hohxa, Lahi 1988 = Hoxha, G. Lahi, B., 1988.
Shkodér (Kala). Gérmime arkeologjike té vitit 1988.
Iliria 18-2: 262-264.

Keller, Rupp 1983 = Keller, D.R. Rupp, D.W. eds.

1983. Archaeological survey in the Mediterranean
area. Oxford.

Koracevi¢ 2002 = Koracevic, D., 2002. Scupi.
Skopje.

Mano-Zissi, Wiseman 1973 = Mano-Zissi, Dj.,
Wiseman, J. eds. 1973. Studies in the Antiquities of
Stobi I. Princeton.

Mikulcic 2002 = Mikulcié, 1., 2002. Spdtantike
und friithbyzantinische Befestigungen in Nordmake-
donien.” Stddte, Vici, Refugien, Kastelle. Miinchen.

Milcev 1980 = Milcev, A. 1980. Thrakische Sied-
lungen und Festungen in Bulgarien wihrend des I.
Jahrtausends v.u.Z. In: Vulpe, R. ed., Actes du 2¢
Congres Intenrnational de Thracologie. Histoire et
Archéologie, 1. Bucharest. Pp. 343-364.

Millett 1991 = Millett, M. 1991. Pottery: Popu-
lation or Supply Patterns? The Ager Tarraconensis
Approach. In: Barker, G. Loyd, J. eds. 1991. Roman
Landscapes. Archaeological Survey in the Mediter-
ranean Region. Rome. Pp. 18-26.

84

Mitrevski 1997 = Mitrevski, D., 1997. The Pro-
to-Historical Communities in Macedonia Through
Burials and Burial Manifestations. Skopje.

Mitrevski 2003 = Mitrevski, D. 2003. Prehistory in
the Republic of Macedonia — FYROM. Grammenos,
D.V. ed. 2003. Recent Research in the Prehistory of
the Balkans, Thessaloniki.

Oncevska-Todorovska 2008 = Oncevska-Todor-
ovska, M., 2008. Docnoanticka grncarija vo Repub-
lika Makedonija. Skopje.

Papazoglou 1988 = Papazoglou, F., 1988. Les
villes de Macédoine a I’époque romaine. Athens.

Radovanovi¢ 1924 = Radovanovi¢, V.S. 1924.
TikveS 1 Rajec. Antropogeografska Ispitivanja. In:
Cviji¢, J. ed. Srpski Etnografski Zbornik — Naselja i
Poreklo Stanovnistva 17. Zemun. Pp. 131-365.

Roosevelt et al. 2015 = Roosevelt, C.H. et al.,
2015. Excavation is Destruction Digitization: Ad-
vances in Archaeological Practice. Journal of Field
Archaeology 40.3: 325-346.

Shpuza 2009 = Shpuza, S., 2009. Cités et terri-
toires. L’lllyrie méridionale a [’époque romaine.
Mélanges de 1’Ecole francaise de Rome 121/2: 481-
502.

Spahiu 1975 = Spahiu, H. 1975. Berat. Fouilles
archélogiques 1973. Iliria 3: 495-501.

Spahiu 2011 = Spahiu, H. 2011. Late Antique Wall
and Buildings in the Castle of Berat. lllyria 35: 55-
74.

Stojanovié-Anderson Stojanovi¢-Anderson,
V., 1992. Stobi. The Hellenistic and Roman Pottery.
Princeton.

Tripcevich, Wernke 2010 = Tripcevich, N. Wernke,
S.A. 2010. On-site Recording of Excavation Data Us-
ing Mobile GIS. Journal of Field Archaeology 35.4:
380-397.

Van Leusen, Nobles 2018 = Van Leusen, M. No-
bles, G. 2018. 3-D Spatial Analysis: the Road Ahead.
In: Matsumoto, M. Uleberg, E. eds. Proceedings of
the 44th Annual Conference on Computer Applica-
tions and Quantitative Methods in Archaeology. CAA
16 — Oceans of Data. Oxford. Pp. 471-478.

Velkov 1981 = Velkov, V., 1981. Thrace and Low-
er Moesia during the Roman and the Late Roman ep-
och. Klio 63.1: 473-483.



€0

50

40

30

20

10

0

35
30
25
20
15
10

[laTupaHa KepamuKa no c/10esu
Dated pottery by layers

IV_9-8

_7 V_6 V_5-3 v_2 Iv_1

Cnoeeu/Strata

Graph 1/T'pada 1: Distribution of dated ceramics by layers in trench IV/
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Graph 5/T'pada 5: Distribution of dated ceramics by layers in trench VII/
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Pacropes Ha COHANUTE O/ NCKOIYBambaTa U MPEXKHHU EAUHHIIU O]l PEKOTHOCIIHPAHETO
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Map 2/Marma 2: The chronology of the excavated material across trenches (in percentage)/
XpOoHOJIOTHja HAa MaTePHUjaioOT O/l HCKOIyBambatTa 1o COHJIU, U3Pa3eH BO MPOLCHTH
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Map 3/Mana 3: Distribution of pottery from the Early Imperial period/
Pacropen Ha KepaMuKa 0] paHOLIapCKaTa ernoxa
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Map 4/Mama 4: A hypothetical reconstruction of the defenses and the street network of Vidin Grad/
PekoncTpykimja Ha on0paMOeHUTE SUIOBH U YIMYHATa Mpexka Ha “Buaun ['pan
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Figure 1/Cnuka 1: The situation in trench IV prior to extension/
Curyanuja Bo conza IV npen npommpyBameTo

Figure 2/Cnuka 2: Trench IV, northwest profile/
Conpna IV, ceBeposanajieH mpoQu

Sonda IV jugozapad
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Figure 3/Cnuxka 3: Trench IV, a drawing of the southwest profile/Conpna IV, ckunia Ha jyro3zamaaeH npodun
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Figure 4/Cnuka 4: Trench IV, northwest corner, a concentration of coarse pottery/
Conpa IV, ceBepozananeH aroj, KOHLIEHTpalLKja Ha pparMeHTu rpyda Kepamuka
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Figure 5/Cnuka 5: Trench IV, a plan of the remains from the earliest phase of occupation/
Conpa IV, mian Ha OCTaTOIUTE OJ1 HajcTapaTa HAaceIOMHCKa (a3za
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Figure 6/Cnuka 6: Trench I, a drawing of the south profile/Conpa I, jyxen npodun

Figure 7/Cnuxka 7: Trench I, a rectified photograph of the east profile/
Conpa I, opTo-hoTO 011 ICTOUHUOT TPOPUIT

Figure 8/Cnuka 8: Trench I, a photograph of the “platform”/Conna I, pororpaduja ox “miardopmara
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Figure 10/Cnuka 10: Trench 11, the remains of the last building horizon/
Conpa II, ocrarouu o MoCIeHUOT rPaJeKeH XOPU3OHT
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Figure 11/Cnuka 11: Trench 11, a drawing of the west profile/Conna 11, ckuiia Ha 3anageH IpoQuI

94



Figure 12/Cnuxka 12: Trench II, the earliest building horizon/
Comnpa I, HajcTapuoT TpaiexeH XOpu30HT

Figure 13/Cnuka 13: Trench II, the segment of wall I W 1/
Conpa I, cerment on sumot [I W 1
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Sonda I, uzen profilTest-pi N, soulh cross-section
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Figure 14/Cnuka 14: Trench II, south profile, distribution of pre-Roman finds by layers (in percentage)/
Conpa 11, jyxeH npodui, pacriopes Ha IPEIPUMCKHA HAOHM 110 CIIOCBU, U3PAa3€HH BO MPOICHTH
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Figure 15/Cnuka 15: Trench V, a plan of the remains of the last building phase/
Conpa V, 1mj1aH Ha OCTAaTOLUTE OJ1 ITOCIIEIHATA TPaIeKHa (a3a
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Figure 16/Cnuxka 16: Trench V, a drawing of the south profile/Conna V, ckuiia Ha jy:»KHHOT pOQT

Figure 17/Cnuka 17: Trench VII, a drawing of the north profile/Conna VII, ckuiia Ha ceBepHUOT podu
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Figure 19/Cnuka 19: A plan of the remains in trenches VIII-XI/
IInan Ha HenBuxkHUTE Haoau o couaute VIII-XI
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Figure 20/Cnuka 20: Trench IX, a rectified photograph of the architectural remains/
Conpa IX, oprodoTorpaduja ox apXUTEKTOHCKUTE OCTATOLN

99



e =T .
Tpagens basa Z ==
r B ';-.'. ;

i
oA

-u..;.‘-

s

-

Figure 21/Cnuka 21: The situation in trenches VIII and X/ Curyauuja Bo connure VIII n X
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Figure 22/Cnuka 22: Trench XI, a drawing of the south profile/Conga XI, ckuna Ha jy>KHHOT IpoQui
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Figure 24/Cnuka 24: Trench XI, a rectified photograph of the remains of the earliest phase/
Conpna XI, oprohoTo ox ocHOBaTa Ha HajCTapHOT CII0]
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Figure 26/Cnuxka 26: The situation in trenches XIII and XIV/Curyanujara Bo conaure XIII u XIV
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